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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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Wellington Garden Railway Group meeting March 2025 

 
Saturday April 5th was my turn to host the monthly AGRS meeting, on the Rainforest Garden 
Railroad in Aucklandôs Waitakere Ranges. The weather was not promising in the days leading 
up to the weekend, but the sun finally came out on Saturday morning. A couple of random rain 
showers in the morning were concerning, but the weather cleared just in time, and we had a 
pleasant afternoon of train running for the small group who attended. 
 

The Rainforest Garden Railroad was originally inspired by visits to the famous Train Garden in 
the Chicago Botanic Gardens. After a number of conversations with the team who run that  
display, we decided to attempt something similar (but on a much smaller scale of course) in 
our own garden. In keeping with the spirit of the Train Garden which inspired it, the aim of the 
Rainforest Garden Railroad is to enhance the garden, not to be an outdoor scale model       
railway layout. 

 
The Rainforest Garden Railroad runs around our septic tank. This means that mains electricity 
is conveniently located nearby. On running days the transformer is plugged into a mains   
socket above the septic tank pump, adjacent to the track. 

 
The area within the track loop is the top of the septic tank itself. This means we are limited in 
terms of the weight and depth of any objects or plants which might be placed here. We     
eventually settled on the grass garden which can be seen in the first photograph.  

 
In the early days track power proved to be challenging, due to the endless coating of the rails 
with tree gum and other detritus. Various track cleaning methods were attempted. Eventually a 
highly effective formula was found; genuine scotch brite moistened with methylated spirits,   
followed by a firm wiping of the rail with the corner of a linen cloth. This has proved very       
effective, and track power has continued to be very reliable over the years. 

 
Another lesson learned the hard way was the railroadôs gradients. These have been            
progressively eased over the years,  but still sections require some careful train planning. 
 

The tunnel is a recent addition. The tunnel portals, which many will recognize as Michael Hilliar 
casts, blend nicely with the bird bath and various ornaments around the garden. 

 
With a lot of garden to attend to on our property, the Rainforest Garden Railroad has been a 
case of ña little bit newò or ña little bit improvedò each year. What began as a loop of track 
around our daughtersô trampoline has become a special feature of our garden. 

Auckland Garden Railway Society Meeting  

Report - Chris OôBrien, Photos - As Credited 

As the nights are getting longer and the days shorter the Auckland group activity for May is a 

group dinner. The dinner will be 6pm Sunday 25 May at the Black Salt Bar and restaurant 

New Lynn (see https://blacksaltbar.co.nz/) I hope to see many of you at the dinner, we can 

have some good food with a drink and can have a yarn about our railway and other activities. 

Please RSVP to me 

at grahamclannz@xtra.co.nz or robert.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz                                 

or send a text to 021 529 015 by Wednesday 14 May. Thanks Robert Graham 

https://blacksaltbar.co.nz
mailto:grahamclannz@xtra.co.nz
mailto:robert.graham@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
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The Rainforest Garden Railroad provides part of the boundary between the garden and the 
native bush ï Photo Chris OôBrien  

Chris Colesô train crossing the main bridge as the afternoon shadows set in ï Photo Chris 
Coles  
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Simon Sharp and Chris OôBrien look relieved as Simonôs diesel loco easily brings a full train 
up the grade ï Photo Robert Graham  

Simon Sharpôs diesel loco makes light work of climbing the back straight ï Photo Chris    
OôBrien  
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Simon Sharpôs diesel loco hauls a train towards the tunnel at the summit of the line ï Photo 
Chris OôBrien  

Chris Colesô train passes the upper station ï Photo Robert Graham  
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Toby wonders if he should take the branch 
line instead ï Photo Robert Graham  

Chris OôBrien works the hidden controller as 
his train crosses the main bridge ï Photo  
Robert Graham  

Passing through the station at the lowest point on the line ï Photo Chris OôBrien  
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Wellington Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report and Photos - John Robinson 

WGRGôs April Running Day at the Kenlea Lakeside Railway 

 

A good thing about a running day on the last Saturday of the month is that one cannot         

procrastinate as one usually does in getting oneôs report of a running day off to the garden 

Whistleôs Editor.  A bad thing is that there isnôt time to write and proof read the length of report 

that the running day Clive Eastwood hosted at his Kenlea Lakeside Railway deserves.      

However be reassured it was a very good and well attended running day on a surprisingly 

warm autumn afternoon. 

 

Cliveôs has managed to fit in a 

dual track óLô shaped railway 

into a small, yet very pleasant, 

suburban garden complete with 

a decent pond, lots of buildings, 

and quite a few bonsai trees 

with a back drop of mature 

trees and shrubs. Most of the 

buildings were built by Brian      

Cashmore and came to Clive 

when Brian had to downsize 

and relocate.  Recycling at itôs 

best!  Not featuring in the    

photos are two aviaries at the 

north end of the railway, the 

birds seemingly quite            

unperturbed with the busy    

railway activity, perhaps they just arenôt train fans, shame. 

 

As usual an eclectic mix of guest trains ran, it wasnôt until near the end as traffic reduced that 

Clive got to run one of his own trains. Itôs an ironic sign of a good running day that the host is 

run off his feet looking after, feeding and watering guests and does have time to run a train!  

From what I saw the railway ran well with few, if any, of those usual sort of running day        

incidents.  Being in a small space curves are necessarily small, but with the way Clive has   

designed the railway, and integrated it with the planting, it isnôt readily apparent. And guests 

having enjoyed running days here before knew to bring stock that matched the railway. 

 

Track and battery powered trains ran most of the afternoon with a cameo live steam             

appearance towards the end. I did jokingly suggest someone should send out for pizza so we 

could extend the fun into the evening, something to consider next time maybe! 

The Kenlea Lakeside Railwayôs beautifully engraved name 
plate.  
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Davidôs Baldwin about to pass through the village in the centre of the railway with Gavinôs 
Davenport behind.  

Gavinôs 7/8thôs scale Davenport looping around the pond at the south-eastern end of the    
railway.  
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Gavinôs 7/8ths Davenport again, this time on the section of the railway just to the right and 
north of the central village.  The Davenport was able to circulate happily much of the           
afternoon making the most of the track power available, no worries about batteries going flat!  

And Vincent out of the snow tunnel, passing behind the village.  Brentôs train in the           
background.  
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John Rôs train emerging from a tunnel after passing around the pond.  

Following Vincent through the snow tunnel.  
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Chrisôs Regner Vincent steaming along.  It was steaming, just the steam was not that visible 
to the camera in the warm sunshine.  

Davidôs Baldwin negotiating the pond which is well stocked with gold fish.  
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The junction set up for fine scale operation with the connection to Mallaig in place. 

1. Introduction 

In creating my layout, I had reached the point where I had two separate railways: the outdoor loop and the indoor 

representation of Mallaig Station. The masterplan envisaged these would ultimately be connected up.  However, 

there existed a gap rather like that of the Great Central Railway at Loughborough which is campaigning to 

connect up its northern and south sections through the town and over the Midland Main Line. 

Master plan with Mallaig Junction on the right.  
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To bridge the 2.8 metre gap, I had originally created two somewhat lengthy boards of which only one was brought 

to completion. The need for the two boards was because of the differing standards and scales I work to: 

1:32 fine scale for the Mallaig and standard gauge British Railway West Highland operations. 

1:19 coarse scale narrow gauge models of various systems as takes my fancy. 

The completed board allowed the main loop outside to function for the coarse scale stock. However, Mallaig 

remained cut off. In practice, I found that this board was cumbersome to install and remove. It was also becoming 

increasingly heavier as I aged. Funny how this happens! 

Thus, a rethink was needed. 

At this point fate stepped in. I was in conversation with David Halfpenny (G1MRA) who has encouraged my 

endeavours with the dual standard system I am developing. Up to this point, I had conceived the idea of 

interchangeable boards as complete units to deal with points with differing standards. David came up with a 

refinement whereby, instead of treating a point as a complete unit, he suggested that only the crossing needed to 

be replaced. Uereka! Thank you, David. 

2. Design 

Having had this induced epiphany, I set out about redesigning the connection. This evolved into the following: 

¶ Three hinged approach boards from each of the approach lines: 

1. East approach from Craigenarden Viaduct 

2. West approach from Gleann Viaduct 

3. Indoor approach from Mallaig 

The first two would be hinged to drop down when not in use and have attached legs to provide intermediate 

support for the connecting boards. 

The Mallaig board would be a hinged raised board that would drop down for use to rest on the Gleann approach 

board. 

¶ A central board that would rest on and span the gap between the approach boards noted above. 

This board would have two interchangeable decks for either: 

1. The 1:32 fine scale crossing to allow access to Mallaig, or  

2. A section of plain track to connect up the main line with Mallaig isolated. 

In order to determine the lengths of each board, the following track geometry was developed: 

¶ The main line which describes a three-metre radius curve throughout the crossing as part of the east return 
loop of the main line. 

¶ The Mallaig branch that leaves the main line though a transition curve gradually increasing its radii to 
infinity (a straight line).  

Thus, the connecting point is a curved point making it much longer than a point with one straight track.  

With the point toe and crossing locations calculated, the board joint locations were established keeping well clear 

of these critical areas. This included making due allowance for the moving parts of the blades approaching the toe 

and the various check rails at the crossing. 

The two end boards for the main line which are designed to lower down when not in use, as noted above, had to 

remain clear of the ground when lowered whilst maintaining sufficient room along the path below for a 

wheelbarrow and wheelchair. The supporting legs also had to tuck up between the board frames and their 

support structures, when lowered, see below for clarity. These considerations also impacted on the design of 

these boards and their supports. 
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Views of the folded away edge boards from outside and inside. The hinged supporting legs tuck up between the 
main frames and adjoining support structures when stowed as depicted here. 

The final consideration was the presence of the workshop door that the Mallaig connection passed through.  

Firstly, the lifting Mallaig connection had to be clear of the door when not in use to allow the door to close. 

In addition, the remaining boards (for the coarse scale operation) also needed to be clear of the closed door in 

both lowered and raised positions.  

Thus, the door would only need to remain open when the railway was operating with Mallaig in use. 

3. Board Construction 

Aluminium angle and treadplate, salvaged from the original boards, was reused to form the new boards. As 

before, the angle sections were pop rivetted together to form rigid girders to support the treadplate decks. One 

other issue that had made its presence felt was some amount of ground movement. This had caused a degree of 

unevenness within the track which the Leek and Manifold locomotive with its huge overhangs and small wheel 

base vigorously accentuated at each joint. Lesson learned. In the revised design, the track decks were bolted to 

the frames with spacers in between to allow for future adjustment as necessary. Stainless steel hinges were 

rivetted to the frames at the appropriate connecting points. 

Two views of the frames under construction. 
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Decking being fitted  

The central span was treated differently with the interchangeable track decks that were simply allowed to slide 

down onto locating bolts without any attempt to hold them down. Ultimately, track alignment was assured by rail 

joiners connecting each of the rails at each end of every board. These are slid back onto their parent rails before 

moving the boards. 

4. Trackwork 

With the structures built, attention turned to the track. Firstly, the rail alignments were accurately plotted on the 

assembled decks whilst these were in position. Then the plain sections of track were constructed on each of the 

three approaches. These were all levelled up allowing for the gradient change coming off the rising Gleann 

Viaduct. Nuts, washers, etc. were temporarily used to adjust these. Once I was happy with the horizontal and 

vertical alignments, the approach tracks were glued in place with exterior sealant. 

Track alignment being cross checked  


































































