
Tucson Garden Railway Society – 2026 Rails in the Garden Tour

Saturday and Sunday, March 7th and 8th, 10am to 4pm both days:

Updated on August 9, 2025

Unless stated otherwise, all layouts are wheelchair accessible.

Note – For the most part, these layouts are at private homes

and, therefore, public restrooms are usually not available.

The number listed before each layout is the same number

that is shown on the tour map.

South Park and Western Railroad 39794 S. Riverwood Dr. 85739

The South Park & Western Railroad is based on the

narrow gauge mountain railroads of Colorado in their

heyday. Our layout is 20 X 70 feet in size and sits on a

2 1/2 foot tall raised “flowerbed”. The motive power is

steam  including   fully  functioning  LIVE  STEAM

power. Come watch as the engineer fuels, fires, and

operates these unique locomotives. This prosperous

railroad has recently acquired the assets of a local 2

foot  narrow  gauge  railroad  which  will  also  be  in

operation.

. Directions: From Oracle, turn east on Eagle Crest

Drive on the north end of Catalina. Take your first

right on to Edwin Rd. and head east about a half mile

and you will see an open gate into the Saddlebrooke

area on your left. You will be on Clubhouse Dr. Take

the second left onto Windwood Drive and then the first right onto Riverwood Drive.
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Cholla Patch Railroad 925 E Foothills Dr 85718

The 375 ft.  Cholla  Patch  Railroad emphasizes  the  gardening

aspect by incorporating a huge variety of desert plants and cactus

(especially  chollas).  The  railroad  winds  like  a  pretzel  along

handcrafted elaborate wood trestles, bridges, and a tunnel. The

layout is an intricate symphony of turn of the century Victorian

styles  and technology.  The extremely  detailed  buildings  even

have furnished interiors.

 The Cholla Patch also features the first g-scale Funicular to be

designed and installed  in  a  garden railway.   Keep your eyes

peeled  for  the  hundreds  of  inhabitants,  animals,  humorous

vignettes and the luxurious Victorian treehouse!

Directions: Foothills Drive is one block north of River Rd. off of 1st
Ave. Turn East onto Foothills Dr. then go to the 4th
house on the left (north) side of the street

Gadsden-Pacific Division Toy Train Operating Museum 3975 N. Miller Ave. 85705

OPEN SUNDAY MARCH 8 FROM 10 – 4 ONLY

 The GPD Outside G Layout, where kids operate the
model  train  throttles, was  designed  and  its

construction facilitated by club member Jurgen Zander,

friend Glenn Ellis and several volunteers starting in 2015.

We  acknowledge  the  model  layout  and  today’s

commercial railroads rest on lands previously inhabited by
the  O'odham  Jeweḍ,  Ndee/Nnēē:  (Western  Apache),

Sobaipuri, and Hohokam people.

The  theme  of  the  model  railroad  focuses  on  southern
Arizona featuring locomotives and rolling stock for the

Union Pacific, Southern Pacific and Santa Fe railroads.

Both steam and diesel era models are included. We also run “Thomas, The Train” for the enjoyment of young visitors.

The elevated layout covers approximately 600 sq ft, with 380 feet of electrified track. The dog bone shaped tracks consist of

three lower level tracks and two higher level tracks, one specular 3 1/2 foot high X 10 foot “S” curved wood trestle. In

addition, there are four tunnels, several small trestles, bridges and a waterfall feature.
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The numerous dioramas include models of the historical San Xavier Mission, Old Town Tucson, the exquisitely modeled

Clifton Passenger Station, plus examples of commercial and recreational buildings/activities. Two viewing stands allow

kids to look down on the layout while trains are running. All the trains and dioramas are stored in a near weatherproof shed.

The Museum and layout can be viewed during Open House most Sundays and can be rented for birthday parties and special

tours.

Directions:  From I-10 exit East on Prince Road, making an immediate Left at the First light- Runway Drive-Turn
Right on
Sun Tran Blvd. The street curves to the Left- Turn left on the first road- McMillian St. Turn right onto Miller
Avenue, the Museum is on the Left.

From the corner of Ruthrauff /La Cholla continue South on La Cholla, turn Left on Gardner Lane- First Right
is Miller Ave.

Street parking is allowed.

Southern Arizona Transportation Museum 414 N Toole 85701

This location will feature two layouts…

� Located in the Museum Hall you will find

an overhead railroad depicting the 1880s.

The locomotive is similar to the full scale

mogul locomotive next to the UP railroad

tracks. 

� The next  layout  is  located right  below

locomotive 1673 and is a “point to point”

configuration. This layout depicts some of

the buildings that were in downtown Tucson

in the 1880s.

Directions: The museum is located at 414 N. Toole
just a few doors down from the Amtrak station.

Coming from the east or west on Broadway turn
north onto Toole Avenue.

Coming from the north proceed on Stone Avenue and as you go under the boat dock you will then approach
Toole Avenue on your left. The museum is located at Toole and Pennington.
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Tucson Wagon and History Museum (formerly Tucson Rodeo Parade Museum)

4823 S. 6th Avenue 85714

This is a railroad based in the early frontier days of Tucson.

Sections of the Tucson area included are a Mexican village, a

“tent city”, a stockyard and the main street downtown with its

historic  train  station.  Trains  and  sounds  of  the  time  bring

Tucson’s past to life.

Directions: Take I-19 to Irvington,  go left  (East)  on Irvington

about 1 mile, turn left (North) on 6th Ave. and the museum is on

the right just north of Irvington. Or from I-10 take Irvington exit to

westbound Irvington. Turn North on 6th Avenue as above to the

museum on the right.

Rincon Country West RV Resort

4555 S. Mission Road  5746

The RCW layout has 5 interconnecting loops

with  approx.  1000  feet  of  track.  The  layout

accommodates Diesel & Steam, track power or

battery. During our Train-A-Thon event we have

run 23 engines pulling various rolling stock. The

layout depicts a canyon area, waterfall feature &

rural town with farm area. "Old Town" is located

along a running stream and a circus area. Four

tourist  trolleys and an abundance of  flowers,

trees and bushes showcase several whimsical

vignettes.  We  also  have  a  mountain  with  a

waterfall and a lake.

Directions: Although the address is listed as Mission Road, to get to the park turn east on W. Via Ingresso. This
is on Mission Road, south of Ajo Road and north of Irvington Road. Follow this road a short distance and you’ll
see the entrance to the park on the right. The park is gated and the guard will let you thru. Continue on the main
street to the large parking lot on the left. The layout is at the far end of the parking lot.
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The Juniper Ridge Railroad (JRR) 2561 E. Page Mill Dr.  85614

The Juniper Ridge Railroad was established in the

spring of 2025.  The JRR is based on the narrow-

gauge, steam powered railroads of the Southwest

in  the  early  1900’s,  that  served  small  Arizona

farming  communities,  logging  operations,  and

mining  towns.   Our  garden  train  layout

incorporates both the hobbies of gardening and

model railroading with just over 280 running feet of

track with most sections elevated on trestles up to

24  inches  high.   The  elevated  190-foot-long

mainline is a non-powered, double-dog-bone loop,

dedicated to battery/RC operated engines.  The

remaining single dog-bone loop stretches 90 feet

and  can  accommodate  both  track  and  battery

powered engines.  Attractions include a scratch-

built train station with hotel and other structures.

The landscape includes multiple varieties of dwarf

and bonsai junipers, crape myrtle, pomegranate, olive, and boxwood.

Directions: Take the I-19 South towards Nogales.  Take exit 69- Duval Mine Road and turn left.  Follow
Duval Mine Road ½ mile to Quail Crossing Blvd. and turn right. Continue on Quail Crossing Blvd. to
Quail Creek Country Club.  You will need to check in at the gatehouse then continue to Quail View
Loop (second stop sign). Turn left onto Quail View Loop and follow it ½ mile to N. Miranda Lane.  Turn
left on Miranda Ln. and a quick right onto E. Page Mill Drive.  The house will be on your left, 2561 E.
Page Mill Dr.
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The Oracle Community Learning Garden’s Kid’s Railroad 1644 E. Mt. Lemmon Hwy, 85623

The Oracle Community Learning Garden’s

Kid’s Railroad is located on the North side

of the intersection of Mt. Lemmon Hwy &

John  Adams  in  Oracle.  The  Kid’s  RR

provides local school children and visitors

an opportunity  to learn about  the historic

role  of  railroads in  the  development  and

settlement of Arizona. The historical venues

and  educational  posters  include  period

buildings and landscaping. Venues include:

The Mining & Smelting of Copper; Logging

and  Sawmill;  Cattle  Ranching;  Farming,

cotton & citrus; a small town with passenger

station and rail yard. Numerous trestles and

bridges are included to show how they were

used  to  transverse  the  diverse  Arizona

landscape.  This  unique  railroad

encourages  visiting  “kids  of  all  ages”  to

operate battery powered, “G” scale model railroad locomotives and rolling stock using remote controls. The “dog

bone” layout is 15 X 130 feet, includes approximately 525 feet of track, 300 foot main line, a 2% grade helix,

tunnel and “back-saving” staging track. 

Directions: North on Oracle Hwy through Catalina to the junction of Hwy. 77 & 79. Keep right on 77 Hwy toward
BioSphere. Continue on Hwy 77 past Biosphere toward Oracle. Turn Right on American Ave. and proceed
through Oracle approx. 3 miles. Turn Right off American Ave. onto Mt. Lemon Hwy and proceed two blocks. At
the intersection of John Adams and Mt. Lemmon Hwy, the entrance to Oracle Community Learning Garden and
the Kid's RR is on the left.

(Photography by various club members.)


