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Above: A Sonora Pacific locomotive steams past the town on F. John LaBarba's retaining wall railroad 
based on California narrow gauge railroads in the 1930s & '40s. • Santa Cruz, California

Below: This model of the Pomona Masonic Temple, built in 1909, is busy with activity on 
Memorial Day 2024. Container trains, including the Credit Union Train appearing on this 
issue's cover, travel past a switchyard on the Fairplex Garden Railroad. • Pomona, California
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Miami Valley Garden Railway Society will 
be hosting Fall open houses around Dayton 
and Springfield, Ohio, for the public to 
view their garden layouts and G-scale trains 
from 10 am to 5 pm Saturday, September 
28, 2024. For more information, contact club president 
Gene Rahrig (of mostlygscale.com) at 937-864-7411.

Columbus Garden Railway Society's annual 
Backyard Tours welcome the public to view 
garden railroads around Columbus, Ohio, 
from 1 to 5 pm Sunday, September 8, 2024. 
For more information, go to: thecgrs.org

Find Garden Railroading News Online
www.GRNews.org

facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingenews
facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingcommunity

instagram.com/GRNewsimages
youtube.com/channel/UCmuyDnk2QRy1e1Q1AMFXrJw

A Sampling of Regional Meets,  
Train Shows & Rail Fairs in the Fall

The National Steamup Symposium will 
steam up on October 9 to 13, 2024 in Lodi, 
California. Details at: www.steam-events.org

The 2024 California Central Coast Railroad Festival 
sponsored by the San Luis Obispo Railroad Museum 
is scheduled for October 4 to 6, 2024, with 
some events starting in September and Mod-
el Railroad Layout Tours (including G-Scale) 
beginning on Thursday, October 3, 2024.  
Info at: slorrm.com/ccrrf

LGB Electrifies Your Rails with 
Swiss RhB Rhätische Bahn Trains

LGB/Märklin is offering a rail car train and a locomo-
tive commemorating the history of the Rhätische Bahn 
(RhB) electrified railway in Switzerland. The Rhaetian 
Railway has been in operation in the Alps since 1889, 
serving cities such as Davos and St. Moritz. One third 
of the railway is a designated UNESCO World Heri-
tage site. Periodically RhB celebrates an anniversary 
with a special paint scheme.
The Allegra 3514 paint scheme looks back a little over 
80 years at mergers that helped the RhB grow. One 
end car is in the yellow of the former Bernina Railroad, 
the other end car nods to the Arosa Railroad's light 
blue/light gray, the middle car represents the Era III 
green/cream of the RhB. This powered multi-unit rail car 
train, called the "Ancestor Train," has been running on 
the RhB network in this design since December 2023. 

The LGB model of the Rhaetian Railroad class Ge 6/6 
II electric locomotive, road number 706, is a special 
version with lettering for the 60th anniversary of this 
class which first ran in 1957. The paint scheme and 
lettering are prototypical for Era V. It is modelled as it 
looked before the conversion of the side windows. The 
four wheelsets are driven by two powerful motors. The 
articulation at the center of the locomotive is correctly 
modelled and the roof equipment is prototypical.

L22227  RhB Class ABe 8/12 "Allegra"  
Powered Rail Car Train

L22065  RhB Electric Locomotive 
Ge 6/6 II, Era V

Both the train and the locomotive are equipped with 
an mfx/DCC decoder with many light and sound 
functions. The pantographs have digitally controlable 
servomotors. 

More information at:  
LGB.com or email customerservice@marklin.com

Arizona Big Trains Operators are planning their annual 
Christmas Garden Railroad Open Houses 
around Phoenix, Arizona, from 4 to 8 pm 
the weekends of December 14–15 and 
21–22, 2024. For updated information, go 
to: www.azbigtrains.org

Email editor@GRNews.org with your events.

http://mostlyGscale.com
http://thecgrs.org
http://www.steam-events.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingenews
http://facebook.com/groups/gardenrailroadingcommunity
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http://slorrm.com/ccrrf
http://LGB.com
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PIKO America Adds New Freight 
and a Track-Cleaning Switcher

PIKO continues to provide variety for G-Scale railroads 
modeling the past and the present.
Last issue we showed a Union Pacific flatcar with a 
pulpwood log load; extend your train with a Union Pa-
cific tank car or "put a tiger in your tank" with an Esso 
tank car which uses Esso's 1959–1973 Tiger logo. 

More information at: www.piko-america.com

38792  Union Pacific Tank Car 38796  Esso "Tiger" Tank Car

38508  Green Clean Machine 
 Track Cleaning Loco

38965  Santa Fe Chieftain Steel Reefer
PIKO's track cleaning loco is as useful as it is cute. 
Sit back and enjoy watching a run session while the 
Clean Machine works on your tracks, cleaning up for 
track-powered locos. This little guy is powered by 6 
‘AAA‘ batteries (not included) which provide up to two 
hours of running time for cleaning even large layouts. 
The front “radiator panel“ of the engine 
hood opens for easy access to the quick-
change battery clip. Mesh cleaning 
pads are highly effective and long 
lasting, with replacement packs 
available.

Add character to a western railroad with a Santa Fe 
reefer car featuring original 
artwork in the style of 
Santa Fe posters from the 
1900s for "the Chief way" 
and the landscape of the 
Southwest.

National Garden Railway 
Convention Notes

Sacramento GRS is hosting the 2025 
National Garden Railway Convention in 
Sacramento, California, from June 18 to 
22, 2025. Vendor hall and clinics will be at 
the Sacramento Convention Center. Friday 
night banquet will be at the California State 
Railroad Museum. Layouts will be open 
throughout the Sacramento area. Website 
under construction at: ngrc2025.org
In 2026, plans for a national convention may come 
together around the Amherst Railway Society's 
Northeast Large Scale Train Show (nelsts.org)  
generally held in West Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, in late April. Regional meets may 
be planned by clubs around the country.
At the Southeast Regional Get-Together Buffet, Ken 
Miller made a presentation for Nashville, Tennessee, 
to host the 2027 National Garden Railway Conven-
tion. Eighty-eight garden railroaders from 
California, Maine, Florida, Indiana, Ohio, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, 
Tennessee, and Georgia all voted "yes" to 
award them the 2027 Convention. Dates and 
activities will be published when available.

Articles Wanted for  
Garden Railroading News

Email: editor@GRNews.org. Submissions  
are welcome. We'd love to hear from you.
Consider writing about your layout, your G-Scale mod-
eling projects, and your train displays and steamups.

http://www.piko-america.com
http://www.coloradotoytrain.org/auctions
http://ngrc2025.org
http://nelsts.org
mailto:editor%40GRNews.org?subject=


News & Notes GR News Original Content Garden Railroading News Page 6

6

EnterTRAINment Junction Announces January 2025 Closing
You might have already heard the bad news but, after two years of trying to find a person or a group to buy the 
business and no takers, management of EnterTRAINment Junction, the world’s largest indoor model train display, 
[GR News featured layout July/August 2023] in West Chester, Ohio, has announced that it will discontinue opera-
tions in January 2025, with the specific date still to be determined.

“It is a sad day for us all,” said EnterTRAINment Junction 
owner Don Oeters, who created the train-themed family 
attraction sixteen years ago for the public to enjoy. “This has 
been a labor of love for so many years and a lot of really 
good people have put their hearts and souls into this project 
to make it the best family attraction possible. To have to close 
it all down is a real heartache for me.”
“We are announcing our closing intentions now,” said Oet-
ers, “so that the everyone has a few more months to enjoy En-
terTRAINment Junction’s many offerings before we close the 
doors. Those folks who love EnterTRAINment Junction and 
want to visit again, have a chance to do so. And for those 
who have always wanted to see EnterTRAINment Junction, 
but haven’t… well, we wanted to give them an opportunity to 
visit before closing our doors as well. After we close, we will 
be selling all the items left in Junction Hobbies and Toys, as 
well as all of our displays.”
EnterTRAINment Junction’s most popular events— Everything 
Thomas through Sept. 15, the kids’ no-fear Halloween cele-
bration Jack-O-Lantern Junction in the fall, and Christmas at 
the Junction in December—will go on as planned and offer 
the public a “last-chance opportunity” to experience these 
popular events one more time or perhaps for the first time.

Info at: www.entertrainmentjunction.com

Shapeways Declares Bankruptcy, 
But European Operations Resume

Shapeways, the 3D printing company that printed 
uploaded CAD designs in a multitude of materials, has 
filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy and closed as of July 
1, 2024, laying off all employees. The Shapeways.com 
website remains online, so if you are a user with print 
files stored there, you should download them before 
the website is taken down.
Shapeways started in 2007 as a spin-off of Royal Phil-
lips Electronics in the Netherlands, offering 3D printing 
of items in multiple plastics and metals. Venture capi-
talists took it public in 2021 and did not see the growth 
they expected. The U.S. company remains in bankrupt-
cy court, but factory assets in Eindhoven, Netherlands, 
have been acquired by former Shapeways managers 
and 3D printing has resumed in Europe through the 
company, Manuevo, at Manuevo.com. The Dutch com-
pany plans to step in where Shapeways left off.

Mamod Closes Factory
Adrian Lockrey, owner of Mamod, shut down Mamod's 
factory in Birmingham, UK, with an open house for 
enthusiasts on August 3, 2024. Due to a rent increase, 
the need to redesign models for a different fuel source 
(hexamine tablets are classified as an explosives 
precursor as of Oct 1, 2023, in the U.K.), and no new 
factory space within reasonable distance for employee 
travel, continuing manufacture of Mamod steam trains, 
steam tractors, and other traction engine models has 
ceased. Parts and such will still be available at a new 
website: mamodspares.com.
A video celebrating 87 years of Mamod steam en-
gines can be viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hulc8MipBqs&t=264s
A video of the last open day, including some demon-
strations of parts manufacturing,  can be seen at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSwWC6vdFx0

http://www.entertrainmentjunction.com
http://Shapeways.com
http://Manuevo.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hulc8MipBqs&t=264s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hulc8MipBqs&t=264s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pSwWC6vdFx0
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Print Copies of Garden Railroading News 
Are Available to Order On Demand

Print a copy on demand: Go to: 
www.blurb.com/user/GRNewsEditor  

or 
www.blurb.com/bookstore.  

Use the magnifying glass to search for 
"GR News" to find (and order) all issues.

Magazines are perfect bound on 
glossy paper printed to order. 

$10.90 per issue plus shipping. Order as a group if 
you belong to a regularly-meeting club and save on 
shipping. (Blurb.com also offers discounts regularly. 
Look for a coupon code when you visit their website.)
Our advertisers support the web and email costs of a 
digital magazine. Please let our advertisers know you 
appreciate their support for Garden Railroading News.

To advertise in Garden Railroading News, contact 
Bill Derville at: advertising@GRNews.org
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Coming Soon in GR News:  
Report on the San Diego  

Western UnRegional  
Mini-Meet

Al Kramer of Roll-EZ 
Wheels and San-Val 
Trains passed away 
June 24, 2024, after 
an accident while re-
covering from surgery. 
Al was an aviation 
enthusiast with a pas-
sion for model trains. 
Back in the 1980s he 
sold model trains from 
the back of his avia-

tion parts store San-Val at the Van Nuys airport. He 
designed Roll-EZ wheels to add a smooth ride to your 
model train. Every year, he held a barbecue and sale 
at the store to coincide with the Big Train Show at the 
Queen Mary in Long Beach. Folks would visit San-Val 
for the great food and the discounts one day and 
spend the rest of the weekend touring the booths and 
layouts at the Queen Mary. Al offered good prices 
and good value during the days when MSRP, manu-
facturer's suggested retail price, generally ruled the 
marketplace. Many of us started out with a Bach-
mann starter set purchased out of the San-Val back 
room.
Al supported the Fairplex Garden Railroad and 
numerous train clubs around Southern California. 
When he moved to Las Vegas, he took his enthusiasm 
for G-Scale trains with him, joining Las Vegas Gar-
den Railway Society and supporting their efforts. Our 
condolences to his family. He will be missed.

Albert Kramer 1944–2024 Trainz.com Expands Their Inventory  
By Acquiring HR Trains & Toys  

and Brasseurs Trains
H&R Trains, which operated for 47 years in Pinellas 
Park, Florida, was run by model train enthusiasts for 
model train enthusiasts. The store carried a wide range 
of products and shipped to customers around the 
globe from their instantly recognizable building featur-
ing a mural of locomotives. When the city chose not to 
renew their lease in May, 2024, the Morris family de-
cided to sell their inventory to Trainz and retire. Trainz 
acquired H&R Trains’ store inventory and moved it all in 
a 53-foot truck and a 26-foot truck in a single trip. 
Alice Morris and sons, Dennis and Jimmy, wrote, "To 
all of our treasured customers: We cannot thank you 
enough for all the years you have shopped with us, 
allowing us to open your hearts to railroading and to 
serve you the best possible way we could." They added, 
"To help you with your future train purchases, you may 
choose to shop online at www.trainz.com. They will do 
their best to serve you."
Last year, Trainz also acquired the inventory of Bras-
seurs Trains in Saginaw, Michigan. Brasseur Electric 
Trains was an iconic model train store in Saginaw 
founded by Robert (Bob) Brasseur in 1970. The business 
began with train repairs in the basement of the family’s 
home and became a Lionel Authorized Service Station 
in 1974. Brasseur Electric Trains moved to a brick-and-
mortar storefront after continued growth, offering train 
parts and a wide variety of model train products.
When K-Line went out of business in 2006, Brasseur 
Electric Trains acquired all of the available unassem-
bled K-Line parts and cataloged and sold them online 
for years. The store also had a large inventory of Lionel 
parts. Trainz is making parts available online in con-
junction with interactive exploded parts diagrams. 

For more information, visit: trainz.com
To sell a train or a collection, visit: sellmytrains.com

http://www.blurb.com/user/GRNewsEditor
http://www.blurb.com/bookstore
mailto:advertising%40GRNews.org?subject=
https://www.GRNews.org
http://www.trainz.com
http://trainz.com
http://sellmytrains.com
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Capturing the Spirit of American Railways, 
One Model at a Time

Code 250 and 332 Track & Accessories

Dealer Inquiries Welcome
(510) 324-3399

http://www.livesteamstation.com
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A Community Comes 
Together to Create a Garden 
Railroad with Local History

By Bob Bischoff 
Sun City Texas within Georgetown TX city limits 
Photos provided by Dave Rowlands and 
members of the Radio Control Modelers Club

Red Poppy Community Garden Railroad •  

continued on next page
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The Williamson County Courthouse sits in Georgetown 
town square at the center of the Red Poppy Railroad.

The Red Poppy Railroad models Georgetown, Texas, from the 
1940s through '60s when drive-in movies were very popular.

The view from the White Wing Golf Club cart path. Patrons of Mulligan's Restaurant watch from tables near the windows.

Many of us assume that when we are retiring, 
we will be slowing down and just enjoying life. 
Many times retirement is different than we imag-
ined. If anything, we are busier than ever before 
and enjoying all kinds of adventures. 

The Red Poppy Community Garden Railroad 
has become a wonderful example of what can 
happen when a simple retirement idea takes off 
like a rocket. Whether you consider yourself an 
artisan, dreamer, designer, craftsman, tinkerer, 
handyman, or just have the wonder of a child, Sun 
City Texas has a place for you. The Radio Control 
Modelers Club (RCMC) and Model Railroad Group 
(MRG) were looking for ways to increase inter-
est and membership. The club was chartered in 
September of 2011 and welcomes anyone with an 
interest in radio-controlled airplanes, drones, sail 
boats, power boats, rock crawlers, cars, rotorcraft, 
trains, and slot cars. There are locations through-
out Sun City where members display their skills in 
operating their models. But there was no designat-
ed spot for trains…until now. 

Located in Sun City Texas  
within Georgetown TX city limits



Bob Bischoff, Vice President of RCMC, and Bob 
Storbeck, the past RCMC President, presented the 
idea of a dedicated community layout based on garden 
railroads Bischoff saw on a trip to the 37th National 
Garden Railway Convention in Denver, Colorado, in 
2022, and planning began. Finding a location for the 
Garden Railroad was a collaboration between RCMC 
and the Sun City Texas Community Association (CA) 
Property & Grounds Committee, the CA Staff and sever-
al CA Departments, and the CA Board of Directors. Even 
though no financial funding for the project had been 
provided by Sun City Texas, the land on which it sits is 
part of the CA. Consideration also had to be given to the 
impact the railroad location would have on existing and 
adjoining properties. 

Finding trains available for use on the railroad was 
not a problem, but everything else would have to be 
donated, purchased, or constructed. Fund raising, do-
nations and sponsorships would be needed to make the 
project happen. Signs and boxes for mak ing donations 
were placed at Mulligan’s and Wriggley’s restaurants. 
The project seemed to take on the theme of “Build it 
and they will come.” As the word got around about the 
railroad, local businesses saw an opportunity to be a 
part of the project and get some recognition. Several CA 
chartered clubs offered support in the design and con-
struction of the various train, trolley, and engine sheds, 
and landscaping.

The site selected for the project is just outside the 
rear of Mulligan’s Restaurant, between the building and 
the cart path for White Wing Golf Course. The area was 
flat and required a design of terrain that enhanced the 
trains and their movement, but did not create drainage 
problems or a hazard to the nearby building and cart 
path. Weeks of discussion, design and creative problem 
solving went on while the donations were coming in.

A 40' x 60' raised bed was constructed with concrete 
footing and a 12 to 30 inch outside wall height built of 

10

Featured Layout: The Red Poppy Community Garden Railroad  GR News Original Content  Garden Railroading News Page 10

Raised bed location outside Mulligan's Restaurant.
A low fence will be added to protect layout from golf carts.

Raised bed footings.

Raised bed retaining wall and dirt bed with drainage.

Raised bed with decomposed granite fill top layer.

Lower track base stones set in place following hose layout .

continued on next page



Working on the base for 
the lower track.

continued on next page
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decorative stone. The infrastructure 
has a 3 inch drainpipe system, drip 
irrigation lines, GFCI outlets placed 
in strategic locations using 110 elec-
trical power with Romex wiring, and 
40 cubic yards of crushed granite. 
Over 500 feet of track was installed 
(Aristo-Craft Flex Track and LGB 
Track) in the layout. In addition, 
3,000 feet of 14-gauge stranded 
wire was used throughout the track 
system. For every 20 feet of track, a 
pigtail was installed for electrical con-
ductivity to the track.

An electrical power grid unique to 
the layout was designed and hand 
built by retired Sun City electrical en-
gineers. The panel pushes 10 amps 
of power throughout the upper track, 
lower track and trolley track. The 
panel includes fans for cooling and 
temperature control and other safety 
measures.

For the lower track base, old gar-
den hoses were laid out to define 
the track design, and once secured, 
12"x 3.5"x 3.5" limestone concrete 
edgers were placed next to the hos-
es, then buried into the crushed gran-
ite and leveled. Five-inch-wide com-
posite edging was chopped up into 
four-foot-long pieces and then Gorilla 
Glued to the top on the limestone 
edgers. Donated G-Scale Aristo-Craft 
track was then attached to the com-
posite.

For the top track base, 8"x 4"x 16" 
cement cinder blocks were vertically 
installed 2.6 feet apart from each 
other. Once again, the composite 

Hose to visualize upper track layout.

Upper track support blocks.

Upper track trestles being assembled.

Upper, lower, and trolley tracks.

Lower Track
Trolley

Upper Trestle

Engine shed & building foundations, including town square.

Main control panel and 
back-up sub-panel.

was glued on top, then the track was 
screwed down. Crushed granite was 
built up around the vertical blocks to 
insure stability and create hills.

Designing and constructing the 
ground and base of the area was 
done during the spring and summer 
months. Due to the extreme heat 
during the summer, you would see 
8 to 10 members of the RCMC and 
RMG working a few hours three 
times a week. Behind the scenes, 
there were 40 or more members 
working on parts of the project. 
RCMC and RMG members could 
be seen at all kinds of meetings and 
events talking about the project. 

It became clear that the proj-
ect needed a theme to work with. 
Georgetown Square in the era of 
1940s through 1960s was selected. 
The jewel of downtown Georgetown 
is the historic Williamson County 



Courthouse, and that would be prom-
inent in the display. While the terrain 
and base were being constructed, the 
Sun City Woodworkers Club (SCWC) 
built a 1:32 scale replica of the court-
house based on original blueprints. 
The RCMC provided building details 
and dome using 3D printing and a 
brick-pattern wrap. An artist overseas 
refined the design for the statue on the 
dome. The SCWC also built engine 
and trolley sheds used for storing roll-
ing stock between runs. To secure the 
stock within the buildings, automated 
radio servo technology was installed 
for each door. 

The Stained-Glass Club provided 
special windows for the engine sheds 
and the trolley shed. The 50 foot 
trestle was designed and built by two 
members of the Radio Control Club. 
The Visual Arts Club painted buildings 
and helped with decorations. Other 
residents from various clubs, who are 
professional architects, painters, elec-
tricians, and electrical engineers, have 
donated their time and talents.

Drip irrigation was placed in the 
original construction for real miniature 
plants to grow around the railroad. 
However, with low maintenance to-
tally in mind, it became evident that 
artificial plants and ground cover was 
the better way to go. This eliminated 
problems such as watering, animals, 
insects, pruning the plants, etc. Three 
ladies manage all the landscaping at 
the site. They utilized artificial minia-
ture plants, ground cover and rocks 
in various areas around buildings and 
other features inside the raised bed.

As construction continued, the 
need to protect the railroad from 
weather conditions became quite 
clear. Texas is known for hail, high 
winds and rainstorms that develop 
quickly. The solution was to install a 
40' x 60' shade fabric canopy that will 
withstand 130 mph wind gusts, soft 
ball size hail, and the Texas sun. The 
funding for the shade was provided by 
Nels Johnson, the owner of Mulligan's 
Restaurant.
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Engine shed post & beam 
frame in woodshop.

Engine shed roof structure.

Wives preparing engine shed 
roof shingles.

Engine shed roofing crew.

Engine shed internal view. Doors open and lock with radio controls.

Landscaped Courthouse on site.Courthouse construction at woodshop.

continued on next page
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13Pursuing low maintenance fea-
tures, we tried chopped up rubber 
tires in blue to make our water.This 
rubber is used around playgrounds 
and comes in several different colors. 
It looks like flowing rapids, and you 
can walk in it too. We're told it fades 
in about 12 to 15 years. 

The garden railroad features both 
freight and passenger trains which 
travel around the area, a trolley that 
travels through downtown, a work-
ing outdoor movie theater, the Wolf 
Ranch farm, a burning building, and 
a replica of Georgetown square with 
period storefronts. LED lighting has 
been added to the structures for eve-
ning viewing. Holiday themed details 
will appear throughout the year. 

A special effects team was orga-
nized to add interactive features. As 
you travel around the layout, you may 
bump into animated dioramas, includ-
ing Elvis in concert, Hobo Town musi-
cians, Batman outside the Bat Cave, 
a working sawmill, Perry Mason in 
a trial at the courthouse, and Wolf 
Ranch animal sounds. These exhibits 
can be triggered by pushing buttons 
located around the layout. More di-
oramas will be added in the future.

We wanted a variety of engine 
types to be available for club mem-
bers to run at the site. We run loco-
motives using track power, lithium 
battery power, and live steam. An 
ongoing project is in place converting 
track power engines to the RailPro 
lithium battery system. However, 
there will always be track power 
available for unconverted engines. 
The upper track has a third rail for 
32mm British 2-foot narrow gauge 
live steam engines.

Wolf Ranch.

Elvis in concert.Burning building.

Full service Mobil Oil station.

Golf course.

Sun City Texas train station 
on upper track.

Hobo Town.

A saw mill sits near the blue rubber river.  
A long trestle carries the upper track past Georgetown town square.
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Passenger train on upper trestle.

Houses, trolley station and trolley shed.

Featured Layout: The Red Poppy Community Garden Railroad  GR News Original Content  Garden Railroading News Page 14

Pet hospital diorama.

 To protect the project, a wrought 
iron fence was installed around the 
perimeter. The area between the 
railroad and the cart path has “but-
ter stick” stone barriers that provide 
outside seating for those viewing the 
railroad and prevent errant golf carts 
from getting a bit too close! 

The official grand opening of 
the Red Poppy Community Garden 
Railroad was in May of 2024. The 
trains run weekly on scheduled dates 
and times, which will be adjusted for 
holidays and special events. 

You may be asking “Will this proj-
ect be ongoing?” To quote the wife 
of one of the RCMC members,”It’s a 
hobby. It will never be finished!” The 
project is bringing new members to 
the RCMC, and you never know who 
is going to just drop by. Georgetown 
Mayor Josh Shroeder and Williamson 
County PC3 Constable Matthew 
Lindeman visited in April. Families 
and children can often be seen hav-
ing a “nose up to the window glass 
experience of what used to be.”

Multiple Sun City Radio Control Club Videos by Dave Levy on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/@suncityradiocontrolclub8239

Info at: www.redpoppyrailroad.com
Red Poppy TV tab for video choices.

https://www.youtube.com/@suncityradiocontrolclub8239
http://www.redpoppyrailroad.com
http://www.onlytrains.com
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Club Corner
Curated by Bill Derville, Past President
Rose City Garden Railway Society • Portland, Oregon

This column “Club Corner” has been my effort 
to help garden railroad clubs be more effective and 
grow their membership. I've heard that people in 
this hobby are discouraged because their club is 
shrinking, so I decided to give some thought to this 
subject. 

Membership retention is always a huge issue to 
everyone who wants to grow their club. Obviously, 
if clubs lose more members than they gain, they 
shrink instead of grow. But with some thought and 
effort, membership shrinkage can be minimized. 
Over the next couple of issues, I will tackle the is-
sue of membership retention. 

Hopefully our readers will explore this issue with 
me. If you think of other reasons or contributing 
factors, drop me a line at bill@derville4.com.  
I would love to hear from you. 

So, let’s get started.
What are the main reasons that clubs lose 
members? 
 1. Lose interest in the hobby
 2. Find the hobby is too expensive
 3. Lose interest in the club
 4. Don’t like the club any more
 5. The club is too geographically spread out
 6. Spouse is not interested in either the hobby or 

the club
 7. Ages out of the hobby; Too difficult to maintain 

or run a layout at their age
 8. Other competing interests.
 9. Move to a new location in another region or city 
10. Death 

Most of these are reasons are obvious, and a 
few can’t be avoided. But others can be minimized 
with some effort. Club officers can and should lead 
the way, but every member that cares about their 
club can take the initiative and help reduce the 
number of people leaving their club. 

Reasons 8 to10 are things we can’t do anything 
about. But let’s take a deeper look at the other rea-
sons. I will start with the first two, and continue with 
the others in the September/October issue.

 1. Lose interest in the hobby. That happens. 
It might be related to reason 8. There are many at-
tractive things we can do with our time. Our hobby 
can consume a lot of time; the bigger the layout, 
the more time it takes to maintain and add on to it. 

Club Corner • July/August 2024 GR News Original Content  Garden Railroading News Page 16

But what can clubs do to make 
the hobby more interesting? Some 
newer members may want to build 
a layout, but they don’t know where 
to start. Tom Gaps, a member of the 
Rose City Garden Railway Society, 
puts on two free clinics per year at 
his layout for people interested in 
the hobby. Basics such as the differ-
ent scales that run on G-Scale track, 
an overview of track, engines and 
cars, roadbed and layout construc-
tion, and some gardening are dis-
cussed, as well as information about 
our club. It is open to both members 
and non-members and is advertised 
in our Summer Tour of layouts. 
Several people have joined our club 
after attending. 

Some members, when they are 
getting started, hold an open house 
to get ideas from other members 
about the best track plan for the 
yard. You can also set up work par-
ties of interested members to work 
for a day on a new railroad. People 
learn from working on other’s lay-
outs. [See Club Corner, July/Aug 2021 
#4 Garden Railroading News.]

Another way is through educa-
tion. Many clubs hold clinics where 
particular projects are explained. 
These are often in conjunction with 
another club meeting or event; we 
hold them before our movie nights 
and at our fall social. 

Back issues of Garden Railroading News are available for free to everyone on our website: www.GRNews.org/archive.

Mike Fisher gives a clinic on Foam 
Board Construction & Scenery.

Continued on next page

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Li

nd
a 

Lo
ud

on

mailto:bill%40derville4.com?subject=Club%20Corner
http://www.GRNews.org/archive


Club Corner • July/August 2024 GR News Original Content  Garden Railroading News Page 17

Other clinics are full day or even multiple-day work-
shops where members can build a building or flat 
car load, body mount Kadee couplers, or convert a 
track-powered engine to batteries. You need a location 
with working room and tools for clinics where partici-
pants learn by doing. There is nothing like helping some-
one build something for their own layout to keep people 
interested in the hobby.

Many club members don’t have layouts. Open houses 
at other member’s homes allow them to enjoy the hob-
by without owning their own garden railroad. The open 
house host might even invite visitors to bring their loco-
motives and consists to run.

Many clubs have built modular layouts that are as-
sembled at train shows and other local events. This is 
another opportunity for members to run trains they own 
without having their own backyard layout.

 2. The hobby is expensive, but clubs can make 
equipment more affordable. The biggest inhibitor to 
building a layout is the cost of track. Our club buys track 
from people exiting the hobby for about $2 per foot and 
sells it for about $2.50 per foot, depending on the condi-
tion of the track. We also buy and sell turnouts and Split-
Jaw clamps inexpensively. Our club’s goal is to get more 
layouts built. [See Club Corner, Sept/Oct 2021 #5 Garden 
Railroading News.]

We also hold club auctions where members buy and 
sell G-Scale related equipment. Engines are typically 
sold in a live auction, and everything else is in a silent 
auction, usually during a business meeting. [See Club 
Corner, Nov/Dec 2021 #6 Garden Railroading News. All back 
issues are available at no charge on the GRNews.org website.]

That covers my thoughts about the first two reasons 
people drop out of our clubs. Neither reason is the fault 
of garden railroad clubs, but clubs can do many things 
to keep members interested in the hobby and keep it 
affordable.

In the September/October 2024 issue, we will explore 
problems in our clubs, and what can be done to correct 
or prevent them so we can keep our clubs strong and 
growing. 

I am always happy to hear your thoughts about club 
retention. You can email me at bill@derville4.com.
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Puget Sound Garden Railway Society modules 
at Puyallup Great Train Show 2024.
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continued on next page

What Is a “Test Track?”
By Gary Woolard

Photos by Carla Brand Breitner unless otherwise noted

Like most of us, I’ve spent many hours drooling over 
pictures of complicated track plans and fully scenicked, 
almost photo-realistic layouts with buildings, lights, plant-
ings and figures all to scale. Someday, hopefully, I’ll build 
one. But for right now, I’m building something somewhat 
different — an ‘elevated layout,’ or what I’ve heard the 
Brits call a ‘test track.’ These are often simply a large 
oval of track laid directly on a chest-high table, usually 
open on the inside to allow operators quick access to 
their locos. They are most often used to run live steam 
trains, and for live steamers like me, that immediate ac-
cess is the key.

Sure, we’d love to see our engines pull a long train 
past a detailed town, chuff out of sight around a moun-
tain or into a mysterious tunnel. But if the train doesn’t 
come back around that mountain or through that tunnel, 
the sparky engineer can be justly annoyed at an incon-
venient derail. The live steamer’s heart skips a beat, or 
even two! Has the loco tipped over? Has it run out of wa-
ter? IS THE FIRE STILL ON? The live steamer’s worst 
nightmare is a hot fire and a dry boiler. In our gauges 
and pressures nothing will explode, but many precise 
and critical fittings could warp, burn or deform, causing 
hundreds or even thousands of dollars in damage, and 
possibly damning your favorite loco to a future as a shelf 
queen!

Gauge One live steam engines are almost always 
heavier and more expensive than their sparky brethren. 
They do not like grades. They balk at tight curves. They 
are frightened of tunnels. They hate track that is not per-
fectly in gauge. And most of all, live steam locos do not 
appreciate inattentive operators. 

Running on a simple test track is a solution to many 
of these problems. It allows engineers to stay with their 
engines at just about any location. The entire track is vis-
ible, and any obstructions, kinks, or misthrown switches 
can be attended to before the train approaches them. 
And if you don’t have to bend down to the ground, it’s a 
lot easier to get up!

Even on a test track, It’s not unusual for a live steam 
loco to slow down as it enters the friction of a curve, or 
even come to a complete stop, especially if it’s pulling 
a heavy consist. Often it will just pause for a moment, 
gathering its breath, so to speak, until it builds up more 
steam pressure to continue on its way. It might even 
need a gentle nudge. But it might be out of fuel or water, 
or the fire may have quit for a variety of reasons. It’s time 
to go take a look at it. 

Where’s the needle on the pressure gauge? What’s 
the water level in the sight glass? Can you hear the 
fire going? On a test track all of this is simply a matter 
of keeping your eyes and ears open, and taking a few 
steps over to the engine if you haven’t been following it 

Boiling  Boiling  
Water Water 

An Occasional Column about Live SteamAn Occasional Column about Live Steam

Steam trains are prepared to run in a backyard switchyard. Track for steamers can be at chair height.

Track at Los Angeles Live Steamers is accesible to 
club members and on view to the public monthly.
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around the oval already. (Incidentally, running live steam 
is an excellent way to keep your ‘steps’ count up.)

Ideally, a live steam layout should have a siding or 
two, or a spur or extension, that’s at a comfortable height 
for operators to prepare their engines before going ‘out 
onto the main.’ Lubrication, steam oil, fuel and water are 
all necessary rituals before ‘lighting off’ your loco, and 
then of course you simply have to wait several minutes 
for your watched pot to come to a boil. No sense in tying 
up the mainline before your engine is ready.

It’s possible to take a sort of ‘hybrid’ approach, es-
pecially if you can build your layout on a slope. On the 

slope, the track runs through a classic ‘garden railroad’ 
environment, complete with scale buildings and plant-
ings, but at the lower end of the slope, you ignore the 
natural grade and put your track up higher on legs or 
posts, where it’s easily accessible for lubrication, fueling 
or watering.

But if that’s not possible — if all you have room for is 
a test track — some track on a table on legs — maybe 
you can take those lemons and make some lemonade. 
Can the legs be taken off? Can the table be disassem-
bled as ‘modules’ and reassembled someplace else? 

continued on next page

Fixed	Bridges	–	starting	at	$169	
Curved	Bridges	–	starting	at	$235	
Drawbridges	–	starting	at	$535	

Single	Track	and	Double	Track	options	
Bridge	drop-In	Lift-Out	Clamps	–	$53.75/set

Multiple live steam trains can set up and run on the 
Paso Robles track at the National Summer Steamup.

At Richard Murray's railroad, steam engines set up on 
a turnout before heading through a detailed layout.

http://www.rcsofne.com
http://www.railclamp.com
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Congratulations — you have a portable layout. Take it to 
a steamup somewhere!

Sure, Gauge One live steam is a niche inside the 
niche hobby of garden railroading. Even so, there are 
more live steamers, with more locos and trains, than 
there are layouts to run them on. So ‘steamups’ are 
common, where several live steam hobbyists get to-
gether to run on somebody’s test track, and show off the 
hobby to the public. Steam clubs with portable layouts 
are regularly invited to participate in community celebra-
tions during holidays and ‘railroad days,’ and are always 
very popular. Admittedly, some of these layouts are 
only ‘portable’ to an optomist with a U-Haul trailer and 
several good friends, but it seems to be worth it. For live 
steamers, a test track is a sort of ‘social attractor’ — our 
version of a neighbor’s back yard swimming pool or bar-
becue. Getting together at steamups to run our trains is 
how we learn and teach each other the finer points of 
live steaming.

Miniature Plant 
Expert & Author

creates gardens 
for model trains!

Steam trains on a 'portable' track during the Lomita 
Railroad Museum Family Fun Day in 2023.

Packing up track to take back home.

Track at Sacramento Live Steamers includes a scale trestle.

Geoff Clinton's set-up track extends out of a raised bed.
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Accucraft* AMS*AML 
 Kadee*Bridgewerks*Bachmann 

Phoenix Sound 
*Splitjaw Railclamps*Piko*LGB

*USA Trains Revolution
*Rail Pro* Tsunami2-Blunami

PIKO 
R5 RH Man Switch  $76.79 
R5 LH Man Switch  $76.79 
R7 RH Man Swi     $127.99 
R7LH Man Swi     $127.99 
Box Cars      $84.79 
Ore Cars      $109.59 
Rib Side Hopper     $63.99 

LGB 
R5 Brs Switch RH or LH   $119.89 
R3 Brs Switch RH or LH    $96.89 
Brs Rail 4ft  (6pcs)    $152.89 
R3 Brs Curve 16000 (box)  $166.89 
R5 Brs Curve  18000 (box)   $179.89 

USA Trains 
SD40-2    Coming Soon      $411.89 
F7A, GP30, 38, GP7/9   $378.89 
FEF-3 Northern Locomotive  $3699.89 
Heavyweight Passenger Cars $281.89 
Heavyweight Observation $291.89 

Intermodal Car  $224.89 
3-unit Intermodal Car  $292.89 
Containers  $52.89 
6 Pack Containers  $309.89 

Business Hours M -T -T - F  10:00am - 4:30pm Wed 1:30pm-4:30pm Central Time 
 873 Funkhouser Drive   Albion, IL 62806 

618-446-2970   info@rldhobbies.com
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Rail Pro 
HC-3-SUN Controller   $267.89  
LM-4S-G Snd Receiver      $152.89 
AM-1 Accessory Controller  $66.89 
CI-1 Computer Interface        $34.89 

For all your Battery 
Power Needs 

HJE 14.8v 3350mah Lithium   $59.89 
HJE 14.8v 6700mah Lithium   $88.89 
HJE 18.5v 3350mah Lithium   $69.89 
HJE 18.5v 6700mah Lithium   $99.89 
HJE 14.8v Battery Charger  $29.89 
HJE 18.5v Battery Charger  $29.89 

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice. 

We Install Sound and 
Remote Control  

Systems 
We Buy Collections! 

Revolution 
System 

Onboard Receiver w/sound 
$99.89ea 

Trackside Receiver w/
sound  

PWC $141.89  

RR
LLDD

HH
OO

BB
BB

IIEE
SS

..CC
OO

MM
    RR

LLDD
HH

OO
BB

BB
IIEE

SS
..CC

OO
MM

    RR
LLDD

HH
OO

BB
BB

IIEE
SS

..CC
OO

MM
    RR

LLDD
HH

OO
BB

BB
IIEE

SS
..CC

OO
MM

    RR
LLDD

HH
OO

BB
BB

IIEE
SS

..CC
OO

MM
    RR

LLDD
HH

OO
BB

BB
IIEE

SS
..CC

OO
MM

  

  RRLLDDHHOOBBBBIIEESS..CCOOMM      RRLLDDHHOOBBBBIIEESS..CCOOMM    RRLLDDHHOOBBBBIIEESS..CCOOMM    RRLLDDHHOOBBBBIIEESS..CCOOMM    RRLLDDHHOOBBBBIIEESS..CCOOMM  

Now in Stock 
American Mainline 

1:29th Scale 
3-Bay Covered
Hopper Cars

Die Cast Metal Trucks 
With Steels Wheels 

Body Mount & Truck Mount 
Knuckle Couplers 

$156.89ea 

Some are In Stock 
AML GP60s 

$849.89 w/sound 
$659.89 no sound 
Battery & Wireless 

Ready 

Now in Stock 
AML 

GP60M 
$659.89ea 

Blunami  Receivers
$204.89ea 

http://RLDHobbies.com
mailto:info%40rldhobbies.com?subject=


Photo 2 Laying out the curve on a temporary bench.
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The Safety of Steel Project Three 
Viaduct

By Patrick McConnell

In Projects One and Two of this series, I discussed the use of steel to build long-lasting, low-maintenance struc-
tures when my brother and I rebuilt our railway. I constructed a simple arch bridge and a tunnel portal, gaining some 
experience along the way. It was time to move on to the largest of the three projects, the curved viaduct.

We planned to include a 16-foot-long curved trestle of some kind on our railroad. This would be a focal point that 
would highlight the rugged terrain and expansive rock work on the railway. Fitting the theme of the previous projects, 
the final structure needed to be long-lasting and aesthetically pleasing. 

Continued on next page

We considered a wood trestle/bridge 
hybrid but the sun exposure would have 
compromised its life span. Concrete was 
also considered but was rejected since 
it did not fit the theme of the railway. 
Ultimately, we again settled on steel. As 
for design, we wanted a structure that was 
representative of a design from the 1880s. 
Iron viaducts were starting to be imple-
mented during that time, as engineering 
advances allowed railways to traverse 
more challenging terrain. One of the most 
well-known examples is the Devil's Gate 
High Bridge on the Georgetown Loop, built 
in 1884 (Photo 1).

With a design in mind, I started by 
laying out the curve on a temporary wood 
bench with old track (Photo 2). I had a 
steel stake at the center of the curve that 
had been used to lay out the concrete 
roadbed and foundation for the bridge, 
so I tied a string around the stake and 
stretched out the string, using its end to 
measure where the track should lay. A 
turnout was positioned in the middle of the 
curve, at one end of the viaduct. With the 
curve laid out, steel plates were bolted to 
the concrete abutments at both ends using 
Wej-It concrete anchors (Photo 3). To use 
these anchors, a masonry drill bit is used 
to create a hole in the concrete, then the 
Wej-It, a bolt with an expanding collar on 
one end, is hammered into the hole and 
wedges itself in place.

Once the end plates were attached, 
I welded the first rail (½ x ½ x 1⁄16 inch 
square tubing) of the viaduct deck (the 
one on the inside of the curve) to one end 
plate. I carefully bent the tubing around to 
the other end plate and clamped it. Then 
small adjustments were made using the 
string stretched from the stake to ensure it 
followed the correct curvature. Once satis-
fied, I cut the tubing to length and welded 
the other end. 

Photo 1 Devil's Gate High Bridge on the Georgetown Loop.  
History Colorado 20100872, William Henry Jackson collection.
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Photo 3 End 
plate attached 
with Wej-its 

supports a rail 
for the viaduct.

Stake at Center 
of curve

Turnout

Photo 4 Welding in the viaduct crossmembers.
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Photo 9 The tower feet 
before being attached.

Photo 8 Top crossmember 
being attached with bolts.
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I welded the second rail of the deck on 
one end, pulled it into a curve, and clamped the 
other end. I temporarily inserted crossmembers 
between the rails to get the correct spacing and 
even out the curve. The second rail was cut to 
length and welded on. I then inserted 17 cross-
members between the rails, spaced 8 inches 
apart from each other, and welded them in place 
(Photo 4 previous page). The crossmembers on 
one end of the viaduct get progressively wider 
to accommodate the turnout. To finish the deck, 
I welded a piece of 1⁄16 x 1 inch flat stock under 
the inside of each rail (Photo 5).

24

Photo 5 Attaching flat stock under the 
main rails to complete the bridge deck.

Photo 6 Twelve identical 
A-frames.

Photo 7 Connecting A-frames 
together to create towers.

Continued on next page

Building the A-frame Support Towers

I constructed 12 A-frames, then welded crossmembers be-
tween pairs (Photos 6 & 7). Each A-frame received an extra 
crossmember bolted on top (Photo 8). This would be welded to 
the deck, so the towers could be separated from the deck. One 
eighth inch steel rod was used to create cross bracing on the 
front and back of each tower in an X formation, purely for visual 
appeal. The last step was to add feet to the towers by welding on 
a one sixteenth inch thick tab with a hole on one end (Photo 9).

Next came the towers. I drew up a basic de-
sign that would be simple to build but capture 
the character of the Devil's Gate High Bridge. I 
decided on six towers and went to work on mass 
production. Fortunately, the viaduct is the same 
height for the full span, so all the towers were 
identical. 

Crosssection 
of Viaduct 

Deck 
Tubing & 
Flat Stock

3D Printed Model Train Parts & Accessories

Sound System Installation

REVO Sound Systems

Repairs & Customization

OEM Aristocraft Parts

4trackrr.store/570-417-5413

We buy collections!

Specializing in G scale

http://4trackrr.store
http://www.modeldecaldepot.ca
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Photo 10 Viaduct top rail before welding on flat stock. A-frame tower 
supports will be placed between the rail to complete viaduct.

Photo 12 a & b Leveling the rail using Wej-it bolts, nuts and washers 
at the tower base after reattaching tower to crossmembers.

Installing the towers was no sim-
ple task. Each tower was spaced 
apart under the deck. Then the ex-
tra crossmember at the top of each 
A-frame was wedged in between 
the pieces of flatstock on the bridge 
deck and welded in place (Photo 11). 
The feet of the towers floated an inch 
above the concrete foundation. 

Using the hole in the feet of the 
towers as a guide, I used a masonry 
bit to drill into the concrete founda-
tion. Once all four holes were drilled 
for a tower, I unbolted the tower from 

Photo 11 Lining up the A-frame tower to 
the deck to weld crossmember to rail.

the deck and removed it. I then 
hammered a Wej-It into each hole. 

Each Wej-It received a nut, then 
a washer, before the tower was 
replaced, hopefully with the Wej-Its 
lining up in the holes of the feet. 
With the tower back in place, an-
other washer and nut went on each 
Wej-It, effectively sandwiching each 
tower foot between two nuts. With 
a small level on the viaduct deck, 
I could adjust the nuts up or down 
on each foot to bring each tower to 
level (Photo 12 a & b). 

I repeated this tedious process six 
times until all 24 tower feet were an-
chored, and each tower was levelled.

I was concerned about expansion 
and contraction with the seasons, but 
the viaduct has been in place for a year 
and a half now, sitting through tempera-
tures from 20F to 100F with no perceiv-
able issues. The structure is extremely 
robust and able to easily support my 
weight walking its length. More impor-
tantly, it withstands three large, active 
dogs jumping over, under, and into it. 

Overall, I am very pleased with how 
all three of these projects turned out, 
and if I’ve done my job well, they should 
be around for as long as the railway.



The MO-KAN MidWest  
Garden Railroad Gathering

A Report by Mick Spilsbury

The three-day gathering in Kansas City hosted by the MO-KAN Garden Railroaders 
was a great success. Close to 100 participants gathered from fourteen states: Kansas, 
Missouri, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Iowa, Nebraska, Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Mary-
land, North Carolina, Colorado, Arizona and California. (One from the last — me!) 

Fifteen railroads were open during the three days and were the highlight of the meet. They 
presented a potpourri of styles and scope, as the following images of twelve of the railroads 
illustrate. I have been featuring images and videos of the railroads on GR News’ social me-
dia channels. There were also clinics, model and photo contests, and a closing dinner. 

Other highlights for me were meeting garden railroaders from so many states and the 
warm welcome from the MO-KAN garden railroaders. There was a wonderful spirit at the 
gathering, a sense of community among participants from many areas of the USA. I also 
believe that everyone learned something new about our hobby. I certainly did. 

Many members of the MO-KAN Garden Railroaders club contributed to the success of the 
gathering under the leadership of David Peerbolte (who also has a lovely garden railroad).  
I was struck by the teamwork and camaraderie of the group. 

I also learned that a regional gathering can have many of the features of a National Con-
vention with a much lower expense outlay. The gathering’s website was integrated into the 
club’s website and was simple to use. A ten page handout provided all we needed to know 
about the fifteen open railroads, the schedule, and Kansas City restaurants. 

The MO-KAN  Garden Railroaders were following a path initiated by Iowa garden railroad-
ers last year. Congratulations to Iowa for getting the ball rolling and to the MO-KAN Garden 
Railroaders for another successful Midwest Gathering. 

THE RAILROADS 

Dave & Toni Peerbolte's  
Dutch Valley Railway
A lovely railroad with a stunning 
assortment of ground covers and 
scale trees, and a number of de-
lightful trackside dioramas. A rail-
road easy to enjoy from a nearby 
seating area on a summer after-
noon with a glass of wine! 
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Buck & Janet Neulinger's  
Craft River & Critter Creek RR
This mature railroad is elevated 
and winds its way over, around and 
between thriving lush plantings and 
over an impressive creek, all of which 
frames operating consists beautifully.

Gary Snyder & Linda Ilgenfritz's G & L RR
This is an operating railroad that “will 

always be under construction”! And 
there is plenty of space to add to the 

600+ feet of track in place, which already 
accommodates long consists traveling 

across trestles and past townships. 

Bob & Frances' B & F RR
A very busy railroad. Five trains hustle 
along the tracks, passing an astonish-
ing number of colorful plants and land-
scape details and a large water feature. 
It’s a lot to take in and a great railroad 
for video-taking.
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Railroads of  
The MO-KAN MidWest Garden Railroad Gathering

Continued on next page

http://www.reindeerpass.com
http://www.traininstallations.com


Jim & Bobbi Goodin's  
Grizzly Flats RR Kansas Division
A tidy and pretty homage to Disney. 
Plants have been carefully selected and 
maintained beautifully. As you would 
expect for a Disney enterprise, the rail-
road is in pristine shape!

Wayne & Karen Lang's K & W RR
This 20-year-old railroad is aging grace-

fully. Stone buildings and numerous, 
unique trackside details make a de-
lightful pastoral scene. Long trestles 
take elevation out of the sloping site 

and provide great viewing spots.

Railroads of The MO-KAN MidWest Garden Railroad Gathering 
continued

Mike & Kelly Charlson's Gardner Division
An elevated track designed for live 

steam operation also enables great 
views of the many scratch-built, 

innovative and unique items of rolling 
stock and the battery-powered diesels 

hauling them.
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Mike & Joyce Martin's Rocky Ridge RR
Numerous trees with dark green foliage, 
contrasting bright green ground cover, 
and an attractive pond make a lovely 
setting for this shaded railroad. Trains 
appear, then disappear, a lot—always a 
great feature on a garden railway.

John & Sandy Dula's Shagbark Valley RR
Woodland was cleared recently for this 

large new railroad. Locos run around two 
large loops, but much work lies ahead. 

The lady of the railroad put a tornado 
together the night before its opening to 
explain some broken buildings! Love it! 

Bill & Mary Irons' IRONS Horse RR
A three-foot cascading waterfall is the 
centerpiece of this relatively new rail-
road. A large raised oval of track circles 
the waterfall while a side track heads to 
the grandchildren’s tree house. 

Railroads of The MO-KAN MidWest Garden Railroad Gathering 
continued
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Valley Train 
Station

13780 Pipeline Ave
Chino CA 91710

Phone: 909-902-5351
FAX: 909-902-5352
Hours: 10 to 6 Tues – Sat

G Scale Only!
Slot Cars too!

Gary Raymond Metal WheelsGary Raymond Metal Wheels
Upgrade to higher quality wheels!

Easy Installation
Reliable on all large-scale track

PO Box 1722-N, Thousand Oaks CA 91358
805-492-5858 • M–F, 9–5 PST

www.trainwheels.com
glraymond@earthlink.net

NOT ALL METAL WHEELS ARE CREATED EQUAL™

IF YOU CAN DREAM IT  
WE CAN BUILD IT

WWW.JSWOODCRAFTS.NET
Structures, Animation, Motorization,  

Diecast, Accessories, Custom Freight Cars, 
Custom Work and more.

e-mail: jswoodcrafts@sbcglobal.net
ALL FIGURES & DIECAST 30% OFF

310-539-4246 P.S.T. All Week 10 to 5 P.M.

IF YOU CAN DREAM IT  
WE CAN BUILD IT

http://www.trainwheels.com
http://www.jswoodcrafts.net
http://www.jswoodcrafts.net


Rick & Susan Manfredi's  
Peculiar Junction RR 
Trains run around and over a massive 
water feature on this established line. 
An aerial view from a deck high above 
the line adds to the fun. A loco collec-
tion in the railroad shed is impressive.

Railroads of The MO-KAN MidWest Garden Railroad Gathering 
continued
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Peter & Julie Lewitzke's  
Never-Too-Late Narrow Gauge RR 

Years of procrastination melted away 
when retirement heralded the onset 

of construction, which continues while 
this front yard railroad operates with a 

great back story. 

mailto:bill%40derville4.com?subject=


www.gscalesociety.com

4 Quality Journals (worth £20+)
Society Calendar, free Insurance* & Technical Manual

Good Times with Great Friends
25 UK Area Groups & Free Online Support

SOCIETY
G SCALE

1987

The Home of
Garden Railways

since 1987

Join
Today!

12 Months of Full Membership Now!

*see website for details
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http://trainz.com
http://sellmytrains.com
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Your editor fell into a rabbit hole when I looked into 
the history of the Denver & Rio Grande Western 
"bumblebee" livery to write about PIKO's new #223 
2-6-0 Mogul model. 

I had a picture I had taken of #268, a 2-8-0 Consol-
idation in "bumblebee" colors, on display in a park 
in Gunnison, Colorado. It had been retired to the 
Gunnison Pioneer Museum. #268 was built by Bald-
win in 1882 and served on the railroad until 1954. It 
appeared in the Rio Grande 75th Anniversary Tour 
illustrating D&RGW history in 1945.

#268 was chosen to represent D&RGW in 1949 in 
the second year of the Chicago Railroad Fair cele-
brating 100 years of Chicago railroading. 
Thirty-nine railroads participated in the 
Chicago Railroad Fair, building displays 
and bringing in railroad equipment to 
50 acres of Burnham Park along the 
shore of Lake Michigan. Fairgoers could 
ride the "Deadwood Central," a narrow gauge rail-
road from the main entrance to the Western town 
exhibit, Gold Gulch. #268 pulled a second train on 
this line. D&RGW decided to paint #268 in the yellow 
and silver "Aspen Glow" livery they had started using 
on their diesel locomotives at the time and referred 
to the fictional "CC&TC RR" (Cripple Creek & Tin Cup 
Railroad) on the tender.

The engine returned to service on what is now "Du-
rango & Silverton" trackage, still sporting its "bum-
blebee" paint job. In 1951, the Technicolor™-ready 
colors appealed to Paramount 
Pictures, who featured the en-
gine in the movie "Denver & 
Rio Grande." Two C-18s were 
crashed as part of the filming, 
also painted in yellow. 

The colorful "bumblebee" paint scheme attracted 
model train makers as it looks great running in a 
garden. Most G-Scale manufacturers have made a 
non-historical locomotive in "bumblebee" livery.  
Pantone® even has a color match, Pantone® 13-0850 
Aspen Gold.

Loco Paint Scheme  
of the Edition

The "Bumblebee" 
Locomotives of the Denver 

& Rio Grande Western

continued on next page
Submit your scratch built, modified, weathered or detailed—unique in some way— loco.  

Send your photos and write-up to Editor@GRNews.org or Marketing@GRNews.org.
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38237 PIKO D&RGW "Bumble Bee" Mogul w/Smoke & Digital Sound

88035 LGB D&RGW "Bumble Bee" Mogul

Aristo-Craft Consolidation

Accucraft Consolidation Accucraft K-28

Bachmann Big Hauler

Various LGB Versions

mailto:Editor%40GRNews.org?subject=Loco%20of%20the%20Edition
mailto:Marketing%40GRNews.org?subject=Loco%20of%20the%20Edition
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Pyracantha is native to Southwest Europe east to South-
east Asia. It is a medium-sized evergreen shrub growing 
up to 8 feet tall. It has many thorns. The specimen shown 
here in 2018 is about 8 years old. I pinch it frequently in 
order to keep it small. Although the plant normally would 
have a dense profusion of orange-red berries in late fall 
(when this photo was taken), frequent pinching reduc-
es the normal production of small white flowers in late 
spring. Fewer flowers in the spring means fewer berries in 
the fall. The berries persist into winter until they are often 

Botanical Name: Pyracantha ‘Navajo’

Common name: Firethorn

USDA Hardiness Zone: down to 6 (0 to -10° F) 
SunSet Zone: 4–23

— By Richard Murray

Article from: Bay Area Garden Railway Society Trellis & Trestle June 2018  www.bagrs.org  Garden Railroading News Page 33

116 Pages of 
Large Scale 
and Outdoor 
Railroading!

116 Pages of 116 Pages of 
Large ScaleLarge Scale
and Outdoor and Outdoor 
Railroading!Railroading!

Check Out Our Latest issueCheck Out Our Latest issue

See your
local dealer or

shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

Large scale railroading outdoors is magical and our new Annual brings that to you, 
just in time for Spring. The debut issue is packed with building and how-to projects 
along with great layout tours and our Garden Gallery photo feature, brimming with 
great shots from readers like you! Brimming with information on prototype trains to 
flights of fancy and whimsy, and everything in between, whatever your style, you’ll find 
the Garden Trains Annual is for you. -   Don’t miss out. Order your copy today!

ALL NEW FOR 2024!
FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF

 
plus shipping

Order Item GTA24
$34.95$34.95

&

Gene’s Integrated Engine and Sound  

MostlyGscale.com  
Locomotive repair  

Installation-Sound and DCC Decoders  
We install in your locomotive/tender 

Sales of new and pre-owned items  

ESU Loksound 5 decoders in 
stock.  Can install sound into 
your locomotive or tender using 
ESU.  New—a brick-and-mortar 
store for local pickups.  It’s July -  
time to start thinking of your 
Christmas trains.  We have some in stock ready to 
ship and can order new from PIKO and LGB. 
Gene Rahrig                           Ph (937)864-7411  

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call from  8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Eastern time Mon—Thurs and 

8 a.m.to 4 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
 

8074 Dayton-Springfield Rd. Fairborn OH 45324 
Email bgrails@flatdon.com for specific information  

Please let us know where you saw this ad.  
We can negotiate on most items  

eaten by birds. The frequent pinching also seems to have 
eliminated the thorns. 
The brightly colored berries contrast nicely against the 
glossy dark green leaves. It does best in full sun but some 
shade is okay. It takes many types of soil as long as there 
is good drainage. Best of all, it is easy to grow and highly 
resistant to disease. It can also be trained as an espalier or 
bonsai specimen.  Pyracantha is related to Cotoneaster 
[see Garden Railroading News Jan/Feb 2022 #1]. Both 
have red berries, but Cotoneaster does not have any thorns.

http://www.bagrs.org
http://shop.whiteriverproductions.com
http://mostlyGscale.com
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Canada 
AB …………… Northern Alberta Garden Railroaders 
   …………… Rocky Mountain Garden Railroaders 
BC ………… Black Mountain Railway Club 
   …………… BC Society of Model Engineers 
   …………… Fraser Valley G-Scale Friends 
   …………… Greater Vancouver Garden Railway Club 
   …………… Vancouver Island Garden Railway Club 
ON ………… Bluewater Railroaders (formerly Ontario’s West Coast GRS) 
   …………… Burlington Model Railway Club 
   …………… Central Ontario GR Association 
   …………… Golden Horseshoe Live Steamers 
   …………… London Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Ottawa Valley Garden Railroad Society 

Countries beyond north ameriCa
AUS ………… Garden Railway Club of Australia Inc. 
   …………… Australian Model Railroad Assoc QLD 
   …………… Australian Model Railroad Assoc VIC 
DE …………… Club der LGB Freunde Rhein Sieg e.V 
  (Monchengladbach/Rheydt)
NZ …………… Auckland Garden Railway Group 
   …………… Christchurch Garden Railway Group 
   …………… Locos, Lads & Lasses 
   …………… Waikato Garden Railway Group 
   …………… Wairarapa Garden Railway Group 
   …………… Wellington Garden Railway Group 
SWE ………… NTJ, Näsets Trädgårds Järväg (Varmland)
   …………… Sveriges Tradgardsjarngar (Stockholm) 
CH …………… US G-Scale Friends Switzerland 
UK …………… G Scale Society United Kingdom 
   …………… Kent Group: G Scale Society 

Affiliated Clubs outside the US by Province & Country 
 as of 8/25/2024

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
IRON HORSE’S 
MOUTH

Letters to the Editor should be sent  
as e-mails only  

to Carla Brand Breitner at: 
Editor@GRNews.org

Letters will then be addressed accordingly and/
or passed on to the author for further edification. 
Unless marked otherwise, letters to this publication 
are assumed to be submitted for print. Please include 
your name and club affiliation. Please note that we 
may not be able to print all letters, though we will try 
to respond to them. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. We are unable to answer requests for 
information about specific products or systems; these 
are best addressed to the appropriate manufacturer.

Lette
rs LOCOLINC SERIES 200

Wireless Control Solutions
Automatic device discovery and 
WiFi format make the new 
Locolinc 200 Series the most user 
friendly interface on the market. 

•  WiFi format at 2.4 Ghz
•  Loco and Accessory Receivers
•  Track or battery voltage (12-24V dc)
•  Automatic device discovery: Loco &    

Accessories
•  Superb NEW user interface 3”x 5”x 1”
•  Easy implementation & cost effective
•  Easy conversion for existing customers  
•  Renown LOCOLINC quality & 

reliability Keithco, Inc
locolinc.com
(503) 635-7604

Sunset Valley Railroad LLC

Call 414-333.5897 or email pete@sunsetvalleyrailroad.com

Visit us at www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com

A complete line of track and switches for YOUR garden railroad 

Nearly everything made in the USA

http://rmgr.byethost11.com
http://www.bcsme.org
http://www.gvgrc.ca
https://www.bluewaterrailroaders.ca
http://www.burlingtonmodelrailwayclub.ca
http://facebook.com/cogracanada
http://www.ghls.org
http://www.ovgrs.ca
http://gardenrailwayclubaust.org.au
http://amraqld.asn.au
http://gcmrc.nz
https://us-g-scale.ch/
http://www.gscalesociety.com
http://www.gscalekent.co.uk
mailto:editor%40grnews.org?subject=Letters%20to%20the%20Editor
http://locolinc.com
http://www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com
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Affiliated United States Clubs by State as of 8/25/2024

AL …………… North Alabama Garden Railway Club 
AR …………… Greater Hot Springs Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Northwest Arkansas Garden Railway Society 
 AR/OK/MO* … Ozark Garden Railroad Society 
AZ …………… Arizona Big Trains Operators 
   …………… Central Arizona Model RR Club 
   …………… Gadsden Pacific Div. Toy Train Operating Museum 
   …………… Oracle Community Learning Garden Kid’s Railroad 
   …………… Sun City West Model Railroad Club 
   …………… Tucson Garden Railway Society 
   …………… VDO Garden Railroad Club 
   …………… West Valley Garden Railroad Society 
CA …………… 1:32 Scale Group 
   …………… Bay Area Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Central California Coast Garden Railroad Society 
   …………… Del Oro Pacific Large Scale Modular Railroaders 
   …………… Diablo Pacific Short Line 
   …………… Fairplex Garden Railroad Volunteers 
   …………… Gandydancers 
   …………… Gold Coast Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Mendocino Coast Model RR & Navigation Co. 
   …………… Orange County Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Redwood Empire Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Sacramento Valley Garden Railway Society 
   …………… San Diego Garden Railway Society 
   …………… San Joaquin Valley Garden Railway Society 
   …………… San Leandro Historical Railway Society G&O Rwy 
   …………… Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club 
   …………… Santa Fe & Buthead Cove RR Train Group 
   …………… Shasta Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Southern California Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Upland Garden Railroad Society 
CO …………… Denver Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Grand Valley Model Railroad Club 
   …………… Mile High Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Northern Colorado Garden Railroaders 
CT …………… Boothe Memorial Railway Society 
   …………… Central Connecticut “G” Gaugers Modular Club 
   …………… CT ”G” Scalers 
D.C./MD/VA*  Washington, Virginia & Maryland GRS 
DE …………… First State Model Railroad Club 
   …………… Shore Line Garden Railroad Club 
FL …………… Emerald Coast Garden Railway Club 
   …………… Florida Garden Railway Society 
  …………… Gulf Coast & Central Florida RR Museum, Bushnell Stn 
   …………… Model RR Division of Florida RR Museum 
   …………… Tradewinds & Atlantic Railroad, Inc 
   …………… West Florida Railroad Museum 
GA …………… Georgia Garden Railway Society 
IA …………… Central Iowa Garden Railway Society 
ID …………… Southern Idaho G-Scale Railroad Society 
 ID/WA* ……… Inland Northwest Garden Railroad Society 
IL ……………… Chicago Area Garden Railway Society 
   …………… LGB Model Railroad Club of Chicago 
   …………… Midwest RAILS (Railroaders Active In Large Scale) 
IN …………… Illiana Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Indiana Large Scale Railroaders
KS/MO* …… MO-KAN Garden Railroaders 
KY/OH* …… Greater Cincinnati Garden Railway Society 
LA …………… Greater Baton Rouge Model Railroaders 
MA …………… Amherst Railway Society 
   …………… Rusty Rails & Rotten Ties 
MD …………… Mason Dixon Large Scale Railroad Society 
 MD/DC/VA*  Washington, Virginia & Maryland GRS 

ME …………… Maine Garden Railway Society 
MI …………… Lakeshore Garden Railway Club 
MN ………… Minnesota Garden Railway Society 
………………… Minnesota Friends of Garden Railroad & G Scale 
MO/KS* …… MO-KAN Garden Railroaders 
 MO/AR/OK* … Ozark Garden Railroad Society 
NC …………… Apple Valley Model Railroad Club 
   …………… Gibsonville Garden RailRoad Inc 
   …………… North Carolina Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Piedmont Garden Railway Society 
NE …………… Rivercity Railroaders 
   …………… Starry Night Railway 
NH …………… New Hampshire Garden Railway Society 
NJ …………… New Jersey Garden Railway Society 
   …………… South Jersey Garden Railway Society 
NM ………… New Mexico Garden Railroaders 
NV …………… Las Vegas Garden Railroad Society 
   …………… Northern Nevada Garden Railroad Society 
NY …………… Central New York Large Scale Railway Society 
   …………… Finger Lakes Live Steamers 
   …………… Genesee G Gauge Railway Society 
   …………… Hudson Valley Large Scale Railroad Club 
   …………… Long Island Garden Railway Society, Inc. 
   …………… Western New York Garden Railway Society 
OH …………… Buckeye State Garden Railroaders 
   …………… Columbus Garden Railway Society 
 OH/KY* ……… Greater Cincinnati Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Miami Valley Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Northern Ohio Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Riverside Railroad Club 
OK …………… Central Oklahoma Garden Railroad Society 
 OK/AR/MO* … Ozark Garden Railroad Society 
  …………… Tulsa Garden Railway Club 
OR …………… Cascade Crossing Module G-Scale Group 
   …………… Medford Garden Railroaders 
   …………… Northwest “G” Railroad Club 
   …………… Rose City Garden Railway Society 
PA …………… Lehigh Valley Garden Railroaders 
   …………… North Central Pennsylvania Mountains GRS 
   …………… Pennsylvania Garden Rail Society 
   …………… Pittsburgh Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Southeastern Pennsylvania Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Susquehanna Valley Garden Railway Society 
TN …………… Crossville Model Railroad Club 
   …………… Knoxville Area Model Railroaders      
   …………… Mid-South Garden Railway Society 
   …………… Nashville Garden Railway Society 
TX …………… Houston Area G Gaugers 
   …………… North Texas Garden Railroad Club 
   …………… San Antonio Garden Railway Engineer Society 
UT …………… Color Country Model Railroad Club 
   …………… Utah Garden Railway Society 
VA …………… Piedmont Railroaders 
   …………… Tidewater Big Train Operators 
 VA/DC/MD*  Washington, Virginia & Maryland GRS 
WA  ………… Emerald Heights' Garden Railroad 
 WA/ID* ……… Inland Northwest Garden Railroad Society 
  …………… Puget Sound Garden Railway Society 
WI …………… Kenosha Garden Railroad Society 
   …………… Wisconsin Garden Railway Society 

* Club/Society includes members from multiple states and is listed under each state. 

National US
Big Train Operator Club     LGB of America

https://www.grnews.org/ourclubs
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How to Download Garden Railroading News
GR News is a PDF document meant to be read in Acrobat Reader. It can be read in many 

browsers, but is best inside Acrobat Reader where you can control more display options and 
jump around throughout the magazine. All browsers have a download option, but the icons 
can vary. Look for an arrow pointing down and try clicking on it; then choose “Save File” and 
a location on your device. Some icon examples are shown here. Look for the arrow.

Click on an ad to take you to their website (if they have one).

Download Back Issues of Garden Railroading News  
with the Archive Tab at www.GRNews.org

Direct download web addresses changed in 10/2022 due to technical issues.
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Photos Welcome for  
Seen on the Tracks

A G Scale Realistic Scene Photo Gallery

Please send uncompressed photo (with caption information 
describing the scene, rolling stock, railroad name & 
proprietors, location, and photographer’s credit) to: 

Editor@GRNews.org; 
Photos may also appear on the GR News website and social media.

Custom Built & Painted Large Scale Trains
Custom Decals made to order

SHAWMUT CAR SHOPS.COM
307 North Michael Street, St Marys PA 15857

email: shawmutcarshops@yahoo.com

CATALOG
$ 7.00

REFUNDABLE ON
ORDERS OF $50.00

OR MORE

818-834-9455

Articles for Garden Railroading News are welcome.
GR News would like to share the story that guided 
your plans for your railroad and your how-to tips.

Send your How-To Tips or Tale of the Track to  
editor@GRNews.org  

with illustrating images. 

https://www.grnews.org/archive
mailto:Editor%40GRNews.org?subject=Seen%20on%20the%20Tracks
http://shawmutcarshops.com
mailto:editor%40GRNews.org?subject=Tip%20or%20Tale%20of%20the%20Track

