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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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Michael and Elizabethôs meeting, The Rockwood Gorge Railway. 
  
  

  

As you probably noticed our weather hasnôt been conducive to garden railroading for most of 
this year. Holding a garden meeting involves not just cleaning the track but also the       
presentation of the lawn, hedges etc., etc. The first meeting date was set back a week just  
giving me a little more time to get it ready.  
 

Having built most of the track to a comfortable height has made maintenance a lot easier in my 
old age, but the river section is causing me great difficulties in climbing up and then having to 
kneel for weeding and the track cleaning part. I even had to take a panel of corrugated iron off 
from behind the railway just to weed part of that section. Thereôs a risk of falling into the pond. 

  
Anyway, the weather on the delayed day turned out just right, not too hot, or cold. The usual 
procedure is to run track power first as I now have one of the few layouts where this is possible 
and with running alongside battery power, we can run two trains at once on the large circuit. 

  
We had three Stainz locos running on the day. One being a very early brown version            
belonging to Bruce Cropper which was very reluctant to run at first pulling three Bachmann 
Thomas six wheeled coaches. These coaches looked very nice along with the goods trucks 
that Bachmann offer, and one day someone will see the potential to deface a Thomas, James 
or Diesel and add a few extra details, a paint job and you would have a very reasonable      
outline British rail train. 
  

A new member James Davison was welcomed to the group. He brought along an LGB starter 
set to run.  The third Stainz was one Hugh Keal had converted to battery power hauling a   
mixture of LGB dump trucks and some extra ones he has 3D printed. 
  

Chris Coleôs finished up the track power with his early Bachmann 4-6-0 having a run before the 
afternoon tea was served; then the live steam boys took over to oil up the track. Trevor 
Brooker ran his kit-built Billy and Grant Alexander ran his early Roundhouse 2-6-2 Liberty Bell. 
The last one out for the day was my Sandy River train and although I still think its new, it is 
now three years old; see how time goes.  

 

Anyway, it was a good meeting, the weather held, and it was great catching up with members. 
 

 
 

Our next meeting will be at Robert Grahams house on Saturday 22 November or if wet 
on Sunday 23 November. This meeting will include our AGM so the start time will be 
13:30. Address is 14 Milwaukee Place, Glendene. If you have anything you would like to 
raise at the AGM please email Robert at robert.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz  

Auckland Garden Railway Society Meeting  

Report - Michael Hilliar , Photos - As Credited 

mailto:robert.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
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Chris Coles early Bachmann - Photo Mike Hilliar. 

Bruce Cropper early Stainz setting out onto the oldest part of the layout, the trestle - Photo 
Mike Hilliar. 
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Enthusiastic Lukas being show the ropes for model railroading by his grandfather John 
Reinecke - Photo Mike Hilliar. 

New member James Davison Stainz running amongst the spring growth - Photo Mike Hilliar. 
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Heavy diesel with its four pickups being used to clean the track - Photo Mike Hilliar. 

Trevor Brooker kit-built Billy leading the live steam procession - Photo Grant Alexander. 
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New member James Davison discussing Bruce Croppers early Stainz and Bachmann coaches 
- Photo Mike Hilliar. 

Grants Roundhouse 2-6-2 Liberty Bell in steam - Photo Grant Alexander. 
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Bruce Cropper Stainz heading through the gorge - Photo Grant Alexander. 

Smoke, steam and water what more do you need - Photo Grant Alexander. 
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HobbyEx View from stage of hall with Plastic Models dominating. 

Wairarapa Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report and Photos - Lloyd Dickens 

 

Wairarapa and Wellington Garden Railway Groups at HobbyEX Upper Hutt 
 

 
HobbyEX in Upper Hutt has been running  for a few years now and the Wellington Group have 
had a display at the event. Due to Chris not being available this year the Wairarapa Group   
decided to put on the display with the help from the Wellington Group. 

 
We setup the display on the stage of what used to be called the Upper Hutt Town hall when I 
was much younger. We setup our standard layout which normally sits on tables. The room on 
the stage was tight but we just fitted us and the track on stage. We ran DCC on the outer track 
and Battery powered Locomotives on the inside track. 
 

Next to the stage where some ladies displaying flower arrangements. On Saturday night one 
of them did a scale display on the base of one of Warrens trees. Now the standard has been 
set we expect Warren will have do the same to all the tree bases. There were a about four  
other railway displays plus a the annual display and competition for the New Zealand division 
of the International Plastic Modellers.  

 

We had a good turnout from the Wellington and Wairarapa groups which allowed us to run 
trains on both our tracks during the weekend. The photos included where taken on Saturday 
morning so only include the Wairarapa Members. I apologize to the Wellington Group for not 
taking any during the rest of the weekend. 
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Hobbyex Wairarapa Layout looked over by Murray Clarke. 

HobbyEx Warren Stringers Train  passes my Land rover car. 
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HobbyEx Murray Clarkes Locomotive passes his Station in the Wairarapa Layout 

mailto:NZGRC2026@gmail.com?subject=Garden%20Railway%20Convention
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The gauge one model railway layout that forms the centrepiece of the Hara Model Railway Museum in Yokohama 
Japan.  

 
1. Introduction 
 
This article came about through a suggestion from Iain Collingwood, editor of the NZ Garden Whistle, having 
seen my newsletter covering our visit to this attraction. With the thought of an article sown, I could hardly refuse. 
As a background to this, Priscilla and I had been touring the top half of Japan for four weeks and had managed to 
get back to Narita safely ready to fly out. Having returned the hire car, we were left with two days before our night 
flight back to NZ. Thus, we agreed that each of us could choose what we would do for one of these days. Day 
one saw us head out to Sakura in Central Tokyo for Priscilla to try on a kimono for a photographic session. Nuff 
said! However, on day two it was my turn. Now I had discovered a permanent model railway show featuring a 
gauge one railway as its centre piece. This was the work of a single Japanese enthusiast and is located about 
five minutesô walk from Yokohama railway station and about 30 minutes south of Tokyo Central. Even better was 
the fact that some of the Nôex trains, connecting Narita Airport to Tokyo, go on to Yokohama before they          
terminate. One complication is that most of these split at Tokyo Central so we had to be sure that we sat in the 
correct coach. Fortunately, since we had to be on particular trains (our return train was a deadline we had to meet 
in order to get to the airport in time to check in for our flight) we were able to avail ourselves of the free seat     
reservation facilities which took care of this particular impediment.  
Thus, we travelled south having the pleasure of simply passing through the black hole that is Tokyo Central     
Station without having to change trains. Anyone who has experienced this station has my sympathy. It is the   
railway equivalent of the Bermuda triangle which, if travelling to Tokyo, is almost impossible to avoid. 
Whilst a smaller station than Central, Yokohama is still sizeable albeit on a single level which makes life a little 
easier. One of the challenges in locating the museum is finding out which exit to take from the station. There is a 
major shopping centre sitting below the platforms and over half the walk was undertaken through various        
passageways past these shops. However, using a station map provided by a helpful station information centre 
assistant, allowed me to navigate this particular maze without too much difficulty. Once in the open at the correct 
exit, the remaining short distance to the museum was straightforward.  



Page 13 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

An example of his craftsmanship with these wonderful hand-built carriages. Apologies for the glare reflecting off 
the glass casing. It was impossible to avoid this. However, the carriages were too beautiful to not photograph. 

N.B. 1 The website suggests buying tickets beforehand either on the web or at local 7-11 stores. We didnôt and on 
arrival, found a ticket machine in the entrance hall where we paid our money and gained access.  
N.B. 2 As with a lot of restaurants and numerous food and beverage dispensing machines, the sole means of 
making purchases on site is through these. A lot donôt have English options, however using a translator app on 
the phone helps with most language difficulties. This also applies to purchasing train tickets as well. 
We went midweek outside school holidays which meant it was relatively quiet. So, no problems getting in. They 
do restrict numbers at busy times. The main focus of the museum is gauge one although gauge O and HO are 
also represented. In terms of the photos below, all models shown are gauge one unless noted otherwise. 

The museum is dedicated to the work of Nobutaro Hara pictured right. A number of the models were hand built 
and represent examples from around the world. He also worked in HO and O gauge. However, the dominant area 
of his activity was in Gauge One as noted above. 

2. Static Displays 

 
There are a significant number of these displaying his models, both hand built and commercially purchased as 
well. The displays form a brilliant background to the main gauge one railway. 
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The bogie detail and an example of his craftsmanship. As will be seen below, he was a fan of proper bogie      
articulation and followed the prototype in this regard. As such, he was way ahead of his time and the commercial 
sector still has yet to catch up with this area of technical accuracy that he has achieved. Every component of the 
bogie mechanism, apart from the brakes, operates as per the prototype. The end veranda gate is also worthy of 
mention as well. 

Some of the extraordinary detail from the stained-glass top light to the grand piano inside. 

Commercial products were also on display. This is an Aster live steam Stirling Single representing the UK. 
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A hand made Japanese 4-6-4. 

Aster live steam Australian Garratt. Once again, apologies for the glare. However, it is a magnificent beast. 

Hand built O gauge Swedish Electric Locomotive.  

An electric crocodile of unknown background (sorry I didnôt include the label in the photo).  

3. HO Representation of Yokohama Station 

 
There are two operating layouts. Firstly, this óimpressionô of Yokohama Station. It was a little disappointing since it 
is nothing like Yokohama, hence their use of the word óimpressionô. The real thing has ten platforms including a 
number for the Shinkansen. However, the scenic modelling and lighting effects are good, as can be seen.  
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The station area at night.  

Likewise, the old town modelling is also impressive. 

4. The Gauge One Railway 

 
Without a doubt, this is the main event of the show and it really is jaw dropping. I spent over an hour just gazing in 
between visiting other parts of the exhibition. There was so much to see. The standard of modelling is uniformly 
exquisite, matched only by the train running which was so smooth and reassuringly prototypical. They really did 
have presence. 
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The track plan of the gauge one railway. It measures 30 metres by 10 metres, has 4 main running tracks, plus a 
separate smaller inner circle and an out and back shuttle on the left. 

This is a fully scenic model railway on a massive scale based on a European theme. 

The modelling is magnificent and I spent a lot of time just gazing at the superb craftmanship on display. Needless 
to say, the trains ran perfectly.  




















































