2
B -
:’

| |
I Somesk £

<"'4vso°\ |

2007
ALL ABOARD




TUCSON GARDEN
RAILWAY SOCIETY
ACTIVITIES
2006 - 2007






( Seniors * Buy 1 get 1 Free! (rriday oniy) 1
THE ARIZONA STATE

HOME SHOW

Will offer your home an:

Extreme

Sponsoted by iz SIMIC.

YOUR TUCBSON OMC DEALESRS

JANUARY 6,7 & 8
THE TUCSON CONVENTION CENTER
Fri12-7 Sat10-7 Sun 10-5

=

see what's ne€w and in style !
DESIGN ¢« HOME IMPROVEMENT ¢ DECORATING
Everything New And Exciting For Your Home At Huge Savings!
Pools - Kitchens - Windows - Spas - Bathrooms - Roofing
Security -Landscaping - Flooring - Doors - Design
Decorating - Remodeling - Heating - Cooling - Beds
Travel -Cooking -Contractors - & Much, Much More...

Increase the value of your home & save gas! See it all under one roof, compare brands,
quality and prices. Meet factory representatives from a huge array of companies.
Ask all your questions regarding home improvement and learn the latest trends.
This show will fill you with home |mprovement decoratmg and Iandscapmg ideas!

KGUN TV 9 and KIIM FM 99 5 offer
a spectacular outdoor kitchen
giveaway! Listen to KIIM FM 99.5
or watch KGUN TV 9 for details.

"Mexizona”™

Sty At =
Showcasing |
? the Best Latin
Flavors of Tucson %

and much, much n;ore! Shop Iil:e the Stars!
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i e | JANUARY 21
FUN FOR WHOLE
FAMILY o el s
TOY TRAINS | Fog. 400 pe
RUNNING |
ALL SIZES/SHAPES |
18 SEPARATE TRACKS

GADSDEN-PACIFIC DIVISION
TOY TRAIN OPERATING MUSEUM, LTD.
3975 N. MILLER AVE.
TUCSON, AZ 85705
(520) 888-2222
(12/2/04)







* Hundreds of tables of national train dealers from across Americal
* A Fantasy play area where you and your kids can operate trains!
* Operating model train layouts!
* Free modeling workshops over the weekend!
* aAdmission only $8, good for BOTH days! Kids under 12 are FREE!
January 28 & 29, 2006
Saturday—11:00am to 5:00pm
Sunday—11:00am to 4:00pm

Pima County Fairgrounds
11300 S Houghton Rd  Tucson, AZ

GET A FREE E-PASS! _1ts simple, just subscribe to or renew MODEL RAILROADER or
GARDEN RAILWAYS magazine at http://www.trains.com/gats and you'll receive 2 FREE e-pass
immediately. You're order confirmation page will be your e-pass. Order today!

Get a discount coupon at www.gwaats.com!!







Education Committee
Presentation Feb. 2006




“Springtime in Arizona”
April 29, 2008 thry May 4, 2008

Arnzona Nati

onal Garden Railw ay Convention
www.ngrc2008.org
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MARCH 4 & 5 2006

10 am till 4 pm each day

Visit eight garden railways located here in the Tucson area. They
range from the 4000 sq foot Eagle Mountain Railway to family
yard size garden railways. Each shows a unique perspective of

plantings and model railroading.

Individual ($5.00) and family ($10.00) tickets will be available. A
door prize coupon will be included with each ticket. Descriptions
of the railways and maps to their locations will come with your
ticket.

For more information go to

http://tucsongrs.org or 520-551- 4699

or contact a member of the

Tucson Garden Railway Society
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TORTOLITA MOUNTAIN RAILWAY

INTRODUCTION TO THE PUBLIC



CLOUD MOUNTAIN JEWEL



TUCSON, FIEDMO
SONORAN DE SERT

OUR PRESIDENT UNDER STEAM



MECHIGIAN TROLLY ROUTE
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STREET REPAIR DETAIL AT COOKS



DOOR PRIZE WINNERS

TONI AND JAMES ESQUIBEL



See outdoor model railways

By Anne Gardner

SPECIAL TO THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

Gary and Peggy Martin can
see Nogales, Jerome,
Monument Valley and the
White Mountains from their
back yard. They don’t have
eagle eyes, but they do have
Eagle Mountain, their outdoor
garden railroad. -

Eagle Mountain is just one of
eight sites on this year’s
annual Rails in the Garden
tour, sponsored by the Tucson
Garden Railway Society. The
event, Saturday and next
Sunday, is a fund-raiser, and
it’s the only time the club
charges to view the railroads.
Proceeds support exhibitions
at schools, hospitals and other
places.

Named after the Martins’
street, Cerro de Aguila, the
Eagle Mountain Railroad
covers 5,100 square feet of the
couple’s yard. Several radio-
controlled model trains travel
over 1,400 feet of track through
replicas of Arizona towns,

complete with miniature

buildings, cars, people and

animals, circa the 1930s.
“Everything I built, except

the trains and the track. It’s aJJ-

the little things that make the
difference,” Gary Martin said.
He added that it takes at least
one hour of maintenance every
day to fix fallen figures, tend to
the plants and clean debris off
the tracks. “It’s constant work.”

Though garden railroading
is only about 30 years old, it’s
the fastest-growing hobby
among modelers. The major
difference is that it's an
outdoor activity.

“With indoor (railroading),
you have a room and can fill it
with whatever you want,”
Martin said. “Outdoors, you
have to deal with the real stuff
— nature.”

The event will be canceled
only in case of extreme
weather.

D Anne Gardner is a local
freelance writer.

» IF YOU GO:

What: Third Annual Rails in the Garden
tour

Sponsored by: Tucson Garden Railway
Society

When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and
next Sunday

Where: At eight homes throughout
Tucson. When tickets are bought,
maps will be provided with directions
to each home. All homes are
wheelchair-accessible, but extra
assistance may be needed at some,

Cost: $5 per person; $10 for a couple
or family. Tickets are available
through Friday at Barbeques Galore,
5616 E. Broadway and 5068 N.
Oracle Road, and Ace Hardware,
6959 E. 22nd St., from 10 am.-5
p.m.To buy tickets on the days of the
event, call 551-4699.

Etc.: For more information, call
551-4699 or goto
www tucsongrs.org online.

SOME OF OUR GUESTS
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Tucson Garden Railway Tour
March 4-5, 2006, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Railway#1 * TORTOLITA MT. RAILWAY

Bruce and Carolyn Lynn - 4901 W. Lambert Lane - Tucson

Bruce and Carolyn’s railroad is a medium-sized railroad. Its major features are completely scratch-

built buildings and a watercourse. Directions: From the north on I-10 take Tangerine

Rd. east to Camino de Oeste. Turn South to W. Lambert Lane: From Oro X LS
Valley take Oracle Rd. to Tangerine Rd. Turn west to Camino de Oeste. —W. Lambert Lane
Turn south to W. Lambert Lane.: From the city take Oracle Rd. to Ina Rd. Linda \ista
Turn west to Thornydale Rd. Turn north on Thornydale to W. Lambert Lane.
Turn west on Lambert Lane, jog north at Camino de Oeste and turn west on
Lambert Lane: From the south exit I-10 at Cortaro Rd. Turn north on
Camino de Oeste to westbound Lambert Lane.

Railway #2 “The Tucson, Piedmont and Sonoran Desert Railroad”

<accessible>  Nick Buchholz and Mary Ker - 3401 Blacksill - Tucson

The TP&SD is a mythical 3’ gauge railroad set in 1926 southern Arizona. It connects

Douglas and Klondike via the Sulphur Springs Valley. The structures are scratch-built to

1:20.3 scale. The existence of domesticated dinosaurs in our world allows us to ship

saurians instead of cattle to market. Directions: From RR #1 , go back to

Camino del Oeste. Turn right to Linda Vista. Go left on Linda Vista

to Thornydale. Turn right to Magee. Turn left to Rasmussen. Turn

right to Blacksill. Turn left. ca . 5 miles-8 min. from RR #1.

Railway #3 “The Turtle River Railroad” <accessible>
Glenn andJanet Mitchell - 5100 W. Paseo del Campo -Tucson '

Tangerine Rd.

N. Camino de Oes§
Thomydale Rd.

A

Overton Rd

~Cortaro Rd
Cortaro Rd.

o

The Turtle River Railroad is a western narrow gauge railroad with light freight and ore traffic and local

passenger traffic. One of the branch lines climbs to a plateau where passengers can go to escape the desert Camino de Oeste
heat. An independent company is constructing a branch line to carry ore to the main line for transhipment. Desest 0
The mining branch features several trestles and eight plate girder bridges. The buildings are a combination rm_’| l Camino del Cerro

1

of scratch-built and kits. l
Directions: From RR #2, retrace the route to Thornydale. Turn left and go to Jog |j

Orange Grove Rd. Tumn right on Orange Grove and turn south on I-10. Exit at

Camino del Cerro. Turn right and follow Camino del Cerro to Paseo de los Rancheros ST

(Rancho del Cerro sign). Turn left and follow Paseo de los Ranchos to Paseo del Paseo de los
Campo. 5100 is the first place on the right. ca. 8 miles-15 min. from RR #2. Paseo del Tt
Railway #4 “The Eagle Mountain Railroad” <accessible> - ‘(

Gary and Peggy Martin - 4625 E. Cerro de Aguila - Tucson

The Eagle Mountain Railroad is one of the largest in the state. There is well over 1000 feet of s1

track serving mines, lumber camps and towns. The setting is Arizona’s deserts and mountains in :I R balad

the late 1800’s. The garden incorporates a variety of plants. There are two large water features Cemo b, | d Bac

and sound and animation. Gary's latest addition is a large open pit copper mine. de Aguila 35| I y 2
Directions; Cerro de Aguila is a small street west of Swan between River \ X

and Sunrise. From RR #3, retrace your route to I-10. Take I-10 north to TN 1 inda Rama
Orange Grove Rd. Turn Right on Orange Grove to Skyline. Turn right on River Rd \\

Skyline (becomes Sunrise) Turn right on Swan. Turn right on Cerro de
Aguila. ca. 17 miles-35 min. from RR #3.



Railway #5 “The Cloud Mountain Railway” <accessible>

Jay and Sallie Sanders - 8060 E. Paseo de Beatriz - Tucson

In the world of garden railroading, there are many small “jewels” that
are rarely seen. This is such a railroad. Measuring only 10° by 22°,
this layout has two separate loops and is elevated two feet off the
ground for ease of access. The layout is track powered, and features
miniature trees, plants, and ground covers. The plantings are serviced
by a drip system that waters three times a day. If the size and
complexity of some railroads frightens you, you will want to visit
this simple, but effective, layout. Directions: From RR #4, turn
right on Swan Road to River Road. Turn left on River Rd. At Sabino
Canyon Rd., turn right to Cloud Rd. Turn left at Cloud Rd. to Paseo
del Torito (first left after Pantano Rd). Railroad is located on the SE
corner of Paseo de Beatriz and Paseo del Torito. ca. 6 miles-9 min.
from RR #4.

B =owmW0

am

Railway #6 “The Railway at the Lakes at Castle Rock” <semi-accessible>

Garb and Dorothy Mechigian - 2142 Split Rock Pl - Tucson

Garb and Dorothy’s layout is in a gated community. When you enter the Lakes at
Castle Rock, show your ticket to the TGRS member at the gate. Persons with a
wheel chair will need a helper.

The layout includes a 1930’s town, a western town and an Austrian Village. The
equipment is of German design and there is a fire fighting train that sprays real water.
The layout is next to the family pool and has many lush plantings.

Directions: From venue #5 retrace your route to Sabino Canyon
Rd. Turn left on Tanque Verde . Just past the Catalina Highway
turn right on Castle Rock Rd. (The Lakes at Castle Rock West
Gate) and show your ticket at the gate. Follow Castle Rock Rd. to
Lake Vista Dr. Turn right and right again on Split Rock Pl. Look
for the signs. ca. 5 miles- 9 min. from RR #5.

Railway #7 “The Caliche and Saguaro Railroad <accessible>
Jim and Madelyn Cook - 10420 Ft. Lowell - Tucson

Begun in 2002, the railroad covers about 35° by 100°, runs 4 tracks and a trolley, and
contains over 60 buildings and nearly 200 figures. The town of Headstone is a movie
studio, Lowell Bluffs is the shopping center, and Pinnacle Peak is the dairy. Three waterfalls
and four bridges complete the scenery Directions: Take Tanque Verde east to
Houghton Rd. Turn north on Houghton and east on Ft. Lowell to signs.
ca. 3 miles-5 min. from RR #6.

Railway #8 “The Hart To Hart Railroad” <accessible>

Marty and Loyal Hart - 7921 E. Scarlett - Tucson

Marty and her late husband, Loyal, began their railroad in 1996. It has about 500 feet of track,
is elevated for ease of access and is a whimsical railroad that images Marty and Loyal’s lives and
family. The railroad’s southern end is in Germany, with knights and castles. As it progresses
north it passes through Appleville, a town of birdhouses. The north end is the Denver and Rio
Grande in Colorado. Many of the various businesses are those of family and friends. Thus, we
have the town of Hartsville, the Hammond Mill, Doctor Finch’s office and the Hart and Sons
farm. The auto dealer is a Ford because a family member works at one. Because a son isa
Tucson policeman, the railroad and its surroundings are well-patrolled.

Directions: From RR #7, retrace route to Tanque Verde, turn right on
Tanque Verde. Take Pantano-Wrightstown Rd. exit off Tanque Verde. Go
straight at the light. Take Pantano Rd. sourth of Broadway. Tumn left at
Scarlett. ca. 7 miles and 11 min. from RR #7.
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Dr. Pepper Wristband Night: Brought to you by Clear Channel Communications,
KGUN 9 & Tucson Weekly. Bring in an unopened 20 oz. bottle of Dr. Pepper to
receive $5 discount towards $20.00 unlimited ride wristband. Gates Open At 6:00 p.m.

Visit the new exhibits i
shows and more! Do
Aquarium for kids 12 2
KIM FM Presents
Appreciation, $1.00 Ac
inside Pima Hall!

MEGA 106.3 presents :
the Budweiser Main S

KLOVE & KVOI Family

KTUC Senior Celebrat]
Journal Broadcast Grq

Wendy's Discount Couls ; _
Must present Wendy' SIS
with any other offer. /
Dr. Pepper Wristbandi® :
receive $5.00 discountt "B
Citadel Broadcasting,

Visit the new exhibits i#§
shows & more! Free i

4 .~
[ T

96.1 KLPX Presents CiJSFtE S
TexasHold-Emerl Taitw 79

La Caliente Presenta [HPES
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t‘youheadouth)the
- and junk food, set aside a few
mmntestocheakoutﬂle()ld

trains up outside.
At the fair, the trains trun-
dle around a 60-by-38-foot -

Momthan%memhersdo-

mtoﬁxehalltoaeeﬂxeél-lm—
tries because her daughter
used to belong to 4 H. She
found herself in front of the
Railway Society exhibit, think-
ingbadcmhardﬂldhoodm

Until the fair ends on April
30, the main gate opens at 11
a.m. weekdays except Tues-
day, 10 a.m. weekends and
Tuesday. Carnival rides
open at 2 p.m. weekdays, 11
a.m. weekends.

Admission is $7 for adults,
ﬂfuragess-lﬂ,&eeforhdss
and younger. Parking is $5.

[ ] OnntactrepenerErm White
at ewhite@azstarnet.com
or 807-8429.
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PIMA COUNTY

HOME & GA

C AT Yue Ak CONDITIONED
TUCSON CONVENTION CENTER

JUNE 9, 10 & 11
& Fri 12-7 Sat 10-7 Sun 10-5

Extreme
OVER

Everything New And Exciting For Your Home At Huge Savings!
Kitchens * Windows ¢ Spas * Bathrooms * Roofing * Security
Landscaping * Flooring * Doors « Design * Decorating * Remodeling

Heating * Cooling * Beds * Cooking & Much, More...

WIN A $20,000 HD Home Theatre System
Includes: High Definition TV, DVD, & High-End Surround Sound

B 1oME.

Meet and learn from
- Home and Garden
HL 4 Television Network
star Dave Sheinkopf
from "Design on a Dime"

HOME & GARDEN TELEVISION

Be sure to pick up your restaurant coupons valued at over $200 at "Keep it Cool
in the Kitchen". Chef Barry Infuso, Culinary Director for the Pima Community

. College Culinary Arts Program will be on hand to answer your culinary questions
 and tell you everything you ever wanted to know about the art of cooking.

Come to the show that feeds you with savory food. Get hot ideas and show
prices on all the latest trends in home improvement, design, cooking & landscaping

& m = mm ------------------.
Adult admission $6.00 with coupon §
(includes TCC user fee).

HLCEIV Use this coupon to get one dollar off i

HOME & GARDEN TELEVISION admission. Limit 1 adult per coupon.

Kids 16 and under FREE. May not be
combined with other offers

The Hote ;’Anmlm e i NEV
For exhibitor info call toll free 800-690-1993 Kiim 995 Tz

---------------'----------/

'---













Caliente / Thursda)_r, June 8, 2006

.  QUICK TAKE
Southern Arizona
- Transportation
R 5
Museum
What: History of regional
transportation
Where: 414 N. Toole Ave. in the His
toric Depot :
Hours: 11a.m.-3 p.m. Tuesdays-
Thursdays and Sundays, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays
Admission: Free.
B Information: 623-2223, www.tucson
3 historicdepot.org
Et cetera: Steam Locomotive Satur-
days, 10 am.-1 p.m,, feature close-
up looks at the otherwise gated

exhibit of the steam engine. An
expert answers questions.

Photos by Greg Bryan /
Arizona Daily Star
Candace Barney, 5, with
Locomotive 1673.

You can hear the train a-comin’




Take a trip to depot
and go back in time

By Elena Acoba
SPECIAL TO THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

ow that Pima County
N has the go-ahead on its

transportation plan,
this might be a good time to
learn how Tucson went
through a huge transformation
when the railroad appeared.

The Southern Arizona
Transportation Museum at the
Historic Depot complex Down-
town shows how the arrival of
the Southern Pacific Railroad
from San Francisco on March
20, 1880, moved Tucson “from
an isolated frontier outpost to a
major urban center,” accord-
ing to an exhibit.

The museum is run by the
nonprofit Old Pueblo Trolley
organization that also main-
tains the trolley system along
East University Boulevard and
North Fourth Avenue.

It’s housed in Southern Pa-
cific’s 1907 vault room where
the railroad company stored
accident photos, timetables and
other records.

>

A statue of a conductor stands guard as visitors check out the dis-

plays at the Southern Arizona Transportation Museum .

The room at first looks over-
whelmingly dense with text.
Don’t be intimidated. The in-
formation is provided in En-
glish and Spanish, so visitors
need only read half the copy.

That copy provides commen-
tary on regional transportation
from the early 1800s stagecoach
to the current problems of a
sprawling metropolis.

The exhibits show how the
railread brought cheaper build-
ing materials for homes, sireet
lights and a hospital, shipped
out minerals mined in the sur-
rounding area and brought vis-
itors for health or tourism.

The railroad begat public
transportation as people needed
ways to get from the train sta-
tion to Downtown, which then
was a few blocks away. The mu-
seum covers those efforts from
the herdic (a kind of carriage) to
the modern-day Sun Trans.

Some of the history sounds
strikingly familiar: a stage-
coach that was swept away
while it tried to cross a rain-
swollen Rillito; a small-gauge
railroad that was supposed to
extend to Globe, but the money
ran out after 10 miles.

Vintage photos show some
transportation problems unigue

to the old times. Ridersofa
mule-drawn trolley sit and wait
as officials try to get one of two
hitched mules to stand after it
decided to lie down on the sireet.

Visitors can pretend to send
a telegram by Morse code. An-
other exhibit shows the time it
took to go to other cities on
stagecoach and railroad. For
instance, a stagecoach ride to
Los Angeles took more than
four days. The railroad cut that
to less than a day.

Telephone handsets play sto-
ries of the people involved with
the railroad, including the con-
ductor who dealt with a turtle’s
grip on a brakeman, an engi-
neer’s train approaching a
washed-out bridge and the sta-
tion agent who averted a train
collision.

Video monitors show pictures
of old photos, postcards and mar-
keting brochures. Onerunsa
captioned show of recollections
of former railroad workers.

The museum also maintains
Locomotive 1673, a 1900 South-
ern Pacific engine that the city
received to mark the 75th an-
niversary of the arrival of the
railroad.

1 Freelance writer Elena
Acoba is a former Star reporter.




ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CHURCH
HALLOWEEN EVENT

Joe Stoesser attacks Dolly Duda
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The new Children’s Layout
Photos courtesy of the Dorgans

Helping from TGRS were Joe Stoesser, Dolly & Joe

Duda, Sallie & Jay Sanders, and Jane & Mike
Dorgan.
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NEW EVENT!
HOLIDAY IN THE GARDENS FAMILY FESTIVAL*

Holiday activities to inspire!
Saturday and Sunday

December 2-3 and Deceniber 9-10
8:30 am — 4:30 pm

Visit a garden holiday wonderland filled with wandering carolers and special exhibits
such as the Gardens’ railway. Don't miss special holiday activities for all ages including:




Gardens trying first
daytime holiday festlval

<QUE PA!

By Elena Acoba
SPECIAL TO THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR

ost everyone in the
M family ought to find
something appeal-

ing at the Tucson Botanical
Gardens’ first daytime holiday
festival.

Even pets can get a gift out of
Holiday in the Gardens, which
will feature craft-making, dis-

‘plays and entertainment over

the next two weekends.

It’s a separate event from the
annual Luminaria Nights —
two evenings of lighted paths
and musical performances.

Gardens staff noticed that
the same number of people
showed up for its evening
event regardless of how many
nights it ran, said Michelle
Conklin, director of develop-
ment.

“We noticed there were very
few daytime holiday events for
families,” Conklin continued.
“We kind of want to try this.
The gardens are so beautiful
during the day.”

Kicking off the festival isa
Reindog Parade at noon Satur-
day. Costumed canines and
their owners will march
around the grounds led by San-
ta. It's the only time nonservice
animals are allowed in the gar-
dens, says Conklin.

People will have to register
to enter the parade. It’s fol-
lowed by visits with Santa.

Highlights of the second
weekend include a dance per-
formance of “Legend of the
Poinsettia” by Ballet Folklori-
co San Juan's young dancers
and a dramatization of the
gardens’ coloring book, “My
New Backyard Garden” by
storyteller Marc Severson
and student actors. Both
events start at 2 p.m. Dec. 9

If you go

» What: Holiday in the Gardens

= When: During the attraction's
reguiar hours, 8:30 am.-4:30
p.m. Activities beqin 10:30 a.m.
on Saturday, 11a.m. on both
Sundays and 10 a.m. on Dec. 9.

» Where: Tucson Botanical Gar- -

and 10.

Sue Betanzos, who illustrat-
ed the recently released book,
‘will appear at the same time to

. sign copies that will be passed

out to youngsters during the
festival.

Each day will include s
strolling carolers, face painting

and the annual display of a gar-
den railroad with trains wind-
ing through a holiday land-
scape.

COURTESY OF CSON BOTANPCAL GARDENS
All aboard! The Garden Railway will run in the Bird Garden Dec. 2-17 at the Tucson Botanical Gardens.

dens, 2150 N. Alvernon Way.

* Admission: $6, free to 12 or
younger.

» Information: 326-9686 or at
www.fucsonbotanical.org.

o Et cetera: Luminaria Nights will
open 5:30-8 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday. Admission is $7; 33 for
ages 3-12.

Several free scheduled work-
shops will include such craft-
making activities as gifts for
pets, cookie decorating,
mulling spice bags, herbal gifts
and pressed-leaf cards. A work-
shop on making tamales re-
quires registration and a fee.
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A POINSETTIA to the Tucson
. Garden Railway Society for creating
| and staffing the fantastic model train
displays at the Tucson Botanical Gar-
\ dens. The society has put together
three rail lines, complete with minia- |
ture town ‘scenes and passengers
such as Mickey Mouse and Santa
Claus, in the garden’s backyard bird
garden and iris garden. The rail lines
will be running d4ily from 10 a.m. to
3 pm. through Dec. 31. — with the
exception of Christmas Eve, when
the garden closes at noon. The gar-
den is also closed Christmas and New
Year’s Day. General admission is $5
_ for adults, $2.50 for kids 6 to 12 and
free for children 5 and under.

; HOTO CURTES‘! OFTUN BOTANICAL GARDEN
The Tucson Garden Railway Society has three model trains on display at the
Tucson Botanical Gardens. The train exhibit runs through Dec. 31.



HOLIDAY BUFFET AND PARTY
HOME TOWN BUFFET
DECEMBER2 2006







HOLIDAY SET UP
CASA DE LOS NINOS
DEC. 2006







ST. MARKS EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

CHRISTMAS DISPLAY







Railways in the Garden

More than 60 years ago in Northern Ohio, Bob Dukséps ears perked up when he heard a familiar sound rumbling
through his town. The gentle thunder was not from the sky, bu; from trains on the ground.
“I always liked trains. There were two railroads going thmvgbth; town. I liked to hear the trains going through. It

was during World War II, so it was very busy at that ime” =

Dirksen eventually moved to Colorado, where he was a social-studies teacher and school librarian. While his
interest in trains continued, he didn’t have a lot of time for his hobby until after he retired. He moved to Tucson in
1991 and became involved in the Tucson Garden Railway Society about 10 years ago.

Dirksen, a previous vice president and board member of the society, says it's a club of 100 families who enjoy gar-_

den railroading. The group sets up displays at various locations around town throughout the year.
“We take displays out to basically anyone who asks. Between Christmas and New Year’s, we set up at the (Veterans
Affairs) Hospital. On Jan. 5, we will be at the Arizona State Home Show at the Tucson Convention Center. And we

go to the county fair for 10 days.”

Currently, the Tucson Botanical Gardens is partnering with the
Tucson Garden Railway Society to present The Garden’s Railway
Exhibit throfigh Sunday, Dec. 31. The trains run from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m., daily. The Botanical Gardens are located at 2150 N.
Alvernon Way. The train exhibit is free with admission: $5 for
adults; $2.50 for children ages 6 to 12; free for children 5 and
younger. Call the Botanical Gardens at 326-9686 or visit
www.tucsonbotanical.org and
www.tucsongrs.org for more
information.

Dirksen says there are two displays
at the gardens. “In the Bird Garden,
there are two loops—a figure eight with
a trestle. There is a small village in it
and a tunnel. It goes around bushes and
trees. It’s a very nice-looking (display),

a very pleasant one” It contains 200 feet
of track.

“In the Iris Garden, there is a fun dis-
play (containing 100 feet of track) with
Santa’s workshop in it. We are not all
serious about this. We have had Thomas
the Tank (Engine), clowns, cartoon
figures, Winnie the Pooh. We're all little
kids at heart”

While one might need to be young
at heart to enjoy the displays, they take
careful planning and adult know-how to

-put together.

“There are computer programs that
will draw it out for you. But for the gar-
dens, we had to go and look at the situ-
ation. There are trees and plants, so you
have to fit the railroad to the area that you have.

“Usually, you start off with a clean slate, like in your backyard. You
plan the railroad and the various plantings that you have. Because of
the fact that it includes models and plans, it’s often a family project”

It was Dirksen’s wife who encouraged him to build his display in
their backyard. “I had a small-gage train I wanted to (set up in the
closet). My wife told me to go outside and play”

These days, Dirksen’s wife is involved in his hobby and enjoys set-

22 W TUCSONweexoycom

COURTESY OF TUCSON BOTANICAL GRDENS

ting up the figures and buildings in displays. “Contrary to popular
belief, women do like trains,” he says. “There are a lot of couples
where the men and women participate equally”

Dirksen says about 70 percent of the society’s members have rail-
roads in their backyards. Sizes vary; one member has about 1,000 feet
of track. The displays stay out year-round, with many members

onl)r bringing their trains inside for safekeeping.

“This is a family activity. It's more so
| than an indoor hobby where dad goes

down to the basement. But outside, you
have things that can happen to your
railroad—the effects of sun, rain, wind
and animals. The sun is hard on the
buildings. Plastic warps and gets brittle.
And a pack r&@wa[koﬂ'wﬂh your
§ figures”
Pack rats asidg, Dirksen says he enjoys
his hobby for main reasons. “First,
it keeps us offthe streets and out of bars.
It gives us something to do. Second,
it keeps our creative juices flowing. I
might see a birdhouse (at a craft store)
. and wonder how I can make that into a
building”

The third reason Dirksen loves his
hobby is that he enjoys being with peo-
ple and delights m'ﬁe reaction he sees
from others. 5

“Once, a few years ago at the
Botanical Gardens,;p young mother
would bring down he: stm.Hewas3

and that little boy would watch the trains from 112

wou]dcrywhenwetookthetramsmﬂems}w

them”

Dirksen calls this the “gee-whiz factor. Whex a set up,
people will come through and say; ‘Gee whiz.
certain amount of pride in that. It makes you feét?nd of med.
Irene Messina “%
imessina@tucsonweekly.com s







BEST BETS

Spectators will be able to see these detailed model trains — with a holiday
theme — during the train show, which runs through Friday.

Tucson Garden Railway Society train show

Numerous operational train displays will be set up in the R.E. Lindsey Jr. .
Auditorium for Southern Arizona VA Health Care System patients, employees,
volunteers, families, children and all the at heart. Through Dec. 29,
model trains ranging from America’s earliest trains to those currently running
on the nation'’s tracks will travel through dynamic scenery layouts complete
with mountains, buildings, roads and other scenic effects. Members of the
Tucson Garden Railroad Society will be on hand to explain the history of each
train display. When: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 27-28; 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Dec. 29
Where: 3601 S. Sixth Ave. Price: free Info: 751-9628




Southern Arizona VA Health Care System
Tucson, AZ 85723

678/0-00
Lewis Sleeper, Director
Tucson Garden Railway Society
6636 E. Villa Dorado
Tucson, Arizona 85715

Dear Mr. Sleeper:

Just wanted to “thank you and your members” for this the third year of the Tucson
Garden Railway Society’s visit to the Southern Arizona VA Health Care System. This
year I did not have a chance to spend very much time with you or your organization as in
the past. It seems that I had over double the work and media requirements this year than
the past two years during the last week in December.

In my eyes, this was another very successful year in which our visitors and patients had
an opportunity to see the outstanding train displays in our auditorium. What made ita
little more difficult in getting the crowds in this year, was that there were a number of
other train shows at other locations (The Tucson Botanical Gardens Train Show,
Gadsden-Pacific Division Toy Train Operating Museum), during the time of your show
in the auditorium. We received great media coverage again this year, and [ have
enclosed the articles in which our local newspapers, (Tucson Citizen, Arizona Daily Star)
as well as the KGUN Ch 9 spot they did for their 6:00 p.m. News. The enclosed DVD is
for your files.

Thanks again for another great year!

Sincerely,

J.L. Pepe’ Mendo istant Public Affairs Officer

Southern Arizona VA Health Care System
3601 S. Sixth Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85723




Tucson Citizen's Weekend Plus

Fiday, December 29, 2006
www.tucsoncitizen.com

TUCSON GARDEN
RAILROAD SOCIETY
TRAIN SHOW: This is
the last day to view the
numerous operational train
displays set up in the R.E.
Lindsey Jr. Auditorium for
Southern Arizona VA Health
Care System patients,
employees, volunteers, fami-
lies, children and all the
young at heart. Trains rang-
ing from America’s earliest
model operational trains to
those currently running on |
the nation’s tracks travel
through dynamic scenery
layouts complete with
mountains, buildings, roads
and other scenic effects.
Members of the Tucson
Garden Railroad Society will

be on hand to explain the
history of each train display
and share information on
the society. When: 9 a.m.-

2 p.m. Dec. 29 Where: VA
center auditorium, 3601 S.
Sixth Ave. Price: free admis-
sion Info: 751-9628

(T
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TOY TRAIN SHOW

m—
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20™
RC)DEV%'AM TO 3PM
( AY EVE
GRANT gI?OENTER

UNDER 13 FREE WITH ADULT
ONSORED BY

N-PACIFIC DIVISION
)
M

ovie schedules, comics and thin

www.tucsoncitizen.com
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I

Model-train show and swap meet
__Rodeway Inn Event Center,
1365 W. Grant Road. Gauges, rail-
roadiana, operating layouts. Buy,
sell an( ‘rade. 9am.-3 p.m. Jab.
20.$4.% 10228
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STOESSER, BLACKWELL, DORGAN




FEBRUARY 2007 BUSINESS MEETING

BOARD DISCUSSES INCORPORATION
ISSUES










N THE
RAILS 5o “ARORN

MARCH 3 & 4, 2007
10 am till 4 pm each day

Visit eight garden railways located here in the Tucson area.  This
year's tour will include a railway that is a cooperative effort among
residents of a local RV park. Each layout shows the owner's
creativity in the use of plantings and model railroading.

Individual tickets are $5.00 and Family (parents or
grandparents and minor children) tickets are $10.
A door prize coupon will be included with each ticket. Descriptions

of the railways and maps to their locations will come with your
ticket.

For more information go to

http://tucsongrs.org

or

520-409-3269
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Catch the train
at Rails in Garden
Tour this weekend

By LARRY COPENHAVER
Icopenha@tucsonditizen.com

Sometimes, catching the train
can be as easy as stepping info
the garden.

But only if you're really small.

These trains are part of
Tucson  Garden  Railway
Society’s Rails in the Garden
Tour, where members’ imagina-
tions in gardening meld with
modular large-scale model rail-
roading, said Jane Dorgan, a
modeler since 1999.

Dorgan’s garden railway proj-
ect, the Red Rock Railroad,
includes more than 600 feet of
track, 500 human figures and six
operational model trains.

It will be on display from 10 am.
to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday as
part of the group’s annual Rails in
the Garden Tour, said tour chair-
man, Robert “Dirk” Dirksen, 70.
The tour features eight garden
railway projects that use “G”
gauge equipment, he said (a “G”
gauge train is any train of a larger
scale usually designed torunina
garden). One of the largest is an
extensive project created by sev-
eral residents of a recreational
vehicle park. !

Another project uses consider-
able rock work and numerous

IF YOU GO

What: Rails in the Garden
Tour

When: 10 am-4 pm.
Saturday and Sunday

Cost: $5 single; $10 family

Where: Directions come
with ticket purchase

Contaet: Call 409-3269

For more on the Rails in
the Garden Tour, see this
story at
www.tucsoncitizen.com.

bridges and ftrestles, Dirksen
said. And there is one that fea-
tures tracks winding through a
landscape of mountains, deserts
and lakes.

Visitors won’t want to miss the
Gnome Valley Railroad, created
by a member who uses a wheel-
chair and offers a special stop on
the tour for people with disabili-
ties.

Tickets are available, Dirksen
said. Proceeds go fo fund public
model-train exhibits at nonprofit
organizations and at the Pima
County Fair, as well as promot-
ing the organization.

Displays such as Dorgan’s are

Tucson Citizen

Photos by RENEE BRACAMONTE/Tucson Citizen

Horses, humans, buildings and lampposts grace a miniature town in Jane and
Mike Dorgan’s yard. Jane aeated most of the objects from raw materials.

works of art, Dirksen said.
Dorgan, working with her hus-
band, Mike, built dozens of strue-
tures. They included homes, rail-
yard equipment, bridges and a
scale model of the Birdcage
Theater in Tombstone.

“We went to Tombstone to
make sure ours was an accurate
depiction,” said Dorgan, 68, who
created most of the objects from
raw materials. Her project
includes three towns, one with a
cable car, stage station, beer hall
and wagon works.

Each of Dorgan’s three track
loops features cars playing
music, from mariachi to circus
selections. Up to eight trains run

on her rails.

Dirksen said members’ love
for trains and project-building is
natural for retirees because
trains were a big part of their
lives when they were young.

“When I was a boy, I lived in
northern Ohio. We had two rail-
roads that went through our
town,” he recalled. “I lay awake
at night listening to those trains.
I loved them. They were our
access to the rest of the world.”

That’s why the main goal of
the society is to have fun. But
members also want to educate
the public about railroads and
railroad modeling, especially
garden railways, Dirksen said.

Mike Dorgan’s yard.

LEFT, ABOVE, RIGHT: The town of “Red Rock” fills a comer of Jane and
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THE PIMA COUNTY

Extme Makover $
Your Home! e

7.00 TICKET

Good for ons FREE admission!
Sixteen & under admitted free. May
not be copied or combined with any

Take home a

—_— — fon of new
. ideas for
l E@ @ﬂ l yo;rr h‘:!mer
— and garden!
PIMA COUNTY

John Sencio from
Cash in the Attic

Meet & learn from
HOME & GARDEN HGTV's network star

Tucson Convention Center
June 1,2 & 3 » Fri 12-7, Sat 10-7 & Sun 10-5 Win 55000 in

Hourly Cash Prizes!

Win a $14,000 BBQ Island, Spa & Dinning Furniture from
Premier Pools & Spas featuring Baja Spas, KGUN TV 9 & KIIM 99.5

FREE Ice Cream Extravaganza hosted by Chef Barry Infuso

June 1 -2 « 3 at the Tucson Convention Center
Fri 12-7 » Sat 10-7 » Sun 10-5
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Meet and Learn from HGTV’s
Host of Cash in the Attic

John Sencio has been a profes-
sional TV host and actor since
graduating from Emerson
College, where he majored in both
television and film. For MTV, he
wrote and produced his own

You Could Win a
$14,000 outdoor
BBQ Island,
Furniture & Spa

from Premier Pools &
Spas featuring Baja
Spas, KGUN92 and KIIM

[Ty P

skits, interviewed more than 300
celebrity guests and covered live
events such as Woodstock and
New Year's Eve Live in Times
Square.

O
%%9??

In 1999 he starred in a sitcom

. for the WB and wrote, produced

John Sencio and starred in a TV pilot. He later

directed his first independently financed feature film, the
cutting-edge mockumentary, Action Weekend.

remier

),,—-——H Pools & Spas

Sencio has also hosted Simplify Your Life for FINE LIVING KGUN
Network and co-hosts the nationally syndicated show, ON YOUR SIDE
Home Delivery . -

I Scream - You Scream - We
All Scream for Ice Cream!

It's a screaming Home Made
[ce Cream Extravaganza.
Savor Free Home Made ICe
Cream as Great Chefs from
leading restaurants of Tucson
present a Free Home Made Ice
Cream event you can both,
learn how too as well as have
great ice cream. Life does not
get any better!

Chef Barry ‘Infuso

Would you like to be a part of

American Shows Inc. would ——— Sy

like to thank all of our
Exhibitors for helping us put
together another terrific
Home & Garden Show!

Contact us at

(800) 690-1993

or
americanhomeshows@yahoo.com
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Round About and Meeting
October 27, 2007

LYNN

DIRKSEN




MITCHELL




HUDLOW ELEMETARY SCHOOL
PRESENTATION

NOV 26 2007

Thank You
Trom
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TRAIN SHOW
December 27 and 28, 2007
R.E. Lindsey Jr. Auditorium

The Southern Arizona VA Health Care System, (SAVAHCS) will
be hosting the third annual Tucson Garden Railroad Society “Train
Show” in the R.E. Lindsey Jr. Auditorium at 3601 S. Sixth Avenue.
This train show and layout will feature numerous running model J
trains, going back to America’s earliest model operational trains, to ;
the modern trains running on our Nation's tracks today.

The train show will be held on Thursday — December 27th and

Friday — December 28th from the hours of 9:00 a.m. thru 4:00 p.m.
for your viewing pleasure. This program will be free and open to the
public. Children of all ages and those young at heart are invited!

For further information contact Pepe’ Mendoza, SAVAHCS Public
Affairs Office at (520) 629-1819 or Norm Ulmer President of the Tuc-
son Garden Railway Society at (520) 299-9401.

EHEI]J]J !; ﬁ nlihag Bl : Eéise%%L'ENE'_lZWOZ N _i _ans

Holiday Planetarium Show: “Tis the
Season” — Flandrau: The UA Sci-
ence Center and Planetarium,
1601 E. University Blvd. Through
Jan. 6: 6:30 p.m. Thursdays-Satur-
days; 2:30 p.m. Saturdays-Sun-
days (extramatinees Dec. 27-Jan.
4,2:30 p.m. Wednesdays-Fridays).
$5.621-7827.

Santa’s Little Qutlaws — Pinnacle

Editor: Maria Parham / 520-806-7715 / accent@azstarnet.com
bt o Peak/Trail Dust Town, 6541 E.
Tanque Verde Road. A comedy/ac-
i _ tion show. Two daily shows: 6:30
E3 - ARIZONA DAILY STAR/ Thursday, December 27, 2007 and 7:30 p.m.: additional 8:30
e e = | ~ m. show turdav
Tucson Garden Eail_rload So_ciety ‘ % ?H;%L:gma;r.kld,agg;iz:]t?osrﬁwdays.

1Arizona | 296-4551.
‘ Winterhaven Festival of Lights —
Entrances into the neighborhood
during the festival are off Fort Low-
ell and Prince roads west of Coun-
try Club Road. Holiday lights,

SAVAH CS music and decorations. Haywagon
and trolley rides, 825-0208. Mo-
; te lley rides, 909-7693.
arriage rides, 885-8808. Food
Bank volunteers will collect donat-
ed canned food at the Country
Club and Fort Lowell entrances.
www.winterhavenfestival.
5:30-10 p.m. Dec. 27-28; drive
through night, Dec. 27. Free.
881-4483.

Tucson Garden Railroad Society
Train Show — Southern Arizona
Veterans Affairs Medical Center,
3601 S. Sixth Ave. Displays with
model trains from all eras. S a.m.-
4 p.m. Dec. 27-28 Free. 629-1819.

Tucson Children’s Museum — 200

“Southern Arizona
VA Health Care System

Tucson s Casa Grande » Green Valley
Safford e Sierra Vista « Yuma
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Tucson Citizen

sohistle

oys hear that lone

ABOVE: Jose A.
Zepeda, 5, gets a clos-
er look during a train
show Thursday at the
Southern Arizona VA
Health Care System,
3601 S. Sixth Ave. The
two-day model train
show;, now in its fourth
year, was made possible
by the Tucson Garden
Railroad Society. The
show is open to the
public and runs through
Friday from 9a.m. to 4
p.m.

LEFT: Owen
Stevens, 4, and his
dad, Paul, enjoy check-
ing out the trains.

Photos by
VAL CANEZTucsan Citizen







