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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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Christchurch Garden Railway July event. 

 
The weekend of the of the 5th and 6th of July the group packed up our Little Toot layout into 
Douglasôs van and headed for Timaru. We arrived at the hall around 4.00pm Friday and set up 
the  Little Toot layout, this is the one that children can drive a train on the layout by pushing a   
button to start and stop while we control the speed.  

 

Saturday morning made a few more minor adjustments, thanks Bill, to make sure it will run ok 
for the two days. Saturday was quite busy all day with a lot of interest in the trains, Percy and 
friends ran most of the weekend and were very tired at the end (bit like us) Sunday morning 
was full on with the afternoon again being quite busy. 
 

It was a very well organised show with a great venue also many layouts and stalls to buy more 
trains or parts of. 4.00pm Sunday came around and it was time to pack up and put things 
hopefully in their right place and back into the van for the return home.  
 

A very enjoyable weekend was had by all but very tiring towards the end. 

 
I would like to pass many thanks to Douglas for letting me drive his van there and back with 
the layout and also Daniel Hood, Noel and Denise Collingwood, Wayne, Faye and Jessie also 
of course Pauline, without these people we would not have been there for the kids. 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group Meeting 

Report - Dave Day, Photos Bill Stanley. 

Jessieôs customized lego wagons. 
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Kids young and old enjoying the trains.  

Jessie setting up Little Toot Layout. 
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Members around the layout. 

Jessie cleaning the track and Colorado Springs Station. 
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Auckland Garden Railway Society Meeting 

Report - Robert Graham, Photos - As Credited 

Auckland Garden Railway Society July 2025 meeting  

 
As July is normally cold and wet we held our July meeting at Simon Sharpôs place as he has 
both an indoor and outside railway so we know we can run our trains whatever the weather. As 
it turned out Sunday 20 July turned out to be a nice dry winterôs day albeit with cooler         
temperatures. Including Simon we had eight members attend the meeting but not all at the 
same time. 
 

The meeting started with Simonôs indoor layout which takes up almost the entire downstairs 
work room apart from a central operating area and a small access space at one side. Simons 
track incorporates the two old end modules from the clubs earlier layout. These became free 
when the club upgraded its large modular layout with wider end curves to allow the running of 
locoôs with a long wheel base. The indoor track uses R1 radius curves so is better suited to 
short wheel base locoôs such as the LGB Stainz. After some indoor running and as the   
weather was dry we went outside to run on the unpowered outdoor track. 
 

Hugh Keal had an LGB Stainz loco that has been converted to battery power and radio control. 
This loco pulled a train of LGB Feldbahn four wheel side discharge hopper cars including two 
that Hugh had 3d printed. When you got close to the 3d printed wagons you could see that 
they were 3d printed but if you stood back they were almost indistinguishable from the LGB 
ones. 

 

The outside track is one large circle with a passing loop. After awhile I placed my Fowler F30 
diesel with two Snail beach hoppers that came from the Dorbeck Carriage and wagon works 
along with a LGB Feldbahn flat car that has a small workers hut mounted on it and now acts as 
a guards van. The Fowler loco was made by Essel Engineering in the UK and it is manually 
controlled. I set the train going and adjusted the speed to its fastest setting and Hugh used his 
radio control unit to keep the two trains separated. 
 

We enjoyed standing outside in the sun watching the trains circulate until the time when our 
stomachs told us it was time for afternoon tea and we then retired inside to partake in the     
delicious afternoon tea put on by Simon. 
 

After the tea break we went downstairs to watch James Davison try his loco and wagons on 
the indoor track. James had a small 0-4-0 DR steam loco with two freight wagons and it ran 
fine on Simonôs track. On behalf of the society I would like to thank Simon for once again   
hosting out winter meeting. 

 
The August meeting will be Sunday 17 August at Grant Alexanders track in Te Kauwhata and 
the September meeting will be at Andrew Stevens in New Lynn.  
 

See you there. 
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Simonôs train rounding the end curve - Photo Simon Sharp. 

Aerial view of Hughôs train - Photo Robert Graham. 
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Hugh watches Brian Miller taking a video of Hughs train - Photo Simon Sharp. 

Hugh train passing the level crossing - Photo Robert Graham. 
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Other shot of the indoor layout - Photo Chris OôBrien. 

James Davidson and Bruce Cropper discuss railway matters while Chris OôBrien watches the 
train - Photo Simon Sharp. 
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Roberts Fowler and train - Photo Robert Graham. 

Simon and James discussing some of the finer points of running trains on the indoor track - 
Photo Robert Graham. 
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Passenger train on the indoor layout - Photos Chris OôBrien. 

James DR loco on the indoor track - Photo Robert Graham. 
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The freight wagons on James train - Photo Robert Graham. 

Hugh Kealôs 3D printed wagons - Photo Robert Graham. 
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 WILLIAMS, Alfred Reginald (Alf).    Obituary 

  

Sadly I am reporting the passing of another one of our oldest members, Alf Williams, who 
passed away on the 27th of June aged 89 years. I missed attending the funeral because I   
didnôt see the notice. We havenôt seen a lot of Alf in the past years because sadly a number of 
our older generation are suffering these ailing degenerative health issues. 
  
I first meet Alf in the early seventies as we were both in the Vintage & Veteran Car Club, which 
also included attending the panel beating classes at AUT Otara. Alf was then restoring his 
1930 chevy Roadster. 
  
Alf was brought up in Christchurch moving to Papakura with Rosemari and their young family 
to set up a printing plant for a major printing company at that time, Whitculls & Tombs I        
believe. 
  
In 1976 I left for my big OE in England, and that is where I first came across G scale mainly in 
the form of LGB.. I returned back home in 1989 with Liz and a young family; I hadnôt seen Alf 
for twelve and a half years. While I was away, Alf and Rosemeri had bought a Printing       
business called KIWI PRINT in   Papakura and on my return being a printer myself, I ended up 
working for that company for eighteen years. 
  
We had many interesting conversations and of course my new hobby of G scale came to the 
fore. Alf had stored in his loft a large collection of Bassett-Lowke O gauge left to son Grant, so 
he had an interest in the hobby and like a good number of us, we do need a hobby from the 
hobby. 
  
At that time, Hobby City in Auckland were selling early cheap Backman G Scale sets with the  
4-6-0 and I bought a couple. Alf came around one evening to have a look with his wife       
Rosemeri, leaving later with a set. Rosemeri, his wife for 67 years wasnôt impressed, but in the 
end she understood the hobby. 
  
Alf and Rosemeri had a large property in Karaka and Alf began converting a pile of dirt into an 
impressive garden railway. The name he gave his railway was Alfrosa and the station was 
called Spotswood. This was named after the station on the north line out of Christchurch on 
the Picton line where he and his parents would regularly go to on camping holidays. 
  
The end of year club meetings which included the AGM and BBQ, were all held at Alf and 
Rosies including the mid-year and even when it was raining trains still ran. 
  
Alf played a major role in the development stages of the group and his sad demise is    
acknowledged; he was an early stalwart, and our condolences to the large Williams family. 

Alf Williams Obituary 

Story and Photos - Michael Hilliar, Auckland 
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Alf October 2004. 

Alfôs favourite the Sumpter Valley Railway mallet. 
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Donna lee loco at Alfôs Spotswood station, the church in the background built by his daughter   

Helen 

a wet midyear [July] meeting 2003, we bult them tough then days, Alf under the left hand umbrella. 
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Above - 

 

2006 meeting  Sadly a 

number in this picture are 

no longer with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Left -  

 

Don Oliver helping Alf set 

up his Sumpter Valley at 

2013 Model X.  
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Above - Well groomed garden probably down to Rosie. 

Below - Bassett- Lowke Flying Scotsman. 
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Wairarapa Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report and Photos - Lloyd Dickens 

Floor layout also setup. 

ANZAC Hall 
Wairarapa First Indoor Event for Year 
 
The Wairarapa Garden Railway Group holds two indoor events each year at ANZAC Hall in 
Featherston. The wooden building was built in 1916 to entertain troops from the local training 
camp. It is a ideal place to have our indoor event as the large floor area allows two separate 
tracks to be setup.  
 
Wellington setup their own track, two loops. We setup up on tables and run DCC on the      
outside loop and battery power in the inside. 
There was a great turn out from both groups, we brought a shared morning tea and lunch. 
 
From Wellington Chris Drowley had a few of trains running, a Climax logging train and a USA 
Trains GP30. Chris also had a NZR DG locomotive ex Kerry Patterson with some Wayne 
Haste wagons. 
 
Murray Clarke has some new locomotives and had one of them there, a German Class 99. 
Brendon Clarke brought along some carriages made by his father some years ago but now 
have new bogies made by Ian Galbraith using 3D printing.  
 
Brendonôs son Lucas ran his newly acquired Thomas locomotive and carriages. 
I ran a newly acquired Rail truck into which I put a DCC decoder. It ran well for most of the 
day. 
 
We are back September for another indoor running day. 
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Chris Drowleys Climax Logging Train. 

Table top layout in Anzac Hall. 
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Chris Drowleys USA Trains GP30. 

Warren Stringer and Ian Webb in deep discussion. 
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Chris Drowleys Climax. 

Phil Smith and Chris Drowley. 


































