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The Garden Whistle is published monthly by the Christchurch Garden Railway Group and features news 
from various Large scale Groups in New Zealand.  

Each club is a separate identity and the contact details may be found in club contacts.  

 

Contributions of articles and/or photos are always welcome. Photos should be sent as separate jpg 
attachments.  

 

The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, Executive, or members of the 
Christchurch Garden Railway Group  

 

Editor: Iain Collingwood, Email: gw.editor@outlook.com 
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WGRG Christmas Running Day 

 
As is tradition for the Wellington Garden Railway Group our Christmas running day and feast is 
hosted by Brent Thompson and his parents Ian and Lesley at their railway overlooking the 
Pauatahanui Arm of the Porirua Harbour.  Itôs a great view, and thankfully in the lee of a      
northerly breeze, as the weather was a bit patchy at times, but not to the detriment of train  
running. 
 

Brent has added a couple of signs and a functioning set of reduced size crossing lights and 
bells, not sure if they are classed as Christmas lights, but they did add to the festivities.  As 
noted in previous reports from running days at Brentôs, he runs track power, so all tastes of 
train running were able to be catered for, i.e. track power, battery power and live steam.  Wind 
power too, but thankfully only one incidence of that when a couple of Martyôs carriages got 
caught by an unexpected gust, thankfully no harm done. 

 
And speaking of tastes, you knew I couldnôt go past commenting on the feast Lesley puts on.  
It was way better than the humble offering I cooked for Christmas Day on the barbeque at 
home!  What I donôt get is if this is how good Lesleyôs cooking is, not to mention the desserts, 
how do Brent and Ian stay so skinny? 
 

All in all a very pleasant day, well attended and I got so involved in the convivial conversation 
that I didnôt even run a train!  I did take photos though, so along with some photos taken by 
Lesley, Iôll leave the photos to describe the trains run. 

Wellington Garden Railway Group Meeting 
 

Report - John Robinson, Photos as Credited 

Rodneyôs Climax hauled logging train.  Its battery powered, the battery in the support wagon 
behind - Photo John Robinson. 
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Ian Wôs log train.  The loco was an LGB Forney until Ian decided to ñLets Give it a Bashò to 
produce this lovely logging loco with a lot of added detail.  It too is battery powered with the 
battery in the well weathered Swift Sixteen wagon behind - Photo John Robinson. 

Dave Aôs local shunt service - Photo Lesley Thompson. 
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Marty tending to his Roundhouse Fowler and its safety lifts - Photo Lesley Thompson. 

Grant Aôs train - Photo Lesley Thompson. 
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Dave Aôs drove his Ford Model T.  A conversion he has done from at ñtoyò to a battery      
powered rail truck - Photo John Robinson.  

Main Course, yum! - Photo John Robinson. 
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Not sure how the strange guy with the orange skin and bleached hair got here in his golf cart, 
but he did seem to enjoy the day.  Okay, itôs another of Dave Aôs battery powered conversions 
but let not facts spoil the fake news - Photo John Robinson. 

Dessert, more yum! - Photo John Robinson. 
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Brentôs new Railway Crossing sign, crossing lights and bells with some of the gathering 
WGRG members - Photo John Robinson.  

Chris Dôs Roundhouse Billy - Photo John Robinson.  
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Martyôs Roundhouse Fowler - Photo John Robinson.  

A closer view of Ian Wôs stunning conversion of and LGB Forney - Photo Lesley Thompson. 
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Douglas Wallôs coal train snaking around  the layout - Photo Editor. 

Christchurch Garden Railway Group Meeting 

Report - Editor, Photos as Credited 

Our first running day for the year was hosted at Kabita Whaleôs Collins Creek Branch Railroad 

on Sunday the 19th of January with the weather not looking too favorable the call was to carry 

on, luckily the call was the right one with the wind and rain staying away. 

 

In the last 6 months since having a running day on the layout, trackwork has been tweaked, 

scenery work has been continued with and structures are being created.  

 

Many members began to arrive and number increased, as did the amount of trains running. 

Most of the time there were at least 6 trains running at any one time and main line traffic had to 

be slowed to allow trains to proceed onto the main.  

 

The only time traffic was halted was when members stopped to enjoy afternoon tea, Thank 

you to Kabita for a great running day. 
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Andrew Bishop and Andrew Wilsonôs trains lined up - Photo Andrew Bishop. 

Oliver Hamers train passing Carter Station - Photo Bill Stanley. 



Page 12 

THE GARDEN WHISTLE 

Kabita Whales K27 hauling Freight - Photo Editor. 

Douglas Wallôs Dash 9 passing the township - Photo Bill Stanley. 
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Andrew Bishopôs Electric BR103 - Photo Andrew Bishop. 

Oliver Hamers FA1 crossing the bridge - Photo Ian C Galbraith. 
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Birds eye view of the cross over - Photo Andrew Bishop. 

Noel Collingwoodôs Spreewald  passing through the township - Photo Ian C Galbraith. 
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Dash 9 Rolling by again - Photo Bill Stanley. 

Neil Wiggins setting up his train in the background - Photo Editor. 
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Andrew Bishopôs mixed freight train - Photo Andrew Bishop.  

Dash 9 crossing the trestle - Photo Ian C Galbraith.  
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Noel Collingwoodôs train crossing the trestle bridge - Photo Editor.  

Douglas Wallôs coal train on the high line crossing the bridges while Neil Wiggins Climax is on 
the lower line - Photo Ian C Galbraith.  


































































