
a Sample Garden Railroading eNewsletter Vol. 0.2 Fall 2020
Advertisements included in this mock-up issue come from members of West Coast clubs. 

Another eNewsletter? Yes, Because…
The purpose of this free publication is to widely share information about garden rail-

roading—and to inspire others to build layouts and further the hobby. Articles from multiple 
club newsletters will present Layout Tours, How-To’s and What You Can Do’s. The publica-
tion will be a platform to spread word about national, regional and local garden railroad-
ing shows. It will provide a vehicle for vendors and hobby shops to advertise their presence 
and products. Without Garden Railways Magazine, the flagship publication of our hobby, 
our vendors and convention organizers are left with few options to keep their name, prod-
ucts and events before those in the hobby, particularly those new to garden railroading. 
This publication was conceived to share the creativity and history of garden railroads—and 
provide needed exposure to those still serving the hobby with products, conventions and 
public displays. This co-operative effort of multiple garden railroad clubs and societies will 
help keep garden railroading on track through the future.

Read page 41 to learn more about this publication, its distribution model, and a possible website/FaceBook page.

Garden Railroading eNewsletter Fall Sept/Oct 2020
Advertisements included in this issue come from members of Western clubs. 

Download, then read this eNewsletter in Acrobat Reader to activitate links to online videos.

Welcome to this example Garden Railroading eNewsletter 
conceived by West Coast garden railroad clubs to widely share information!

Going forward, editions of this free newsletter would contain inspiring articles from garden 
railroad societies across the USA, Canada and beyond; articles designed to share:

• Innovative approaches to every aspect of garden railroading
• Solutions to common problems
• New products & services
• Notices of conventions, train shows & public displays
• Where to get all the 'stuff' we need

The goals are to inspire existing garden railroaders, encourage people to join our hobby, 
give our vendors an economic way to reach us after the demise of Garden Railways, and to 
keep our amazing hobby on track.

We are at an early stage. Your feedback and suggestions are welcome.
Read page 41 to learn more about this publication, its distribution model, and a possible website/FaceBook page.
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Carla Brand Breitner, Santa Clarita Valley GRC and Bill Derville, Rose City GRS at:
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        TORTOISE & LIZARD BASH RAILROAD NEW  TRESTLE                                              
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July 2020 Vol 24—Issue No. 07 

                                                                  
View from the Cab : By Todd Brody 
The weather has been beautiful.  It’s way too nice to stay 
indoors and now is the perfect time to whip that garden 
railroad into shape.  I first take care of the garden before 
getting to the railroad.  This is because, unlike the track, 
which weathers very slowly, plant growth goes on at a 
rapid pace and is greatly accelerated during the spring and 
summer.  Without regular maintenance, the trees lose their 
shapes and the thyme grows over (and under) the track.  
Oh…, and there may also be a couple weeds thrown in the 
mix just for good measure.  Neglect the garden now, and 
pay the consequences later! 
 
With the garden basically out of the way…, for the mo-
ment, I could get down to the installation of the new acryl-
ic trestle.  The old trestle was made of redwood that an old 
Club member had ripped for me on his table saw.  That 
trestle had been in place for about 16 years (since ~2004), 
replacing the original trestle that was made of balsa wood!  
Believe it or not, that balsa trestle lasted for 7 years out-
side…, or maybe it was just the paint on the wood that 
lasted all that time. 
                                                Continued on page 3 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  View From The Cab 
The new bents are made of 3/8” thick smoked acrylic cut on a laser cutter.  I designed this trestle to be assembled using 
stainless steel screws and nuts.  The lateral braces are a “friction fit” with the bent braces holding them in position.  Because 
no glue is used and there is a certain amount of free play, the bents can be adjusted on the piers and should be able to 
better withstand crosswinds allowing them to be repositioned.  In the past, the glue joints on the wooden bents would just 
let go or the wood would snap and I would need to re-glue these after major wind events.  I’ve also fixed the approach from 
Feather Mountain, but still need to complete the approach the from the Horseshoe Curve side. 

 

Again a HUGE THANKS go out to Glen Fowkes who has taken the OCGRS website into the new decade, and to John who 
oversees the site.  John tells me that more videos and pics have been added so be sure to check it out at the included link.  If 
your railroad is not yet featured, you can submit pictures and/or video links joining those who already are.  You can reach 
John at his e-mail, jfowkes@socal.rr.com.  Be sure to note that it is for the website in your topic heading. 

 

https://orangecountygardenrailwaysociety.com/ 

 

Once again, the Pacific Southwest Region (PSR) of the National Model Railroad Association is looking for operating and dis-
play layouts for the 2021 Convention, September 8th through 11th.  The event will be hosted out of the Hilton next to the 
John Wayne Airport and those interested in hosting their railroads should be located within an hour of that facility…, which 
pretty much includes most of the Club.  If this is of interest, please contact Joel Morse at jmorse@tbplanning.com (no rela-
tion).  Be sure to put “Would Like to Host a PSR Layout Tour” (or such) in the heading and he will pass the information along 
to the appropriate parties.  We’ve already requested to host a tour of our railroad.  Some early information on the Conven-
tion can be found at the link. 

https://psrconvention.org/OrangeBlossomSpecial2021/ 

 

At this time, we are still waiting for guidelines for group gatherings and distancing at such.  While some groups have started 
to return to regular meetings, based on our susceptibility factors (e.g., age), the Board has determined that we should wait a 
bit longer before coming together as a full group.  Just today, Orange County had its highest number of new cases.  Ergo, the 
July meeting to be held at the Johnson’s is cancelled at this time.  The Board has been considering various ways in which to 
share our railroad, in person, and will finalize these plans when more information is available at the State/Local level.  Under 
consideration are multiple open houses within a smaller area spread over the day so crowds don’t gather at any one location 
at any one time.  Railroad hosts would encourage the same measures as used in public areas including social distancing and 
masks.  Luckily, our railroad is conducive to “walk around” and we can encourage distancing through “one-way” traffic.  If 
you have ideas on how this could be approached, we want to read about them, so let your Newsletter Editor know your 
thoughts. 

 

So now that everyone has gone totally stir crazy at home, there must be some out there who have been working on their 
railroad, or projects for their railroads.  Well…, come on guys, we want to see and read about them.  Pictures and railroad 
stories/articles should be submitted to Morrie or Lou at OCGRS@cox.net.  In the meantime, as always, everyone stay safe 
and take care of your loved ones. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Todd Brody, 

 
Vice President 
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        Garden Photos from the Brody’s Tortoise & Lizard Bash Railroad 
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Model this fruit label with Pacific Fruit Express cars from Accucraft or USA Trains  
and the Mikado 2-8-2 of your choice.
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The Deadwood & Dry Gulch Railroad

A Look Back: Dan & 
Debbie Goetz’s Deadwood 
& Dry Gulch Railroad

By Carla Brand Breitner

The Deadwood & Dry Gulch Railroad 
filled a 30-inch high planter spanning 125 
feet along the back patio of the Goetz’s 
house in Castaic. Two mainlines sepa-
rated by a 14-inch grade ran past mining 
in the mountains to a logging lake over-
looking Hasley Canyon. Multiple miniature 
trees and plantings accented the layout. 
Scratch-built or modified kit buildings with 
“people” at work or at rest completed the 
detailed tableaux. These photos are from 
a 2009 open house.

A forest fills one end of the railroad, Deadwood sits in the center, and 
a silver mine (little brown square) sits on a mountain at the far end. 

A railcar point-to-point served the citizens of Deadwood.

The mountain end of the railroad looped 
back on a long trestle bridge. Farms and 

sidings could be found along the rails.

A river flows alongside the low line under high line bridges.

Buildings featured signage and 
lighting; people at work and animals 
at play could be found throughout.

Article from: Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club Newsletter June/July 2020  www.facebook.com/scvgrc Garden Railroading eNews Page 7
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Rose City Garden Railway Society 
Portland, Oregon 

HHEEYY  CCAARRLL,,  AALLLL  SSHHEE  NNEEEEDDSS  IISS  AA  
BBEELLLL  AANNDD  AA  BBOOIILLEERR  CCHHEECCKK  
Bruce McKinney

Had this Bachmann Saddle Tank loco....was going 
to offer it up for sale on e-Bay - until I found out she 

was DOA - so, decided to turn her into one of my 
"famous" diorama's - or vignette - which ever you 
prefer... I usually title my WW2 diorama's and this one 
is no different - call this. "HEY CARL, ALL SHE NEEDS IS A 
BELL AND A BOILER CHECK"  

Article from: Rose City Garden Railway Society Newsletter August 2020  www.rcgrs.com Garden Railroading eNews Page 8

<
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12 
Rose City Garden Railway Society 
Portland, Oregon 

PPoorrtteerr  wwiitthh  bbaacckkwwooooddss  tteennddeerr  --  ccoommpplleettee

The wood looks so realistic because it is real wood. 
Took a small diameter branch from a Doug Fir - cut 
into roughly 1" lengths, then split with a wood 
chisel. It's easy to do and results in the most 
realistic wood - because it is......  The water tank is 
a PVC joiner - Home Depot - all of 49 cents - if that. 
The ends were capped with styrene - square fill box 
also made from styrene. The hatch is from a box of 
spares I have - its actually a tank entry hatch. Thin 
styrene straps around the ends. The rivets I 
ordered from England off e-Bay from a company 
that makes tiny round-headed rivets for miniature 
boilers. I used this product on the back head of the 

Porter engine as well. I got three different sizes - 
pretty cheap altogether. The "rough texture"  on the 
tank was created by liberally dabbing on Mod 
Podge (a sticky glue - comes in a fairly large plastic 
bottle from Michaels), let it dry - then weather it - 
gives a nice texture to an otherwise slick smooth 
surface. I also have used it on the sand and steam 
domes on my weathered Shays as the real deal 
domes appear to be cast in metal and have a rough 
surface.

Bruce McKinney

Article from: Rose City Garden Railway Society Newsletter August 2020  www.rcgrs.com Garden Railroading eNews Page 9
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Visit Big Boy #4014 when it returns to Pomona, California, for the 
100th Anniversary of the Los Angeles County Fair in September 2022

G-scale Models of the Big Boy 4-8-8-4 locomotive were 
manufactured by Accucraft, MTH RailKing and USA Trains.

On January 26, 2014, Big Boy 4014 started its journey to Wyoming to be returned to 
service. In 2019, 4014 toured the country as a Union Pacific Steam ambassador.

33268 central ave, union city, ca 94587, uSa  tel: (510) 324-3399 Fax: (510) 324-3366
www.accucraFt.com  inFo@accucraFt.comACCUCRAFT

itemS Subject to change in price, color, SpeciFication, deSign and availability without notice. 

big boy 4-8-8-4 up
1:32 SCALE • 45 mm GAUGE

The Union Pacific Big Boy is the largest steam locomotive 
ever conceived and built. There are not enough superlatives 
in the language to describe this locomotive. When the Big 
Boys were first introduced in 1941 they were the net result 
of all that had been learned about steam technology in the 
U.S. up to that time. The diesel locomotive became the main 
motive power for all railways in the U.S. after production 
of the Big Boys. There would still be more steam built for 
other railroads into the early 1950’s but none would surpass 
the Big Boy. Great Brittan, Europe and China continued to 
develop steam power long after the U.S. had gone to diesel, 
but nothing could match the size and brute horse power of 
the Big Boy.

Not only were these locomotives the largest ever built but 
they were highly successful and reliable. The Big Boy moved 
monumental amounts of freight during their short 18 year 
working career and helped win World War 2. The entire first 
group of Big Boys ran over 1 million miles and the last group 
ran over 800,000 miles. In many peoples minds no other 
steam locomotive in history exemplifies the zenith of the 
builder’s art of steam power more than a Big Boy. We are 
fortunate today that there is a high survival rate of Big Boys. 
With most famous steam locomotives that survive today we 
are lucky to have one example left on display or restored. In 
some cases many of the famous classes of locomotive have 
been scrapped and are now gone. The NYC Hudson and the 
Southern Pacific Mountain Class are two examples. Of the 
25 Big Boy locomotives built 9 are still on display around the 
US. The locomotive numbers on the Accucraft models 
represent some of  the surviving locomotives.

SpeciFicationS 
Scale 1:32
Gauge 45 mm
Mini. radius 10 ft.
Dimensions 50.5 x 4.25 x 6.30 in.
Construction Brass & stainless steel
Power Live steam, butane fired
Boiler Copper
Valve D-valve
Cylinder 4 Cylinders w/ drain water valve
Working 
pressure 65 psi

Features

Two safety valves
Pressure gauge
Water level gauge
Blow down valve
Throttle valve
Adjustable lubricator
Hand operated water pump in tank
Axle water pump

AL97-395 Big Boy #4018



A friend recently asked me,“How did you de-
cide on garden railroading as a hobby.” I had to 
think about it for a while because gardening is 
NOT my thing. As a young child, I had a Lionel 
O-27 in the attic that my father built for me – ba-
sically an oval with some sidings. As a teen I was 
“allowed” a large section of the basement for an 
HO layout but never made it as far as putting up 
scenery before I left for the Navy. When I was 
first married, I was “allowed” a small section of 
the family room for an “N” scale layout but again, 
that never made it to the scenery before the fam-
ily/hobby room became my son’s “play” room. 
Thinking back, I guess it was the mechanical/
electrical engineer in me that loved the building 
of the railroad, but not the detail work involved in 
the “modeling” or the creation of scenery. With 
garden railroading, Mother Nature creates the 
scenery for you and along the way she also cre-
ates the mechanical engineering challenges, the 
two parts I enjoy the most.

I first encountered garden railroading about 
2000 or 2001 when I started attending the an-
nual Garden Summer Tours. [Rose City Garden 
Railway Society organizes a yearly weekend of 
layout tours for the public advertised through a 
booklet available in hobby shops and garden 
centers. – Ed.] Those first few years of attend-

My Garden Railroading Journey
By Tom Gaps
Member, Rose City Garden Railway Society

ing Summer Tour, I would look at the layouts and think, “I 
wish I had a backyard in which a garden railroad could be 
built, but, alas, I have a flat, boring yard.” Then one day, 
while visiting David Kooken’s railroad during Summer Tour, 
about 2006, I overheard him telling a visitor about how he 
had several loads of dirt delivered to build up his railroad in 
his “flat” backyard. Suddenly a light bulb turned on. “I can 
do that! Why not! Then I would have a backyard into which 
to build a challenging railroad.” I started thinking about 
scenes I would like to see from the kitchen window, from 
the bedroom window, from the back deck, etc. The engi-
neering challenge then became “How do I connect these 
scenes in a reasonable and logical way?” 

Above: The “flat, boring backyard” that would become the Lone Pine & Western Railroad, shown below.
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I was planning to retire in 2009 and a garden 
railroad would be something to keep me busy in my 
retirement years. Little did I know what I was getting 
myself into.

I joined the RCGRS in 2008 so that I could learn 
more about the hobby. I listened to discussions dur-
ing meetings, asked lots of (sometimes “stupid”) 
questions, did a lot of reading and looking at what 
others had done. We had visited the Cumbres & 
Toltec Scenic Railroad and the Durango & Silverton 
Railroad several times between 2001 and 2004. 
These visits helped me decide that I wanted my rail-
road to (sort of) model Colorado Narrow Gauge from 
the late 1800’s to the early 1900’s. That meant that 
1:20.3 would be my scale of choice. Since Code-250 
rail presented the best prototypical ratio of height to 
width for 1:20.3 scale, Code-250 became my rail of 
choice. The patina color that brass rail develops over 
time looks the most authentic to me, so brass rail 
became my rail of choice. I obtained some samples 
from several vendors and settled on Sunset Valley to 
be my supplier of choice.

After joining RCGRS in 2008, I thought about 
what to include in my railroad, and the more I thought 
about it, the bigger my plans got. In July of 2009, I 
officially retired from Intel which meant that I now had 
a lot of free time on my hands. (Boy, that didn’t last 
long.) I purchased some large sheets of graph paper 
and started putting my ideas to paper. By then I “sort 
of” knew what scenes I wanted, but not yet how I 
would connect them together to form a railroad. 

To help me in this process, I wrote two lists. The 
first list had my goals, all of the things I hoped to 
include in my railroad. I knew that it was likely that I 
would not be able to include all of them, but I hoped 
to include as many as possible. 

The second list consisted of rules for the design. 
These were hard and fast rules that any successful 
plan would have to meet. Rules like: 

No grade shall exceed 4%. 
Any grade of 3% to 4% must not extend for more 

than 10 feet and must be preceded and followed 
by a least 20 foot of less than 2% grade. 

Any grade of 2% to 3% must not extend for more 
than 20 feet. 

The average grade for the entire railroad must be 
less than 1.5%. 

Every location in every tunnel needed to be acces-
sible from no more than 3 feet away. (That meant 
that tunnels of up to 6 feet could be accessed 
from either end but tunnels of greater than 6 feet 
in length would need to have access ports at no 
more than 6 foot intervals.)

One goal was that all curves be of 6 foot radius or 
greater, but a rule was that no curve shall have a ra-
dius of less than 5 ½ feet and any curve of less than 
6 foot radius must be of less than 45 degrees of cur-
vature. The final track plan must include at least 80 
percent of the items on the “goals” list.

My first three attempts at drawing a track plan 
meeting at least 80 percent of my goals resulted in 
a violation of one or more of my rules. Finally, on the 

Above: The solution to long tunnels were access hatches built into the retaining wall.
Below left: Curves and grades under construction. Below right: Tunnels and curves on the lower and upper mainlines.
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While I was not an expert by any means, these clin-
ics gave me the confidence to branch out to building 
structures on my own. 

At first I started with kits that included the plans 
and all of the pre-cut pieces. From this I moved on to 
working from simple plans and a pile of scale lumber 
purchased from a supplier. I started cutting my own 
scale lumber when I was unwilling to wait for a ven-
dor delivery. 

This led to drawing my own plans based on pic-
tures of buildings I found on the web. Then I tried 
combining various buildings, i.e. the building front in 
that picture combined with the building side in this 
picture. Finally— I can’t find a picture of what I want 
nor can I find any plans, so—here we go, just wing it, 
design it the way you think a building for this particu-

fourth attempt, I had a plan that passed all rules and 
included well above 80 percent of my goals. With that 
basic plan in place, I set to drawing multiple cross 
section views. 

I knew that my railroad would be a major undertak-
ing— one that would tax my physical ability to com-
plete in a reasonable time without killing myself in 
the process, so I took my plans to a landscape con-
tractor with whom I was familiar. This contractor had 
the three things I lacked: a) experience at landscape 
work; b) the necessary heavy equipment to make the 
job easier; and most of all c) youth on their payroll. 
After much negotiating, they gave me a quote for 
the work. Construction started the first week of July, 
2010, and ALL work was completed by April of 2011. 
In all, it totaled about 1,500 man hours of work, with 
some “estimated” 200 of those hours being my labor 
to lay track. I was now ready to participate in Summer 
Tour as a host.

Our first year as part of the Summer Tour was 
2011, with a working railroad but not much else. The 
plants were all small and had a long way to go before 
they would grow into the space set aside for them. 
The rights-of-way were all pristine clean, unlike the 
the overgrown, backwoods railroad I have today. But 
most of all, there were no structures, no buildings, no 
sign of life; just tracks, locomotives and rolling stock. 
It was at that point that I encountered my first major 
road block; I discovered that there were few, if any, 
vendors who supplied ready to go (or maybe kits) for 
1:20.3 structures. Ouch. What to do – What to do!!!

It quickly became apparent that I would need to 
learn to build my own 1:20.3 structures. I had no 
structure building experience and zero idea how to 
even start. Luckily for me, we had a club member, 
Gary Lee, who held annual structure building clinics.  
I signed up for one of these clinics and felt totally 
lost, but I learned a great deal and, after two days of 
work, I walked away from the clinic with an almost 
complete model of a speeder storage shed, which I 
later completed at home. I attended several of these 
clinics, each time learning something new. All told, 
I built a total of four structures at these annual clin-
ics – a speeder shed, a gallows turntable, a sanding 
house for locomotives and a couple of water tanks. 

Tom with sanding house at Gary Lee’s clinic. Right: Scale lumber storage..

(Above) Summit Depot sits over Halfway Junction. (Below)

Sanding house next to coal tower.
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lar purpose would be built and build it the way “you” 
think it should be built. 

This has resulted in unique buildings that no one 
else has, because the original building exists only 
in my head. It has resulted in buildings built from 
scratch, just wood and glue. No purchased pieces, 
no purchased windows or doors. These are buildings 
about which I can say, “I built that, on my own, with 
no help.” They are by no means models. They are 
not “exact” copies of some real world structure. 

Since these buildings sit outdoors from early May 
to late September, exposed to whatever Mother 
Nature sends in the way of weather, I never worry 
about including fine detail, because I know it would 
not last when left to Mother Nature’s punishment. 
These buildings simply “suggest” to the viewer what 
they would expect to see and their imagination fills 
in the rest. But most importantly of all, I love build-
ing them. The challenge of “How to make this work” 
provides great satisfaction when I finally figure it out. 
When I built the coal tipple, I didn’t start out intend-
ing for it to actually work but as it turned out, the lift 
buckets actually would lift coal (quarter minus gravel), 
dump it into the tipple at the top and later disgorge it 
down the chute to a locomotive tender. Sad to say, 
Mother Nature has altered the close tolerances need-
ed to make it work, but it still “looks” good.

Along the way there were lessons to be learned 
as I tried different techniques and ways to do things, 
some of which worked and others that ended up just 
“lessons learned.” One of my early projects was a 
two-stall engine house. In hindsight, it was probably 
a little on the large side and I will try to avoid build-
ing another structure quite that big. I define BIG as 
a structure that requires two people to carry it. I built 
a very tall coaling tower, but I can easily carry it from 
its winter storage out to the railroad each spring and 
back to winter storage in the fall. I need to find a sec-
ond set of hands to help me carry the engine house. 

Below: Cattle Flatts Feed & Grain and Stock Yard as just built (left) and with landscaping after a few years (right).

Carryable coaling tower and two-person engine house.
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Due to its size, placing the engine house in the 
rail yard also required that some tracks be moved. 
This involved placing two switches into a 6 foot ra-
dius curve. My primary switch of choice is the Sunset 
Valley #6 switch, which has an approximate 8 foot 
radius curve. Forcing this switch into a 6 foot radius 
curve required that the approach tracks on each end 
have a short section of 5 ½ foot radius curve to com-
pensate for the large radius curve of the switch. Most 
of my equipment could handle this, but my K-27 had 
problems in one direction on one approach. What 
I really needed was a #5 switch, but Sunset Valley 
only stocked #6 and #4 switches. The less than 4 foot 
radius of the #4 switch was too tight for most of my 
locomotives. It took me two years to get up the cour-
age to try building my own #5 switch—which proved 
to be another major learning point. It took me close to 
six weeks to complete that first switch. It worked, but 
it looked like the mess it was and was not usable on 
the railroad. However, I learned from it and went on 
to build close to a dozen #5 switches that look good 
and work quite well. However, like my buildings, no 
two are exactly alike. This means they are not totally 
interchangeable, which is a bit of a disadvantage.

I once had a visitor observe that there are no two 
identical buildings and ask why. I guess it’s because, 
having built a building, I managed to solve all of the 

engineering problems associated with it. Building a 
second, identical building would involve no new chal-
lenges, so why build a second one? Water towers 
would be the exception here, but even with them, 
each has a slight difference as I tried something 
different in the construction, looking for a better so-
lution. Another exception would be the switches. 
I found building switches to be addictive. I only 
stopped after building a dozen when I ran out of ma-
terial. By the time I obtained more ties, rails, spikes, 
etc., the break had cured the addiction (for now.)

Another set of skills I have learned were those 
needed to convert locomotives from track power 
to battery power with remote control. My railroad is 
basically a single track, point-to-point design, with 
passing sidings to allow opposing trains to travel in 
opposite directions over the same right-of-way. Using 
track power would have been very restrictive in this 
environment. It also would require that I keep the 
track surfaces electrically clean—which was some-
thing I wanted to avoid.

The use of battery power with remote control pro-
vided the flexibility needed to have individual control 
of each locomotive. While my profession for 40 years 
was that of a computer software engineer, I also 
had a BS in Electrical Engineering, so converting 
the electrical systems of the locomotives from track 
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power to battery with remote control was not a dif-
ficult skill to pick up, if you ignore the mechanical part 
that involves “How in the world do I get inside of this 
locomotive? How does it come apart.” My first three 
locomotives were converted by a “professional,” pri-
marily because, at the time, I was focusing on getting 
the railroad built and did not have the time to spend 
on these conversions. When each of these locomo-
tives developed problems down the road, fixing these 
problems myself gave me the opportunity to slowly 
slide into the battery, R/C world.

The first problem was a first generation Airwire 
decoder that stopped working and needed to be re-
placed by a G3 decoder. Next was a steam locomo-
tive with magnetic “chuff” pickups that had became 
intermittent. This required moving the magnets and 
magnetic reed switch to a different location. That was 
followed by the NiMH battery that would no longer 
hold a charge and was replaced by a Li-Ion battery 
which had a different size and shape so everything 
had to be moved to accommodate the new battery.

I finally took the plunge, doing my first, from-
scratch conversion on a rail bus I won at a raffle. I 
figured that I had nothing to lose since the rail bus 
was basically free, so if I screwed it up, no great loss. 
When I won a Heisler at the annual raffle the follow-
ing year the real challenge started. It took me three 
months to figure out how to get into the Heisler. (An 
extremely small black screw on an all black locomo-
tive in an obscure location that couldn’t be seen with-
out a bright flashlight was the starting point.) There 
was considerably less internal space in the Heisler 
than in the rail bus so the biggest problem was “How 
do I squeeze all of the stuff into that small space?”

So, now that I feel comfortable building scale 
structures, building switches, laying track and rewir-
ing locomotives, what’s ahead down the tracks? I 

find that I rarely run my own railroad as there are no 
challenges to overcome when running a single train. 
But with multiple trains running there is that constant 
challenge—“Can I make it from the siding I’m on to 
the next siding before an opposing train shows up, 
and if not, then how will the operator of the opposing 
train and I solve this conflict over the section of single 
track that we each want to use, i.e. who goes first 
and who waits—this time?” 

The next big challenge seems to be learning how 
to maintain and repair my structures as they get 
older. I build these structures with the idea that they 
will need to stand up to Mother Nature during the five 
summer months they are out in the open, but even 
the best built structure eventually needs repair. In my 
case, I have a number of trees which drop branches 
on the railroad. Some of these branches can be 
rather large and would do considerable damage if 
they were to land on a structure. Thus far the really 
BIG branches have managed to miss the structures, 
but the smaller branches occasionally do cause some 
damage. There is also the damage from moisture, 
our old friend “wood rot.” So, each fall, when I take 
the buildings in for the winter, I note which ones need 
a little work and I spend my winter months repairing 
these damage spots.

While this is a garden railroad, I’ve managed to 
avoid having to learn about gardening, but my good 
luck can’t last forever and I may actually have to 
learn something about gardening—maybe. Lately, 
my son, who I could never interest in the hobby, has 
taken a big interest in gardening, so I hope to enlist 
his help with the gardening half. My wife was my gar-
dener, but balance issues no longer allow her to go 
climbing all over my railroad. So, here’s to the future 
of garden railroad challenges and may there always 
be just one more challenge to overcome.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9UuRnmxelM  {2012 Visit by LargeScale On Line)

www.youtube.com/embed/QR2umQL60ss  {2015 Summer Tour segment by a Portland garden show Garden Time TV)

www.youtube.com/watch?v=vS5mK_u2Iy0&t=357s  {2016 Summer Tour) [intermittent rain not recommended for train electronics]

www.swrfernsehen.de/eisenbahn-romantik/folgen/broadcastcontrib-swr-36418.html  {2017 in German: Gaps RR at 5:25)
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Serving 
You Since 
1981 with 
over 65 
products

All products are pre-assembled with nails and are dark semi-transparent stained.

Send us a large SASE for complete product line and pricing.
22626 Manalastas Dr, Lake Forest CA 92630 (714) 985-9007

Additional Products:
Culvert Bridge • Sub-Supported Bridge • Telephone Poles •  
A-Frame Bridge • Right-of-Way Signs • Retaining Walls •  
Brass Structure Lights • Warren Through Bridges • Portals/ 
Abutments • Modular Deck Trestles (straight & curved) •  
Windmill • Bumpers • Coal Bins • Tank Stand •  
Loads • Sheds • Platform Dock Set • Fencing

www.bridge-masters.com
Curved Trestle

We Make Trestle Sets to accept 
all popular track diameters.
Shown in LGB 1600 two track

$89.00 plus shipping



 
--  By Richard Murray 

 

 
 
BOTANICAL NAME:  Picea Pungens, ‘Globe' 
 
COMMON NAME:  Dwarf Colorado Blue Spruce 
 
USDA ZONE:  2-8 (Down to -45 degrees F) 
 
SUNSET ZONE:  1-10, 14-17 
 
Description 
This fantastic globe-shaped evergreen conifer is a 
dwarf.  It is flat-topped and densely branched.  The 
bright blue needles hold their color all year long, and 
the new growth is an even brighter blue in late 
spring.  The plant provides a stunning contrast when 
planted among green plants.  Stiff 1.5"  needles point 
outward from the branches in all directions.  Its 
growth rate is slow.  It may eventually get to 

4’x4’.   The plant in the photo is 12" tall and was 
planted from a 2 gallon pot about 9 years ago.  I 
prune it once a year to be sure it stays very small.  
Culture 
Picea pungens, ‘Globe’ is easily grown in average, 
acidic, well-drained soils.  It likes full sun best, but 
will tolerate some light shade.  It prefers rich, moist 
soils.  Although established plants have some 
drought tolerance, soils should be kept consistently 
moist and not allowed to dry out in the early years.  It 
generally prefers cool climates and will struggle in 
the heat and humidity of the deep South.  There is no 
serious disease or insect problem.  Most often it is 
sold as a grafted plant.  Its parent, Picea 
pungens, is native to the central Rocky Mountains 
where it is typically found growing in moist locations 
from 6,000 to 11,000 feet in elevation.  
It is a low maintenance plant.  No pruning is required 
unless, like me, one wishes to keep the plant very 
small.  When pruning is necessary, it is 
recommended to trim back only the new growth of 
the current season.  Deer don't particularly care for 
this plant and will usually leave it alone in favor of 
tastier treats.  
Uses 
Use it as an accent in Asian gardens or for contrast 
in gardens heavy in cool colors.  It looks great next 
to a green lawn, or it can add brightness to dark parts 
of the yard.  It can work nicely in a rock 
garden.  However, its real value is as a simple 
specimen.  Don’t forget that it can look terrific in a 
garden railroad! 
Nomenclature 
The genus name, Picea, is reportedly derived from 
the Latin word pix meaning pitch in reference to 
the sticky resin typically found in spruce bark. 
Pungens means sharp-pointed in reference to the 
needles. 
Special Features 
 It is a North American native.   Because of its many 
fine qualities, it has been the winner of 
the prestigious Award of Garden Merit of the Royal 
Horticultural Society.  It is certainly one of my most 
favorite plants.  
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[Check out the YouTube video link above. Take an  
enjoyable ride through a new layout. — eNews Ed.]

 
Here is a virtual tour of our Garden Railway - Chris 
and Noëlla Simmons’ “Neu Zillertalbahn Garden 
Railroad”.  
https://youtu.be/wZXhiPAWg4M  
Here is a picture of myself and my wife.  

 
Here is a picture of the railroad.  

 
≠≠≠ 

Dave Frediani writes: About two years ago I 
converted a Mamod roadster to a rail truck and it 
never ran that great so I decided to install a ceramic 
burner which made all the difference. It now runs 

very well for about twelve minutes. The ceramic kit 
is made by Mamod and sold by Mini Steam of 
Ohio.  It’s very easy to install.  The cost is $149.00.  

 

 

 

 
 

≠≠≠ 
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Puget Sound Garden Railroading July2020 Page 6 

How and Why I Built Turnout Indicators 
Photos and article by Ron Cole 

Before beginning construction of  my layout, I was puzzling how to control the turnouts. The options I considered 
were 3 styles of  manual control:  

 
 Ground Throws 

o Pros 
 Positive movement of  turnout points 
 Low profile not susceptible to damage  

o Cons 
 Can’t see position of  turnout from a distance based upon positon of  throw arm  

 Vertical Throws – Switch Stand – Harp Stand 
o Pros 

 Positive movement of  turnout points 
 Prototypical like movement 
 Can see position of  turnout from a distance based upon position of  target or throw arm 

o Cons 
 High profile susceptible to damage 
 Commercial units are oversized for 1/32nd scale 

 Finger Flicks (also known as over center springs.) 
o Pros 

 Easy to build and maintain 
 Easy to operate 

o Cons 
 Can’t see position of  turnout from a distance 

 Conclusion 
o Need a position indicator that has a low profile, but is visible from a distance 
o A 24 inch switch stand is only ¾ inch tall in 1/32nd scale 
o Distance that points move must rotate target 90 degrees 

 Turnout aligned for through route, can’t see target 
 Turnout aligned for diverging route, target is 90 degrees to through route, visible!! 

o To be used with a finger flick/ over center spring mechanism to move turnout points 
o Not be a functional switch stand 

 What to model 
o At the Issaquah Depot Museum in Issaquah WA a 24 inch tall switch stand is on display 

 Took photos of  switch stand and traced the image in Corel 
 Drew trace of  picture in BobCad a CAD/CAM program 

 Full drawing resized to 1/32nd scale 
 Determined legs can be in 2 pieces that are identical and then glued back to back 
 Round casting glued on to legs centered by a tab 
 Legs glued to base 

Article from: Puget Sound Garden Railway Society Garden Railroading July 2020  www.psgrs.org Garden Railroading eNews Page 20
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Puget Sound Garden Railroading July 2020 Page 7 

Continued on next page. 

 
 Material for Parts 

o Plastic – 0.125 inch thick Styrene for legs 
  0.060 inch thick Styrene for base and round casting top 

o Brass sheet 0.017 inch thick for: 
 Target, washer and throw lever 

o Throw and target wire 0.032 inch phos/bronze 
o All parts could be machined from brass if  guests abuse certain indicators 

 
 

 Machine parts.  I have a Taig NC Mill that I use to machine these parts.  
o Upright legs 
o Base 
o Round casting  
o Target 
o Throw lever – holes are 0.197 apart to provide 90 degree rotation of  target 
o Washer 
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o Throw lever – holes are 0.197 apart to provide 90 degree rotation of  target 
o Washer 
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World’s most complete 
code 250 track system

In business since 1990.
Full range of brass, stainless, aluminum
and nickel silver track in mainline, narrow
gauge, O gauge and dual gauge.
Switch sizes from #3 to #10 in brass,
stainless and nickel silver.
You don’t have to wait for some vague
promise of delivery in the future. We carry
over 20,000ft of track and 400 switches in
stock for immediate delivery (what a
concept!). Nearly everything proudly
made in the USA!

Email  pete@sunsetvalleyrailroad.com

Sunset Valley Railroad

www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com

Our pneumatic switch operating system is
simple and reliable, and works for years
without trouble in the garden environment

We are experienced dealers for Accucraft,
Aster and Roundhouse live steam engines

Call     253-862-6748

Track laid in 1997, still in perfect condition
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 Assembly 
o Glue legs to base and round casting to legs  

 

 
 

o solder wire to target 
o solder washer to wire 
o paint leg assembly 
o paint target assembly 
o Assemble target to legs , then solder throw lever to target wire 
 

 
 Mounting 

o Drill pilot holes for 2-56 screws 
o Cut and Bend throw wire to fit between target and turnout ( see photos on next page) 

 
 

I made enough parts to 
assemble 20  targets. 
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Target mounted on turn out and ready  to use. 

This and That 
By Bill Thurston, editor 
 Ray Mitchell reported on June 6:  On this nice wet rainy Sat-

urday, Joe Beckley and David Drake came over early to 
run trains for the day. We were tired of weeks of house 
arrest.  They got here early in the morning.  Had the fire 
going and coffee on waiting for them. Around noon, 
Mary was gracious enough to make lunch for us.   

 I got a couple of emails relating that the Bachman’s 
online parts store reopened on June 15.  http://
estore.bachmanntrains.com/  

 MTH has announced they are closing in 2021: https://
m t h e l e c t r i c t r a i n s . a c t i v e h o s t e d . c o m /
social/700a4d3e9b7edabf9e4b69008b0718d6.4860  

 Kathy and I have reluctantly decided that we will not 
host  the August club meeting this year.  We are both in 
the high risk category and  our experience and observa-
tions have been that too many folks are either unable, 
unwilling, or simply forget to wear a mask in group set-
tings where distancing is not possible.   And that repre-
sents a risk we choose not to take.   We are unlikely to 
host a club meeting until a vaccine is developed.  We do 
enjoy sharing the railroad and running trains and will 
follow the example of Rae and Mike to invite  very small 
numbers of members over at different times.  And if 
anyone wants to join us, please just call or email ( 253-
265-1712     thurston.bill@gmail.com)   

 Joe Sommers reports that the Emerald Heights retire-
ment community will also not be able to host the club 
meeting in September.   

Joe Beckley, Rae Mitchell, and David Drake enjoy being 
able to stay dry while running trains on Rae’s indoor lay-
out. 
Photo provided by Rae -  most likely taken by Mary. 

 
below
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San Jose CA
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Central California 
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San Diego Garden 
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sdgrs.com

Rose City Garden Railway Society 

Portland OR
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Backyard Basics 
By Jim Garcia   

 
On May 4th Suzy Namba, our Valley Flyer Editor, sent out an email blast asking our club membership “to 
share the wealth of your knowledge about anything a newbie or experienced garden railroader might want 
to know”. She said that she would like to include an article each month to cover one subject each month. 

Mike Epstein recalled that I had created a website shortly after Sue and I completed our garden railroad 
project and suggested that I share the link once again to help kick off the series. 

Check it out at https://www.enjoygardenrr.com/. It’s simply a “Remedial Guide to Set Up a Garden 
Railroad” that I created to satisfy a website project for one of my graphic design classes at Sacramento 
City College. It gave me the opportunity to document the planning processes that I had to consider to set 
up our railroad. The website is set up to unscramble some of the technical language and help a “novice” 
visualize a plan. Talking about radius, scale, gauge, code, DCC, etc. often causes “analysis paralysis” and 
delays projects. I incorporated things that I learned from just about everyone in the club and especially 
from Dick Friedman, Bob Dean, Ralph Merrill, and Ben Shell, who shared all sorts of experience. I even 
had Marc Horovitz, former editor of Garden Railways Magazine take a look at my preliminary work. He 
was thrilled that someone was developing this type of website and provided some technical edits along 
the way! Ben and Mike Epstein, as a new member, helped with a final review. My “in-house” editor, Sue, 
was always there reviewing my text and any coding I was doing for the website. 

By the way, if any club member would like to have a picture or two placed in the photo gallery, please 
send them over. I will find a spot for them.  

 
SVGRS Club Members’ Covid-19 Isolation Activities  
 
Trying to make the most of the Shelter In Place mandate, the Nambas focused their efforts on raising the 
Sierra Nevada mountains in the northeast corner of their layout!  When complete, our layout will consist of 
3 independent loops. The first, a southwest mining railroad that loops over and under itself, was on 
display at the August 2016 general meeting.  Our second line runs just to the east of the mine train and 
represents a lumber company.  We finished laying the track just before the end of 2019 and still need to 
“accessorize” it.  The third and largest loop will run around and beyond the first two lines and will be 
elevated adjacent to two fences.  Instead of hanging the track on the fenceposts, we decided to build a 
retaining wall out of 6x8x16 concrete blocks and included a raised planting area in the corner for some 
dwarf conifers.  The Sierra Nevada backdrop was made using more concrete block, broken pieces of 
bricks and pavers, and textured concrete “tiles”. We made the tiles using a technique learned at a NGRC 
Skills Session last year, and they’ve worked pretty well to display the craggy and fractured surface we 
were looking for. Jeff used a chisel, mallet and wire snips to break the tiles into usable shapes and they 
were then mortared into place. The basic shape is now complete, and the next step is to apply some paint 
and weathering. A little bit south on the mainline, we are starting construction of another smaller mountain 
that will consist of 3 tunnels -- 1 for the lumber train and 2 for the interregional railroad.  The mountains 
will be made up of a small shell over the tracks and a larger shell that represents the mountain.  It looks 
rough now, but hopefully you can see our vision in the attached work in progress photos. We hope we will 
be able to show you our handiwork in October, IF we are ever allowed to go out and play trains together 
again. 
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Volume 31 Number 7         July 2020  
President’s Message  
  By Dick Friedman   
 
Another month has passed, with no change in the stay at home order.  
So, stay safe.  Most of our members are in the most impacted age 
groups, but evidence even today is that the big jump is in 18 - 40 year 
olds.  No one is safe being in large groups.  That means for us, another 
month of no activities for the Club. 
 
We will NOT have a meeting in July, but we will have a Board meeting 
by Zoom.  I feel so 21st Century, but not in a good way. 
 
The club did purchase a small collection this week.  It is mostly 
Aristocraft locomotives and cars.  We will post some pictures and an 
inventory later this month. 
 
Carla and Dennis Hanks are moving and will be holding a garage 
(actually back yard) sale in the next few weeks.  Normal distancing 
precautions will be taken.  Watch for an email blast to announce the 
date and time. 
 
I hope you are doing well.  I guess I am fortunate that I don't know that anyone I know has come down 
with COVID-19.  Today no one knows when this will end and we can go back to some semblance of 
normal.  Perhaps we'll never go back to the good old days of February 2020. 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the Flyer, sharing what they've been working on while staying at 
home.  Keep 'em coming. 
 
3D Corner  

By Dick Friedman   
 
One of our former members is learning about 3D printing and asked a question that others may want to 
know.  He asked what software I use to make my 3D prints.  I use TinkerCAD exclusively.  The reason is 
that is what the library 3D lab used.  It is (as you know) free, requires no space on your computer, and has 
an extensive library of STL files available.  Since I never used any computer design software, and never 
took a drafting class in high school, I knew nothing going in.  TinkerCAD is easy to use.  It's written to a 
4th grade reading level so I have a chance of understanding what they say.  It's also graphics based, so I 
didn't need to learn either math or design lingo.  If you need a sphere, you just grab one from the menu 
and move it to the workspace. 

  
  www.svgrs.org   
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— Building Mountains
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The Sierras at sunset 

 

Framework for the outer 
shell is in progress  
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Step by Step Weathering

 SCV GARDEN RAILROAD CLUB—August 2020 ©2020 Page 4 

continued on page 5

Dings to the flat car frame 
add that “used” look.

Weathering:  
From Toy to Model in a 
Few Easy Steps

By Bob Frein
A few years ago, I attempted my 

first weathering job in all of my 40 
years of model railroading. It was an 
N Scale box car and it looked OK, but 
not great. Over the course of the next 
year or so, I repainted and weathered 
my Piko Mogul locomotive and a 
Kalamazoo 0-4-4 switcher, complete 
with custom decals. Both of these I 
was very happy with.

Step 1: I disassembled the trucks 
from the frame and painted the entire 
model with Dull Coat to take the shine 
off. I then painted the “wood” deck with 
a light gray primer and made some 
dings in the outer frame of the car. I try 
to find some kind of reference photo 
on the internet to work off of. It may 
not be the same kind of car, but you 
can usually see where dirt/grime/rust 
build up during use. [For reference 

During the quarantine, I decided to weather my Bachmann B&O flat car. I 
think everyone has owned this car at one time or another, but the bright yellow 
just didn’t sit with me.

photos searchable in multiple ways, try 
www.rrpicturearchives.net  – Ed.]

Step 2: I start with light coats of 
Mississippi Mud and Khaki Tan (Acrylic 
paint found at Hobby Lobby for $1 or 
less) that are watered down. Lots of 

 Charcoal Gray Mississippi Mud Burnt Umber
 Black Khaki Tan Burnt Sienna
 Charcoal Gray Mississippi Mud Burnt Umber
 Black Khaki Tan Burnt Sienna

Disassembled flat car deck 
between coats of paint.

light coats as they build up the color. I 
think I did about 15 light coats before I 
was happy with the dirt/grime part of it. 
I next used some Charcoal Gray and 
Black to add some darker grime and 
oil to the sides of the car.

Step 3: I painted the wood deck 
various shades of brown until I was 
happy with it and then added some 
gray to the top to simulate aged wood 
that has been out in the elements.

The weathered deck looks like it has 
seen many winters on the rails.
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Step by Step Weathering continued

 “Rust Color” applied to Wheels  Weathered Coupler Rust and Mud/Grime on Springs
Step 4: I took apart the wheels from the trucks and mixed up Burnt Sienna 

and Burnt Umber to make up a “rust color.” I painted the wheels front and back 
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deck, rust at the base of the brake wheel… and rust around anything that could 
possibly rust. I like to let my work sit for a few days and come back and look at it 
again to see if I need to add anything to it. Once I am finished, I hit it with a light 
coat of Dull Coat to seal everything in.

Remember… there is no right or wrong; no two cars ever look the same on real 
railroads. Give weathering a try — and be sure to share your pictures with us.

This B&O flat car, setting on Bob’s 
work table as it waits final approval,  

no longer has that circus yellow 
newness. Dirt, grime, oil stains 

and rust trails “tell” of years of use 
hauling loads on the railroad.
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Mr. Haney's Traveling Emporium on the Silverton Northern Railroad 

By Chuck Klein 

Many of you may remember the sitcom Green Acres 
starring Eddie Albert and Eva Gabor as a couple who move 
from New York City to a country farm. Produced by 
Filmways as a sister show to Petticoat Junction, the  series 
was first broadcast on CBS from September 15, 1965 to 
April 27, 1971.  

 

 

 

 

 

One of the wacky characters on the show was a 
gentleman named Mr. Haney. He was a sneaky 
and notorious conman and a proprietor of goods 
that were overpriced, damaged or poorly made, 
with very few of his wares ever being of any decent 
quality. He drove his goods around in an old pickup 
truck whose signage he changed to advertise what 
he wanted to unload. 

 

I decided that our Silverton Northern (SN) Railroad needed a character like Mr. Haney. Instead of driving an old 
truck around to sell his wares, Mr. Haney was able to obtain-to his financial favor-an old streetcar. He 
refurbished the streetcar into a railbus to haul his wares on the SN Railroad, going from town to town trying to 
convince its citizens that he can give them incredible deals. He even calls his railbus “Mr. Haney.” The SN 
Railroad agreed to let Mr. Haney travel over its rails as long as he shared a percentage of his profits with them. 
For the past few years though Mr. Haney has claimed he hasn’t sold anything despite several routine 
deliveries. I’m sure one of these days the SNRR will see that just like everyone else, they too, are being 
snookered by Mr. Haney. 

The Project 
I purchased a used Bachmann “United Traction Company” streetcar online. When I received it and tried    
running it, I found that the gears in the motor block were cracked and it ran poorly. I expected this because of 
reviews that I had read about this Bachmann product and its faults. Reading online comments, I learned that I 
could purchase a USA Trains motor block that would work well as a replacement. I purchased one and after 
doing a few minor modifications to the underside of the streetcar, I was able to attach the motor block. It now 
runs very well at all speeds. 

Mr. Haney and his truck 
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Next, using my Dremel, I was able to cut away most of the body of the streetcar leaving the two ends intact 
so they could hold the roof. I proceeded with outfitting the interior with a “boiler” (a PVC T-pipe) in which a 
battery pack resides (our Silverton Northern Railroad is RC battery operated). I added a storage chest for 
firewood in which a ‘G Scale Graphics Railboss 4’ receiver is hidden. The on/off switch and battery 
recharging jack are situated in the front cab. Finally, after the body modifications were completed, I was 
able to add additional details and wares for Mr. Haney to sell. He is located in the front cab driving the 
railbus. 

 

 

Mr. Haney’s railbus started 
out as a Bachmann United 
Traction Company 
streetcar. 

Mr. Haney is seen driving 
the railbus from the front. 
The front panel and 
headlight are from the 
original streetcar frame. 
The headlight shines when 
the railbus is turned on. 
The cowcatcher was found 
in my junk box. The bell on 
top is an Ozark Miniatures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left side of the railbus. Chickens and dried fish are seen hanging 
from cords. A ladder made from stucco wire provides access to the 
goods on top. Signage indicates there is Foul Fish & Fruits 
(misspelling and lack of grammar intentional) for sale as well as Fine 
Furnishings, Livestock, and Tools. 
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Picture: Left side of the railbus. Chickens and dried fish are seen 
hanging from cords. A ladder made from stucco wire provides access 
to the goods on top. Signage indicates there is Foul Fish & Fruits 
(misspelling and lack of grammar intentional), for sale as well as Fine 
Furnishings, Livestock, and Tools. 

 

 

 

 

Picture: Right side of the railbus. Arnold, a pig, is Mr. HaneyÕs com-
panion and is seen riding in the cab with Mr. Haney (right). Pots and 
pans are seen hanging and tools for sale are in crates and barrels. 
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Right side of the railbus. 
Arnold, a pig, is           
Mr. Haney’s companion 
and is seen riding in the 
cab with Mr. Haney 
(right). Pots and pans 
are seen hanging and 
tools for sale are in 
crates and barrels. The 
top of the railbus is filled 
with more merchandise. 
Signage indicates just a 
fraction of what           
Mr. Haney has to sell. 
The smokestack is an 
extra that I found in my 
junk box.  

 

The top of the railbus is outfitted with a 
platform where Mr. Haney can store more 
merchandise. Here we see bags of flour 
and sugar, fresh fruits and vegetables, a 
potted plant, a watering can, a clock, a 
sewing machine and even a goldfish bowl 
with a goldfish in it! The red megaphone for 
the whistle is actually a cake decorating tip 
that found a new purpose. 

 

 

 

Back of the railbus. A water tank supplies water to the boiler. 
The tank is made from a piece of PVC pipe covered with craft 
sticks. The tank cover is the top of a water bottle that was 
trimmed to fit the curvature of the tank. The coupler is a Kadee 
coupler. 
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MAIL-ORDER NURSERIES:
A PLANT SOURCE FOR GARDEN RAILWAYS

By Don Herzog

For the past fifty five years, my wife Becky and I have owned 
Miniature Plant Kingdom, a nursery specializing in miniature and 
dwarf plants. At the height of our business, we carried fourteen 
hundred varieties.  It was a one-stop shopping experience for 
bonsai, rock garden, fairyland and garden railway enthusiasts.

When I was a freshman at California State Polytechnic College 
in San Luis Obispo, each freshman had to weed 100 one-gallon 
plants which had grown weeds during the summer. I was given a 
collection of 100 miniature roses donated to the college and by the 
end of the season fell in love with them. “Condominium” was the 
new word of the day and I felt that every one of them should have 
a miniature rose on their patio.

By the time I graduated, I wanted every variety of miniature 
rose and was gathering a collection from around the world. I even 
visited a fellow collector in Japan several times to share experi-
ences in the ensuing years. 

I was married in 1965 and while landscaping movie sets in 
Hollywood, opened a small retail miniature rose nursery. It was 
open on weekends on a small piece of property my father owned 
on a main street near where we lived. We moved to Sebastopol in 
1969 with a large moving van full of household goods, a green-
house and a collection of over four hundred varieties of miniature 
roses. Shortly thereafter, we purchased 2½ acres of land, placed a 
mobile home on it and planted my miniature roses. The following 
Spring, I took cuttings and propagated a few thousand plants. 
Miniature Plant Kingdom was now in business on a full time basis.

Steps like this have been the beginning of many mail-order 
nurseries, from a hobby to a business. I have been retired a few 
years now and desired to build our fourth operating layout on our 
property. This required me to buy my plants from other nurseries. 
But where? My answer: mail-order nurseries.

A mail-order nursery may carry a few hundred to thousands of 
varieties, so there are usually some miniature or dwarf varieties 
that we can use in our garden railroads. However, because of the 
extent of these collections, nurseries only propagate a small 
number of plants of each variety at any given time. The miniature 
plants that we desire are not grown in great quantities due to 
limited demand and often only 30 to 150 plants per nursery are 
available per year.

SEE NURSERIES ON PAGE 6

I met the previous editor of 
Garden Railways magazine at the 
Portland Convention and he was 
happy to have me write an article 
about Mail-Order Nurseries that 
carry plants suitable for garden 
railroads. However, the new editor 
said that his readers would not be 
interested in such an article and 
returned my article and pictures.

I believe that there might be 
interest in this topic by REGRS 
members, so asked Ken to include 
the article in this issue of our news-
letter. The photos of each plant 
mentioned will be shown at our next 
Zoom meeting on July 26th. You may 
want to make a copy of the article to 
make notes on items that interest 
you during the discussion.

If you are interested in any 
particular plant, get in touch with me 
and I can provide more details and 
can send the photo to you as well.

Note that this article was written 
prior to COVID. While I understand 
that each of these nurseries remains 
open for business, they may be doing 
so only by mail order and not be 
welcoming visitors at this time. So, if 
you are thinking of traveling to the 
northwest and visiting any of them, 
check with them first.

Don
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MAIL-ORDER NURSERIES, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Nurseries
Becky and I spent a few days before the 2019 National

Garden Railway convention in Portland, Oregon checking out 
some mail-order nurseries that I had located on the internet.

Joy Creek Nursery, Scappoose, Oregon. The first mail-order 
nursery we visited was Joy Creek Nursery west of Portland. They 
have a beautiful garden and very nice sales area with well labeled, 
beautifully grown healthy plants in 4-inch pots. That day, I found 
nine varieties of plants available that I could use. However there 
were over 50 more varieties that would be available the next 
Spring that I can also use. The cost of most of the plants was $6-10. 
They did have some very rare miniature daphne that only grow a 
few inches tall for $25 when available and also a very large 
selection of tiny, hardy sedums (succulents) that are worth 
considering. Their website is www.joycreek.com/plants and has 
pictures, descriptions and availability of each plant. They are 
located at 20300 N.W. Watson Road, Scappoose, OR 97056.  The 
telephone number is 503/543-7474. If you should visit, you may 
find plants not listed online.

Edelweiss Perennials, Canby, Oregon. Edelweiss Perennials is a 
very small mail-0rder nursery specializing in choice perennials, 
many of which are not commonly known—the good, old and 
sometimes almost lost, as well as the new—as long as they are 
good garden plants and not over commercialized. They hold an 
open house one time a year that they post on their web site. I 
found nine varieties of plants available that day that I could use. 
Additionally, I found eight other plants for my garden railroad and 
two more on their website for my flower garden that I will order in 
the Spring. Their plants are beautiful, healthy and available in 
several size pots. Most of their plants sell for $7.50 to $15. Their 
website is www.edelweissperennials.com and has pictures, pot size 
available, height the plant grows, USDA hardiness zone, flowering 
season and growing exposure for each plant. They are located at 
29800 S. Barlow Rd., Canby, OR 97013. Their telephone number is 
503/263-4680. They have no office staff and are often out of the 
office, so leave a message when you can be reached and they will 
get back to you as soon as possible.

Heaths and Heathers, Shelton, WA. Heaths and Heathers is a 
one-lady, mail-order nursery carrying over 1,000 varieties of heaths 
and heathers and has the largest collection in the United States 
and possibly the world. Karla Lortz is the owner. I have purchased 
miniature heathers for my garden railroads from her for over 20 
years and have visited the nursery a few times. We also met every 
year at the San Francisco Flower and Garden Show as we were 
both venders there for many years. Her nursery is open for 
business from September 1 to the end of May. Most plants are $6

SEE NURSERIES ON PAGE 7
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both venders there for many years. Her nursery is open for 
business from September 1 to the end of May. Most plants are $6

SEE NURSERIES ON PAGE 7
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each. The pot size varies as she uses several growers to produce 
plants for her. The nursery is located at 631 E. Pickering Rd., 
Shelton, WA 98584. The website is www.heathsandheathers.com 
and lists flower color, time of flowering, size of plant and the 
foliage color for each plant and has a wealth of  information about 
the plants. The phone number is 360/427-5318.

Things You Need to Know When Selecting Plants
Before looking at nursery catalogues there are three things that 

you need to know:
1. Your hardiness zone. If you do not know it, look up USDA 

hardiness zones on the internet to find it. Many nurseries list the 
hardiness zones that the plants will survive in. If your zone falls 
within those zones, then you might consider purchasing it. If you 
are one zone higher or lower than the zones listed for your 
selection you might try it anyway. I live on a ridge that is 5 degrees 
warmer in the winter than the valley where the weather station is 
located and marginal plants do just fine.

2. Your Soil Conditions. If the plant description states that the 
plant needs excellent drainage, it may be an alpine plant that lives 
in the cracks of boulders in the high mountains. If your soil is clay 
or does not drain well, I have a solution. About twenty years ago, 
my daughter wanted to grow some plants between the sidewalk 
and the curb. She picked out 36 alpine plants that needed 
excellent drainage. I told her that these plants might not make it 
as her soil was heavy clay, but to plant the plants a half inch higher 
than the ground and to put washed chicken grit underneath them. 
Twenty years later, most have survived and are doing well. This 
solution has also worked well in my garden railroads and we had 
117 inches of rain two years ago. So, plant these plants one half 
inch higher than ground level and put a crushed rock, chicken grits 
or pea gravel washed clean of all fines in a sieve or colander 
around the plant to fill the space. This will help keep the crown 
and foliage of the plant dryer in wet weather.

3. Other Growing Requirements. Look up the plant on the 
internet to learn all of the growing requirements.

Things You Need to Know about Purchasing via Mail Order
1. Your Conditions May Vary from those of the Nursery. The 

descriptions are for where the nursery is located and your climate 
may differ. It may get colder in the winter and/or hotter in the 
summer. Your climate may be more or less humid. It may receive 
more or less rain and your soil type may differ. What this means, is 
that at your location the plants may grow a bit slower or faster 
and may be a bit smaller or larger when full grown than in the 
nursery description. Always look up descriptions on the internet to

SEE NURSERIES ON PAGE 8
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MAIL-ORDER PLANTS
Here are photos of some of the 
plants listed in this article. The 
number below each photo 
corresponds to the one in the plant 
listing. The figure in each photo is 
about 3 inches tall. To see the other 
plants, join the Zoom meeting.

1.

4.

5.

8.
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get more information for your location.
2. Handling and Shipping Charges. Aside from the cost of the 

plants, there is usually a handling and shipping charge. The cost of 
collecting your order and packing it is the handling charge. 
Shipping charges are at actual cost and there is no profit built in.

3. Look Through Entire Catalogue. Look through the entire 
catalogue from start to finish noting those varieties that interest 
you which may be few and far between the larger plant listings. 
This may take a few hours, but it is worth finding those little gems 
that interest us.

Plants I’ll Discuss During the Zoom Meeting
(or maybe some next time)

Size of plants is height by width
* indicates needs excellent drainage

Plants from Joy Creek Nursery
1. Armeria juniperifolia – 3 inches by 6 inches – pink flowers in 

late spring to early summer –zones 8,9 *
2. Dianthus freynii – 2 inches by 12 inches – tiny pink flowers in 

summer – zones 6-10 *
3. Dianthus simulans – 3 inches by 6 inches – tiny rose colored 

carnation like flowers in summer – zones 6-8 *
4. Hebe buchananii,‘Minor’ – 6 inches by 18 in a long time –

white flowers in late summer – zones 8,9 
5. Hebe ‘Christabel’ – 5 inches by 11 inches – white flowers in 

summer (sometimes doesn’t bloom) – zones 7-9
6. Hebe imbricata – 6 inches by 10 inches (can grow larger in 

some areas) – white flowers – zones 7-9
7. Hebe Jasper – 12 inches by 15 inches – white flowers May 

through June – zones 7-9 
8  Saxifraga longifolia hybrid – 2-3 inches by 10 inches – sparse 

bloomer – Zones 6-9 *
9. Thymus polytrichus ‘Minus’ – 1 inch by 12 inches -rose flowers 

in summer – zones 5-9 – Also known as Elfin thyme
10. Thymus praecox ‘Nutmeg’ – 1 inch by 14 inches – pink flowers 

in summer – Zones 5
11. Veronica liwanensis – 2 inches by 1-2 feet – tiny blue flowers 

spring to summer – Zones 4-9 *
Plants from Edelweiss perennials

12. Astilbe glaberrima var. Saxatilis – 4-5 inches – white flowers 
in summer – zones 4-8
13. Cyclamen purpurascens – 2-3 inches – rose pink flowers in 

summer to late autum – very fragrant – requires shade – zones 
4-8

SEE NURSERIES ON PAGE 9
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12.

13.

15.

18.
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14.  Daphne cneorum x arbuscula – 3-5 inches by 8 inches – pink 
flowers late spring to early summer -zones 5-9 *

15. Globularia incanescens – 2-3 inches by 4 inches - lilac-blue 
flowers in June and July - Zones 4-8 *

16. Iris suaveolens – 4-5 inches by 6 inches – yellow flowers in 
March and April – Zones 4-8 *

17. Iris suaveolens ‘Rubromarginata’ – 3-4inches by 5 inches -
violet flowers in March and April. Zones 4-8 *

18.  Petrohagia saxifrage ‘Rosette’ – 8 inches by 18 inches – pink 
flowers in the summer – Zones 5-8 *

19. Thalictrum kiusianum – 5-8 inches by 12 - 18 inches – purplish-
pink flowers in the summer – zones 5-8
Plants from Heaths  and Heathers

20. Cassiope selaginoides f. nana – 1inch by 4 inches – white bell 
flowers in April and May – Foliage grey green – Needs shade –
zones 3-9 *

21. Calluna vulgaris ‘Flatling’ – 4 inches by 18 inches – few  mauve 
flowers in August and September- dense hummocks – zones 4-9

22. Calluna vulgaris ‘Golden Carpet’ – 4 inches by 12 inches –
mauve flowers in late summer – zones 4-9

23. Calluna vulgaris ‘John F. Letts’- 4 inches by 10 inches –
lavender flowers in late summer – gold foliage – zones 4-9

24. Calluna vulgaris ‘Manning’s Minima’ – 2 inches by 14 inches –
Pink flowers in August and September – low spreading – zones 4-9

25. Calluna vulgaris ‘Velvet Dome’ – 2 inches by 10 inches – does 
not bloom – dense dwarf habbit – zones 4-9

26. Calluna vulgaris ‘White Lawn’ – 2 inches by 16 inches – white 
flowers in August and September – Zones 

27. Calluna vulgaris ‘Yellow Globe’ – 4 inches by 18 inches –
mauve flowers August and September – zones 4-9

28. Erica x williamsii ‘Gold Button’ – 2 inches by 4 inches – few 
mauve flowers August and September – zones 4-9 *

Note: Callunas do not do well in high summer heat and 
humidity. Try Ericas instead which do just fine!

July 2020

21.

23.
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38th National 
Garden 
Railway 

Convention

20232023

Make plans now to attend and 
support garden railroading.

Updated information is at the 
website: ngrc2021.com

The convention will include 
Layout Tours in Nashville, clin-
ics and the vendor hall, plus 
an ice cream social, BBQ at 
the WildHorse Saloon, and 
Banquet. Add-on events in-
clude train excursions and 
tours of the Kentucky Railroad 
Museum, a Riverboat ride 
on the General Jackson 
Showboat, a night concert 
and a day backstage tour at 
the Grand Ole Opry, and tours 
of the Jack Daniels Distillery 
and the Country Music Hall of 
Fame. Other events may be 
added, so check the conven-
tion website for information.

  May 30– June 5, 2021

Nashville will host the 36th 
National Garden Railway 

Convention in 2021. 

2021MAY 30
JUNE 5

Support your Local Train Shops & Your 
Favorite On-Line Train Websites. 

Donate to Railroad Museums & 
Excursion Train Foundations. 

Keep Trains on the Rails in All Scales.

This railroad bike could be modeled 
to sit outside a trackside shed on an 

early 20th century RR.

NASHVILLE GARDEN RAILROADS



STRAIGHT FROM THE 
IRON HORSE’S MOUTH
Letters to the Editor should be sent as e-mails only to Carla Brand Breitner at carlabb@earthlink.net.

Letters will then be addressed accordingly and/or passed on to the author for further edification. Unless marked 
otherwise, letters to this publication are assumed to be submitted for print. Please include your name and club 
affiliation. Please note that we may not be able to print all letters, though we will try to respond to them. Letters 
may be edited for length and clarity. We are unable to answer requests for information about specific products or 
systems; these are best addressed to the appropriate manufacturer.

Lette
rs

Topiary on the Tortoise & Lizard Bash

I am very excited about this new publication and 
especially like how it covers a wealth of different subjects 
associated with the various aspects of garden railroading, 
as well as the “G-scale” hobby in general. It will be nice 
to have direct contact with those who are actually out 
there “doing it” and being able to receive a response in 
short order. Kudos to the Editor and all involved.

The “View from the Cab” on the acrylic trestle by Todd 
Brody is very interesting. But what interests me more are 
the topiary trees located on the layout. Can you ask Todd 
what kinds of trees these are and how he keeps them like 
that?

Keep it up as I am looking forward to future issues.

Gary Woolard, The Garden Railroad Hobo  
Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club

Thank you for the kind words, Gary. I’ve passed this question 
on to Todd Brody and he responds:

The trees are dwarf crepe myrtles (Myrtus communis ‘Com-
pacta’) purchased through Monrovia Nurseries. These plants 
are now ~25 years old and no higher than my hips. They ac-
quire/maintain their shape through regular trimming three 
to four times a year, with each tree taking about half a day to 
complete at each interval. Like most living things, crepe myrtles 
don’t last forever. However, because the trees are always cut at 
the onset of flowering and because they never have a chance to 
go to seed, they never seem to age and will probably outlast me. 
Thanks for your interest and enjoy your railroad.

Todd Brody 
Orange County Garden Railway Society
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Model “the Chief” pre-1947 with a 4-8-4 from Accucraft or USA Trains.
Model “the Chief” mid-1950 with an F7 from LGB or USA Trains.
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An Open Letter to the Garden Railroading Community  
 from Bill Derville, Rose City Garden Railway Society President 2013-2019

We would ask clubs for permission for our 
editor to republish articles from local newsletters 
to make up each issue. We would like to feature 
at least one garden railway in each issue, much 
as Garden Railway Magazine did. Tom Gaps’ 
railway is featured in this sample issue, a railroad 
many of you visited during the 2019 National 
Convention in Portland, Oregon. Because this is 
an electronic magazine, we can include links to 
videos that people can watch. Direct article and 
photo submissions might also be welcomed.

Much is yet to be determined. This is just a 
start to show everyone what it is possible to do. 
We would like a conversation with interested 
clubs throughout the world on some sort of coali-
tion of clubs. No name has been selected, no or-
ganization or charter has been decided. An editor 
needs to be selected, and a website established 
with a webmaster. Our West Coast clubs felt it 
better to let the larger organization create, define, 
and determine where we go from here.

We look forward to your response. Please in-
clude your club name and geographic area with 
your comments.

We will follow up with a survey asking one 
person per club to provide their club name, area 
covered, website if you have one, a copy of a 
newsletter if you publish one, contact information, 
and such information as whether your club is 
willing to forward our publication to your member-
ship and the name of the person from your club 
with whom we can interact (including Zoom calls) 
to further discuss this organization and how to 
move this idea forward.

It is time for our hobby to come together to 
share national information on events and new 
products. We hope to offer our vendors an in-
expensive advertising platform (to support the 
newsletter and a website) while club participation 
would be free.

Please circulate this sample publication to 
your membership, or at least your board, to con-
sider. We look forward to your comments.

Bill Derville
West Coast Network of Clubs

Chairman of 2019 National Garden Railway Convention
simplyGReNews@gmail.com

F or the past five years, most of the clubs on 
the west coast have been a part of a network 

of clubs; exchanging newsletters and surveying 
clubs about such things as dues, membership 
growth and other club issues. Through our news-
letter exchange, we have gotten to know each 
other better. We have sometimes gotten permis-
sion to print an article in another newsletter that 
would be of interest to our memberships.

Since Kalmbach Media announced that our 
only national “G-scale only” publication, Garden 
Railways Magazine, would be folded into an all-
scale magazine, our community needs a way 
to share information about local, regional, and 
national conventions, garden railroads that will 
be open to the public, and any admission fees 
charged. Newcomers to the hobby need to be 
able to find a list of garden railway clubs and so-
cieties by state, the area they serve, and links to 
their website. Our vendors, who have been left 
with few options to keep their name and prod-
ucts before those in the hobby, need a vehicle to 
provide that exposure. Without our vendors, we 
would not have the products we need to build our 
layouts, or the engines and rolling stock to run on 
them. Our beloved hobby would slowly die.

After a meeting of the West Coast Coalition of 
Clubs, we decided to create a sample publication 
using material from our past newsletters and add-
ing some typical advertisements. This eNewslet-
ter is the sample product we have produced. 

So far, we have identified 95 clubs in the USA, 
12 in Canada, and 16 in other parts of the world 
that we will be reaching out to ask them to partici-
pate in this effort.

The intent would be to distribute the eNewslet-
ter for free. We feel that to get the proper expo-
sure, it should not wait on a website for people 
to retrieve. It needs to be pushed out to those in 
our hobby via e-mail. Rather than build a large list 
of e-mail addresses (hard to maintain and could 
have security issues), we felt it would be better 
to send it to clubs and societies—and have them 
forward it to their membership. We would also 
send it to those not a member of a club who re-
quest it and to vendors in the hobby.
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Fairplex Garden Railroad Volunteers  
 (LA County Fairgrounds, Pomona) 
Rick Bremer • gardenrailroad@fairplex.com 
fgrr.org

Gold Coast Garden Railway Society  
 (Ventura & Santa Barbara County) 
Bruce Kuebler • pbkuebler@sbcglobal.net 
gcgrs.com

Orange County Garden Railway Society  
 (Orange County) 
Todd Brody • toddalin@cox.net 
orangecountygardenrailwaysociety.com

Santa Clarita Valley Garden Railroad Club  
 (Santa Clarita & San Fernando Valley) 
Carla Breitner • carlabb@earthlink.net 
facebook.com/scvgrc

Southern California Garden Railway Society  
 (Los Angeles, Riverside & San Bernardino Counties) 
Jay Kelly • jkelly615@aol.com 
socalgrs.org

Upland Garden Railway Society  
 (Inland Empire) 
Casey Jones • gardenrailway@verizon.net 
uplandgrs.org

Garden Railroad Clubs

 reindeerpass.com rldhobbies.com silverstatetrains.com trainz.com

Model Train Sales Websites

Model Train Stores

Garden Railways online 
grw.trains.com

Model Railroader Magazine 
mrr.trains.com

forums.mylargescale.com

largescalecentral.com

model-railroad-hobbyist.com

Magazines & Info websites
Narrow Gauge & Shortline Gazette 

ngslgazette.com

Steam in the Garden Magazine 
steamup.com

10
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groups.io/g/ModelRailroadsofSoCal • familygardentrains.com • elmassian.com

g i rr.org/g i rr  •  ross-crain.com/modeltrains.htm
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Gold Coast Station - Ventura 
2500 Knoll Dr Unit B 
Ventura CA 93003

Gold Coast Station - Tehachapi 
426 N Curry St 
Tehachapi CA 93561 
 661-822-5026 
goldcoaststation.net

G

Smith Brothers Hobby Center 
8941 Reseda Blvd 
Northridge CA 91324 
 818-885-8636 
smithbrothershobbycenter.com
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The Train Shack 
1030 N Hollywood Way 
Burbank CA 91505 
 818-842-3330 
trainshack.com G
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The Original Whistle Stop 
2490 E Colorado Blvd 
Pasadena CA 91107 
 626-796-7791 
thewhistlestop.com G
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The Train Crossing 
1113 Baker St #F 
Costa Mesa CA 92626 
 714-549-1596 
thetraincrossing.com G
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, Z

G

Bridgemasters 
22626 Manalastas Dr 
Lake Forest CA 92630 
 714-985-9007 
bridge-masters.com

Upland Trains 
1531 W 13th St #G 
Upland CA 91786 
 909-985-1246 
uplandtrains.com

G

Arnie’s Trains/Milepost 38 
6452 & 6462 Industry Way 
Westminster CA 
 714-893-1015 (Arnie‘s) 
 714-892-9471 (Milepost 38) 
arniestrains.com 
milepost38modeltrains.com
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Reed’s Hobby Shop 
8039 La Mesa Blvd 
La Mesa CA 91942 
 619-464-1672 
reeds-hobbies.com G
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