
TGRS General Meeting at 
Rincon West RV Park 

Date:  Saturday, February 9, 2019 

Time:  Trains run at 12:00pm-1:00pm 
Meeting at 1:00pm 

Where:  4555 S Mission Rd,  Tucson 85746 

RITG Hosts must attend to pick up RITG host 
supplies.  If you can not attend meeting, make 
arrangements for someone to pick them up for you! 

Directions to RCW RV Resort 

Take I-19 S, go 1.3 mi to Ajo Way, exit 99.  Turn right 
(W) onto Ajo Way and go 0.9 mi.  Turn left (S) at 
Mission Rd., go 0.6 mi.  Turn left at Via Ingresso (first 
traffic light).  Take immediate first right at Gate 
House entrance to Rincon Country West RV Resort.  
Once through gate proceed down main boulevard to 
club layout located on left at end of Boulevard.  
There is plenty of parking on the left in parking 
spaces located all around the RCW auditorium next 
to the train layout. 

Rincon Country West Railroad 

The RCW Railroad is the ongoing project of the 
RCW Garden Railroad Club located at the Rincon 
Country West RV resort.  The club has been 
developing its layout over the past eight winters as 
most of our members are “snowbirds”.  We have 
over 1000 ft. of track with five independent loops and 
two trolley lines. One fully automated trolley line runs 
three trolleys simultaneously.  Throughout the winter 
months we run over twenty-five different locomotives 
on a schedule posted for the viewing pleasure of 
park residents and club members.  Our Village of 
Rincon is composed of lighted, scratch built and kit-
built structures named for existing clubs in the RCW 
Park (Shuffles Boarding House, Tennis Court 
House, etc.).  Our extensive vegetation is 

maintained by club members and has its own irrigation 

system.  Our storage Train Depot (built by club 
members) contains a work bench, shelf and track 
storage for trains and all our electronics.  
 

 
 

Important Message from Willis Fagg: 

 

I now have possible candidates for several 

positions but I’m still seeking members who would 

be interested in joining the board or becoming an 

officer. I am especially looking for officer 

candidates (president, vice president, secretary 

and newsletter editor).  

 

Please contact me to “put your name in the hat”. 

 

 

Welcome new members 

Andy & Pam Kerr 

James & Debra Ellsworth 

Wesley & Lori Whitman 

Michael & Kathy Leonard 

25 years 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/4555+S+Mission+Rd,+Tucson,+AZ+85746/@32.1694349,-111.0070383,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x86d679fc10b22381:0x88f9a339a41648f5!8m2!3d32.1694304!4d-111.0048443


SOCIAL ACTIVITES UPDATE 
By Chuck Cook 

 
 

We had a fun time for the January outing, so let’s 
return to The Red Garter Saloon, located at 3143 E. 
Speedway just east of Country Club. The date is 
Wednesday, February 20th. The food is always 
great, the service excellent (Adriana), and the 
conversation varied and fun. We will look forward to 
stories of trains received for Christmas, kids you saw 
at our many December layouts and of course your 
big New Year’s escapades. We have to repeat that 
part because folks like the Mitchells failed to tell us 
about their big Xmas present. Be there at 11:00 for 
pool (no rules, loose score keeping and lots of fun), 
or 11:45 for lunch. Call Chuck Cook at 977-7673 with 
any questions. Next month we will do a weekend 
luncheon. 

 
 

One agenda item for the February 
General Meeting will be a 
proposal for changes to the club 
by-laws.  The proposed changes 
can be found at the end of this 
newsletter. 

Just like the proverbial Phoenix 
by Jerry Tulino 

When one layout is dismantled, some of it 

rises up again to enhance another one.  This 

is the case with Mike and Jane Dorgan’s 

western themed railroad.  Once they 

decided to down size and move out of their 

home, the task of removing the layout 

began.  As a result, they donated much of 

what they disassembled to the club.  Glenn 

and Janet Mitchell and I brought it to the 

Rodeo Parade Museum to update their 

layout.  We placed many of the items there 

including grandstands for the rodeo arena, 

freight wagons, a hearse, some people, a few 

animals and several decorative/detail pieces 

such as sacks of flour and children on a 

swing.  It all added just another bit of detail 

and authenticity to the display.  The Rodeo 

Parade Museum staff wishes to thank the 

Dorgans for their generous and welcome 

gift. 

 

https://redgartertucson.com/
tel:%28520-908-1312
mailto:taylor1985@comcast.net


TUCSON GARDEN RAILWAY 
SOCIETY 

GENERAL MEETING 
January 20, 2019 

 
Gadsden Pacific Division Toy Train Operating 

Museum 

 
The Museum was thanked for hosting. Forty (40) 
members signed the attendance sheet. New 
members Mike and Kathy Leonard and Wes 
Whitman were welcomed as was a guest, “Steve”. 
 
The minutes of the December General meeting were 
approved as published. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read by 
Ruth Taylor: 
 Checking (as of 01/17/19): $  1,602. 
 Savings (as of 01/17/19):   17,299. 
  Total on Deposit: $18,901. 
 
Receipts (from 12/01/18): $       330. 
(Christmas luncheon, shirts, donation, dues) 
 Expenses (from 12/01/18):     1,081. 
(trailer insurance, office supplies, Etc.) 
  Net Revenue:  $   -751. 
 
 Fiscal Year to Date Recap (2018/2019) 
  Receipts:  $   1,785. 
  Expenses:       4,004. 
  Net Revenue:  $  -2,219. 
 
  Dues paid 2018-19: $1,493 (46 renewals 
and 4 new member families; 15 from last year’s 
roster are unpaid.)  
 
Newsletter Editor’s Report: Always looking for new 
articles and pictures! 
 
Vice-President’s Report:  Upcoming events include: 

• General Meeting, Rincon Country West, 
February 9 

• Children’s layout to St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church, February 11-13 

• Railway Days in Chandler, AZ, February 23  
• Rails in the Garden (RITG), March 2-3 
• General Meeting, Bob and Sue Averill’s, 

March 16 
• Pima County Fair: setup begins 4/01, Fair 

begins 4/18, teardown begins 4/29 (5 
volunteers/shift needed) – please sign up by 
March 1 in order to obtain badges (if you do 
4 or more shifts) and parking passes 

• The next Swap Meet is 4/6 
A host for the May General Meeting is needed. 
 
Recap of past events: The VA display was much 
better attended on day 2 after excellent media 
coverage. There was a good turnout of visitors and 
club volunteers. The Ocotillo Learning Center Polar 
Express event was cancelled due to ventilation 
problems.  
 
Old Business: 
Public Layout Status: 

• Tucson Children’s Museum – no issues  
• Tucson Botanical Gardens – January meeting 

regarding changes was well attended. Some 
ideas have been implemented and more 
information and work sessions will be 
announced. 

• Diamond Children’s Center – no issues 
• Transportation Museum – no issues 
• Rodeo Parade Museum – spruced up and 

population increase (people, horses, Etc.) 
 
RITG 2019:  
   Sally Jacunski reported that we’re in good shape 
and volunteer signup is complete. Ken Karrels and 
Chuck Cook are handling the press releases and 
advertisements. The Website is scheduled to go live 
today (Jan. 20) with the link to RITG. Members were 
encouraged to take flyers to post in doctors’ offices, 
libraries, and other spots where they are likely to be 
noticed. Host packets will be distributed at the 
February meeting.  
   There was discussion about choosing a date for 
RITG 2020 and the weekend of March 14-15 was 
approved. This was done in order to have the cards 
printed and ready for handout at this year’s event. 
 
New Business: 
   Board of Directors Election: Nominations will close 
in April in time to be published in the May Newsletter 
and prior to the elections at the May General 
Meeting. Willis Fagg encouraged new members to 
become an officer or at-large member as a way to 
learn more about and to participate more fully in the 



club and its activities. Please contact Willis if you are 
willing to be on the ballot. 
   By-Laws Items:  The attendance signup sheet was 
explained. There have been some changes 
suggested to the by-laws to be voted upon. 
According to the current by-laws, there must be at 
least 35 members present for a vote. Due to 
dwindling club membership, our usual general 
meeting attendance over the past year has been 
about 30, unless the meeting venue includes a 
special event and/or a meal.  
 
Committee Reports: 
Website – RITG 2019 link going live after today’s 
meeting. 
Clinics – John Carmichael has 3 openings left for his 
roadbed clinic; Gary Martin has scheduled a 
Styrofoam buildings clinic for April 13. 
Social Activities – no report but the next luncheon at 
the Red Garter will be February 20. 
 
Other New Business: 
Bob Conrad invited members to take part in a tour 
of Great Britain in April. Rich Hull in Phoenix is 
arranging it.  
 
2019 is the 150th Anniversary of the completion of 
the Transcontinental Railroad. Make reservations 
early if you plan to attend any of the festivities. 
 
Bob Kuyper of the Gadsden Pacific Toy Train 
Operating Museum gave a history of the nonprofit 
Museum. He also requested that we go online to 
vote for the Museum in the Northwest Explorer 
Newspaper’s “Best of the Northwest 2019” 
competition – Places for Family Fun. He also asked 
us, and we agreed to take and distribute their 2019 
open house calendars at the County Fair. 

 
The next general meeting will take place at Rincon 
Country West on February 9. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Gina Blackwell, Secretary 

Feedback from a 

visitor to our VA 

layout: 
 

 
Wanted to say I really appreciated your display 
at the VA Blind rehab at Christmas.  I was there 
for a month and missed Christmas with my 
family.  Made me think of the trains I’d had and 
wish I had. 
 
Sorry, but I don’t remember the gentleman’s 
name that I was speaking too. 
 
Thanks for bringing this display to us. 
  
Joseph Betters (all the way from Cape Cod, MA) 

  
 

 
 



Trivia Corner 

Courtesy of Jerry Wilson 

 
STANDARD GAGE:  A distance of 4 
feet 8-1/2 inches between the 
heads of the rails. 
 

 
 

SIDETRACKED 
By Claudia Nelson 

Who were the Harvey Girls – 

And Why Do They Matter? 
 

They were young, single, intelligent women 

who were also of “good character,” and, 

presumably, had the sort of sense of 

adventure that propelled them to unknown 

territory in the 1880s to work as waitresses. 

Their legacy: Helping to make travel in the 

West a lot more enjoyable by serving tasty 

meals in pleasant surroundings and bringing a 

touch of graciousness to a mostly unsettled 

land. 

 
 
 

The Old Engineer Sez:  Never ask 

old people how they are if you have 

anything to do that day.” 
 

 

 

The 2019 National Garden Railway Convention 
will be held August 27-31, 2019 in Portland, 
Oregon. The convention will be held at the 
Double Tree Hotel in downtown Portland.  With 
easy access to freeways and the MAX light rail, 
the centrally located Double Tree offers top-rate 
accommodations for the best convention 
experience. On-line website registration will 
open on August 30, 2018. We will offer a short 
ride behind the SP Daylight 4449 steam engine 
to our BBQ at Oaks Park on the  Willamette 
River. We will be selling 18 one-way cab rides 
in 4449 for the short, two mile ride. Cab rides will 
sell out quickly, so plan to register early. 

The convention has been moved to the last 
week in August, so there is no longer a conflict 
with the National Narrow Gauge Convention in 
Sacramento being held the first week in 
September, 2019.  We are working with the 
planners of the NNGC, and some layouts in their 
pre-convention tour are expected to be included 
in our post-convention tour. 

Registration is now open. 

 

https://www.xanterra.com/explore/culture-lifestyle/who-were-the-harvey-girls-and-why-do-they-matter/
https://www.xanterra.com/explore/culture-lifestyle/who-were-the-harvey-girls-and-why-do-they-matter/
https://2019ngrc.wildapricot.org/


 

TGRS Officers and Board of Directors 

President: Glenn Mitchell- president@tucsongrs.org 

V-President: Dennis Mahar - vicepresident@tucsongrs.org 

Secretary: Gina Blackwell- secretary@tucsongrs.org 

Treasurer: Ruth Taylor - treasurer@tucsongrs.org 

Editor: Claudia Nelson - editor@tucsongrs.org 

 At Large Board Members: 

Bob Averill - memberatlarge1@tucsongrs.org 

John Fennema - memberatlarge2@tucsongrs.org 

Jack Forgues - memberatlarge3@tucsongrs.org 

David Nelson - memberatlarge4@tucsongrs.org 

TGRS Website:  TucsonGRS.org 

Contact:  webmaster@tucsonGRS.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TGRS Membership Application 

 

 TGRS Membership Application 

 

 

The Tucson Garden Railway Society is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit corporation incorporated in Pima County, Arizona.  

Society members are interested in all areas of garden and 
modular large scale railroading. We welcome new 
members and hope you will consider joining. Members 
help each other build layouts and learn about railroading 
and modeling. The TGRS dues are $30.00 per year and 
are due on June 30th of each year. For new members, 
dues are pro-rated at $2.50 per month remaining in the 
year until June 30th, the first year. Additional name 
badges cost $1.00 for each badge after the first. 

If you are interested in the TGRS please contact one of 
the officers at the e-mails listed below. If you wish to join 
immediately, send a check and your name, address and 
telephone number and the names for any additional 
badges to: 

Jerry Tulino 
6911 E. Baker, Tucson, AZ  85710 

Calendar 
Thursday, Feruary 7, 2019 

Board Meeting – Mitchell 
Saturday, February 9, 2019 

General Meeting – Rincon West 
Monday-Wednesday, February 11-13, 2019 

Children’s Display – St. Mark’s Church 
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

Social Luncheon – Red Garter 
Saturday-Sunday, March 2-3, 2019 

Rails in the Garden 
Thursday, March 14, 2019 

Board Meeting – Mitchell 
Saturday, March 16, 2019 

General Meeting – Averill 
Monday-Tuesday, April 1-2, 2019 

Pima County Fair - Setup 
Friday-Saturday, April 5-6, 2019 

Train Swap Meet 
Thursday-Sunday, April 18-28, 2019 

Pima County Fair  
Thursday, May1-16, 2019 

Board Meeting - Mitchell 
Thursday, June-13, 2019 

Board Meeting - Mitchell 
 

http://tucsongrs.org/ClubInformation/HowToJoin.shtml
http://tucsongrs.org/ClubInformation/HowToJoin.shtml


  



  



   



  



  



 


