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GREAT AMERICAN TRAIN SHOW

WINTER - 1997

THANK YOU

On behalf of the entire Great American Train Show staff
we would like to thank you for participating this weekend.
If we may be of further assistance please ask.
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GREAT AMERICAN
TRAIN SHOW

CERTIFICATE OF
APPRECIATION

WE WisH To THANK

Tucson Garden
Railroad Society

FOR PARTICIPATION IN
THE GREAT AMERICAN TRAIN SHOW

TUCSON, ARIZONA - FEBRUARY 8TH & 9TH, 1997
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SOUTHERN ARIZONA HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
HOME SHOW - SPRING 1997

Fitzner's Rolling Stock )
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HOME SHOW - SPRING 1997

TUCSON GARDEN RAILROAD SOCIETY
TURNS GARDENS INTO FUN.

ABOUT FOUR YEARS AGO, A GROUP OF PECOPLE GOT TOGETHER WHO
LTIKED MINIATURE TRAINS, A HOBBY WHICH ONCE WAS AN INDOOR
ONE, WHERE SPACE IS SOMETIMES LIMITED. BECAUSE OF THE
BEAUTIFUL TUCSON WEATHER, WHAT BETTER PLACE THAN THE

CARDEN TN ENTOV THA
SANRULIN 1VU LNUUL LA

TUCSON GARDEN RAILROAD SOCIETY, WHICH HAS 42 FAMILIES.

THE TRAINS ARE G SCALE SOMEWHAT LARGER THAN TABLE TOP ONES.
THEV ARE CLOSE IN SCALE TO 1/2INCH EQUALS ONE FOOT. THE TRAINS
ARE AROQUND 6 TO 7INCHES HIGH .

TUCSON GARDEN RAILROAD SOCIETY'S DISPLAY AT THE HOME SHOW

THIS TIME WILL COVER FEET. THERE WILL BE MEMBERS OF THE
SOCIETY ON HAND TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.
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Welcome Aboard!

It is with great pleasure that the members
of ABTO weicome you. Our feliow garden
raifroaders from Tucson, 10 visit some of our
garden railroads. We look forward to the
opportunity to share and visit with you. Attached
are some descriptions and pictures of the
layouts you will visit.

A light lunch will be served at the Slinkard's
home. Dinner will be at Scotisdale Station a
restaurant with a railroad motif. The prices are
reasonable and the food is excellent. A drawing
will be held at the dinner for an attendance

prize.




‘ Your Place For Trains and Accessories

Arizona Train Depot
755 E. McKellips
(comer of Home/McKellips)
Mesa, Aizonc 85203
“ Office: Telephone / Fax
802-834-4644

ARIZONA TRAIN DEPOT, located at 755 East
McKellips, Mesa (corner of Horne & McKellips) (602-
833-9486) is probably Arizona's largest retailer of G
Scale model RR items. Lee DeGroff, owner, has three
operating G-Scale RRs in his store encompassing
Circus, Mining and Rocky Mountain themes. His & X
24' floor display consists of three loops, two elevations
and 265 feet of track. The circus boosts of hand
carved wooden animals and people figures. Just
below the ceiling level, Lee has an overhead layout
spanning 140 feet along the four walls of his store. It
has bridges, arch ways and sidings. Lee operates
LGB, Aristocraft and USA trains on his store layouts
modeled from 1890s to the present era.




FRITZ CORDES (1332 W. Glenmore Dr.
Chandler, AZ) (602-899-8907) Frit'z "Eagle Park
and Desert" railroad is of Western USA motif. It has
over 200 feet of track, two main lines, a siding and
tunnel. Unique to Fritz's garden layout is that it
leads to an indoor freight yard and staging area.
The Eagle Park and Desert RR operates LGB,
Aristocraft and USA trains in mixed freight and
passenger. Fritz has both steam and diesel
locomotives.
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VISIT TO ARIZONA BIG TRAIN
OPERATORS
SPRING, 1997

MEL KINNEY (26641 S. Moonshadow, Sun Lakes AZ) (602-
895-4864) Mel's "WESTERN RAILROAD" has been under
construction for about three years with much more in mind for
modification and improvements. Mel says, "does it ever really end”. W
In its present form, the track circles around a small Indian village '
and passes a farm house with bam and windmill, and then on
through a small western fown with a railroad siation. At the end of
the loop the train moves through mountains {50 pine frees), a
tunnel and a soon-to-be, creek with running water. The rolling
stock Mel operates is all American with Southern Pacific Diesels
and a Unitah locomotive pulling freight and ore cars. A second
ioop of track proceeds off of the first loop 1o support Union Pacific
heavy weight passenger cars. This loop continues to pass through
mountainous territory with a twelve foot tunnel {serving as storage)
and passes over bridges and dry river beds. The second loop is
totally independent of the first, operating with its own power
supply. The combined loops create 275 feet of electrified track
that is remote controlied.










EARL GOLLNER (1029 E. 1oth Ave, Mesa, AZ). The
Earl George Gollner RR or “EGG RR” is a large
backyard railroad that is “under construction.” Earl has
created a 25 X 36 foot raised playground to begin his
dream. So far he has laid over 200 feet of track in three
main line loop configurations and one point-to-point
streetcar operation. The EGG RR has quite a bit
planned: six turnouts, bridges, trestles, several frieght
yards, and huge mountains that will allow rade
operations up to three levels! Currently, Earl runs LGB,
Aristocraft, and Bachmann trains. He has several of
Bachmann’s special train sets on display.
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VISIT TO ARIZONA BIG TRAIN
OPERATORS




VISIT TO ARIZONA BIG TRAIN
OPERATORS
SPRING, 1997
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® . vegetables and your choice of

W
) or marinara. Your choice of cup of
W dinner sal

ices : $8.50

GRILLED CHICK [ T}
with marinated tomatg

Eteamed vegetables and
and basil |

CHICKEN PAFR

Breaded breast of chicken {j
marinara sauce and mel

8 OZ CENTER CUT SIR
Sirloin char-grilled to perfec

garlic scampi, sautéed vegetable
alfredo

THIS IS ONLY A FEW OF
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SAHBA HOME SHOW
FALL, 1997
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SAHBA HOME SHOW

o Y

APPRECIATION

Awarded To

Tucson Garden Railway Society

Presented by
Southern Arizona Home Builder’s Association
for your contribution to :
SAHBA'’s Fall Home Show
October 17 - 19, 1997

Alan P. Lurie - Executive Vice President

. v§ow.msoi Manager
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FALL, 1997




SAHBA HOME SHOW ockob,,
FALL, 1997

TUCSON &,
GARDEN Hs%

RAILWA







AN

C

&
M
—
%
o
O




A

] ; .
& _,? b .
G Sue e
[ 14




GREAT AMERICAN TRAIN SHOW
JANUARY, 1998
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ROADRUNNER
MODEL TRAIN SWAP MEET
JUNE, 1998




ROADRUNNER
MODEL TRAIN SWAP MEET
JUNE, 1998
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ROADRUNNER
MODEL TRAIN SWAP MEET
JUNE, 1998




ROADRUNNER
MODEL TRAIN SWAP MEET

JUNE, 1998
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Cavett ‘E [e'mentary School

December 7 - 12, 1998

Holiday Season Display

|






DESERT LIVING HOME AND GARDEN SHOW
NOVEMBER 1998







CHRISTMAS PARTY
December 13, 1998

ST 400 3550
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& Breet;




Santd Claus Party Display at
St.Mark'$ Early Childhood Center

Deceifiber 14, & 15, 1998










A WINTER MEETING
OF TUCSON GARDEN
RAILWAY SOCIETY
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JAHBA HOME & PATIO SHOW
“

s

The Garden Railway continues as
one of the most popular features
at SAHBA Home Shows. The 45
families of the Tucson Garden
Railway Society set up the trains
dedicated to your enjoyment.
They work together to create
intricate railway layouts in the
2000 square-foot space allotted.
Come see the marvels wrought
over a few loops of track as trains
from vintage steam engines to
o . modern diesels wind between
buildings scaled to size, all set in a wonderful garden setting. The
Soaety invites railroad buffs young and old to enjoy the miniature
magic of their proven crowd pleaser at the West Entrance of the TCC

Just for fun check out the garden railway sites on the internet:
www.gardenrailways.com, www.Igb.com and www. largesca.com




SAHBA HOME AND PATIO SHOW
APRIL, 1999
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SAHBA HOME AND PATIO SHOW

APRIL, 1999

% _‘j?’ 1 HAILWAY
| SOCIE

The shows will also have a big
impact on the local economy. For
instance, SAHBA will spend
about $120,000 advertising this
year’s shows.

Highlights of this week’s
Home & Patio Show include:

¥ America’s flower man, Dale
Rohman, who hosts TV D
on two cable networks, and Mad
Dog & Merrill, a comedy cooking
team billed as “America’s
grilling buddies,” will perform
on stage.

¥ A “Patioscape” competition
in which Tucson landscapers
will demonstrate how to enhance

outdoor living areas.

¥ An alternative building
exhibition, where the new wave
of building systems, methods
and materials will be showcased.

¥ The Tucsen Garden
Railway Society Train Show, a
fascinating exhibit of model
trains that is back by popular
demand.

¥V Free drop-in day care,
allowing children to play while
their parents browse the
exhibits.

Palmer said Intergroup will
provide a wellness clinic
Thursday, which will be Senior
Day at the home show.

“Senior citizens can come to
one location and get their blood
pressure, cholesterol, hearing
and vision tested and see a podi-
atrist. And there will also be
bingo games on Thursday,” she
said. -




On behalf of the Southern Arizona HHome Builders
Association (SAHB.A), thank you for exhibiting in the
1999 Spring Home & Patio Show. The tremendous success
of the Show is due entirely to your professionalism and

high guality of showmanship.

Thank you, again, for being a part of the SuIHB.A Spring
Home & Patio Show and we will see you in the Fall of 1999
with a completely new and exciting Show!

Sincerely,

Wwﬁ&xﬁm

Maurya Palmer
Show Manager




The Garden Railway continues as
one of the most popular features
at SAHBA Home Shows. The 45
families of the Tucson Garden
Railway Society set up the trains
dedicated to your enjoyment.
They work together to create
intricate railway layouts in the
2000 square-foot space allotted.
Come see the marvels wrought
over a few loops of track as trains
from vintage steam engines to
modern diesels wind between
buildings scaled to size, all set in a wonderful garden setting. The
Society invites railroad buffs young and old to enjoy the miniature
magic of their proven crowd pleaser at the West Entrance of the TCC.
Just for fun check out the garden railway sites on the internet:
www.gardenrailways.com, www.Igb.com and www.largesca.com
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| NEW YORIK CENTRAL 1205

BANQUETS & CATERING
» Business Meetings »
= Cocktail Parties =

= Private Dinners = Deliveriess
& More...

Phone (520) 742-2141
Fax (520) 742-7096

7360 N. Oracle Rd. Tucson, AZ 85742

Spring Round-A-Bout, 1999




Rotary (Club District Conference




Rotary (Club District Conference
May, 1999

- - '_‘--

5 Y ' v “\‘_'
.. e -

P
BN %
B

= ""‘-‘“l!' LI
g N7

h‘ e




GREAT AMERICAN
TRAIN SHOW

i E articipating i
Great American Trai

TUCSON, ARIZONA
MAY 15& 16, 1999
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GRE.-I T AME RI CAN

TRAIN SHOW

* PLAY on our Big Fun Railroad with trains kids can operate
i SEE 8 intriguing operating layouts of various scales and sizes
P LEARN from the experts at FREE model RR workshops
* BUY from over 250 tables of trains & related merchandise
* EXPERIENCE America‘s Largest Traveling Model RR Show!
Adults Only $6.00, Kids Under 12 Free. Good For BOTH Days!
SATURDAY & SUNDAY, May 15 & 16, 11am-5pm

PIMA COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS

11300 South Houghton Street, Tucson, AZ

Visit us on the web at www.gats.com

Special Offer: Bring This Ad For $1 Off Admission! (Limit1 per person)
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ELECTRIC TRAINS SHOW, FRIDAY. AUGUST 13, 1999

The Tucson Garden Railway Society and the Feather River Railroad N-gineers will put on a train
show from 9AM to 5 PM at the Davis-Monthan AFB Community Center on Friday, August 13,
1999. Big trains(G Scale), and small trains(N Scale) will be displayed.

This is a show for big kids(adults), and small children. Kids under control will be allowed to act
as engineers to operate the trains. Train wrecks must be kept to a minimum.

Admission is free.

The train displays are created and operated entirely by volunteers. The volunteers put on the
show as their way of expressmg their gratitude for the courage and skill of the personnel of the
United States Air Ford ' 2
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Railroad

Confinued from Page 1H

- Martin shares gardening duties with his wife, Peggy.

About every b5 feet, Martin has created different scenes

- from an old Western town with a saloon and mercantile
to an Indian village and even a prehistoric scene with a
dinosaur, a pair of human feet dangling from its mouth.

Martin, who started building model trains when he
was 7, estimates he spends about an hour a day main-
taining his garden railway.

“I like the outdoors,” he said. “I don’t want to be
cooped up in a garage.”

Of course, an outside train track means the engines
and scenery are not only exposed to the elements but
also wildlife, which poses an oceasional threat. Martin
plants only greenery that rabbits don’t find appetizing.

Once, one of his trains emerged from a tunnel with
a tarantula sprawled across the engine. Martin let it
off at the next stop.

But even not-so-wild wildlife can wreak havoc on
model train sets.

Ken and Mary Karrels’ rambunctious Weimaraner,
Mystic, occasionally bounds through the miniature
towns at their northeast-side Double K Ranch. During
her puppy chewing phase, she maimed one plastic
person and chomped on a horse.

“Having young, active dogs and a garden railway some-
times don't mix,” laughed Mary, an artist and dog trainer.
. Though family legend has it that one of Ken's first
words was “choo-choo” and he’s collected train mem-

*erabilia for years, he didn’t begin working on a gar-

+ den railway until about three years ago.

.* The Karrels’ outdoor tracks jog past a gnarled
mesquite tree, a towering saguaro and a palm tree.
The train even passes across a bridge raised above a
waterfall that cascades into a pool.

“This is our little oasis,” said Ken, a psychologist

~who, along with Mary, runs a bed-and-breakfast that
has a train-themed suite. “We've had people sit there
and say their blood pressure drops.”

Each scene has special meaning for the Karrels. A
schoolhouse is similar to one Mary went to while growing up
in Wisconsin. A church; like the one the Karrels got married
in, has a sign bearing the date Nov. 14 — their wedding day.
. The Karrels’ scenes are intricate as are the trains.
Peek through a train car door, and the detail is amaz-
ing, from the frosted glass on a restroom to miniature
lamps lining the aisles.

Such detail doesn’t come cheap.

. Martin estimates he probably has about $15,000
tied up in his hobby. So, needless to say, he doesn’t
crash his trains into one another like Gomez Addams

A.E. Araiza, The Arizona Daily Star

The garden railway at the Double K Ranch,
where train buffs Ken and Mary Karrels are the
proprietors of a bed & breakfast.

used to do on the old “Addams Family” TV show.

But you don’t have to spend a mint to get into model
railroading. Train enthusiasts say you can buy a com-
plete plastic set for about $100, which is fine for indoor
use. A decent outdoor setup could run about $500.

You also don’t have to build a sprawling railway
that's guaranteed to be time-consuming to maintain.

“I've seen too many people get carried away and
then it's too big,” said Lew Sleeper, a retiree and
American Red Cross volunteer. “They can’t keep up
with the maintenance.”

The Sleepers have short tracks at their townhome.
One by their front door runs along a ledge carrying
wrapped Christmas presents. An Austrian cog train
chugs back and forth from the office to the back yard.

Sleeper said he gets the most pleasure out of set-
ting up his models for others to tinker with and watch.

“The thing I enjoy most is seeing the kids love it,”
he said. “Big kids like it, too.”
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1999

SAHBA % Home
& Garder Show
a big success

THE COURIER




SAHBA 1999 FALL

Tucson’s perpetually
young-at-heart Garden
Railway Society will add
waterfalls, mines, tun-
nels, and elevated track-
age to grace the setting
for this year's home show.

The Garden Railway
Society is helping with
plans to create a perma-
nent spot in which they
can set up and take down
their always entertaining
and ever-popular trains.

Where do model railroaders come from?

Current Tucson Garden Railway president, Jon Anderson, did indeed start
his choo-choo chugging when as an adult he received a train that circled the
Christmas tree. Truly bitten by the garden railway bug, his interest and his
train display grew. And grew. And grew. Now his Tucson backyard is a minia-
ture world of just-for-fun railroading.

At Lew and Jan Sleeper's home a German Harzquerbahn locomotive makes
the beverage run, delivering drinks to the family's patio.

For society vice-president, Gary Martin, the fascination includes more than
700 feet of track that route his trains over paths that even include a small
waterfall. These train enthusiasts love coming to the home show and finding
and introducing more enthusiasts, espedially children, to their engaging hobby.

Large Scale Model Railroad Association (toll-free), (877) 547-2253
http://www.gardenrailways.com http://www.lgb.com
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TGRS HOLIDAY PARTY
POTLUCK

1:30 PM SUNDAY DECEMBER 19TH

JON AND GINNY ANDERSON'S
4080 E. BUJIA SEGUNDA .

529-6554

Please RSVP by December 12th and sign up to bring
a dish if you didn't sign up at November's meeting at
Chris Lawson's. Please bring serving utensils for .
your dish, and hot dishes already heated. Lunch will
be served at 1:45 PM.

— SUNRISE [

Each person should bring
an inexpensive wrapped,
train related gift for the
fun game after lunch.

SWAN










Tucson Garden Railways
Modelers work on varied projects.
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SOUTHERN ARIZONA HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
HOME SHOW - SPRING 1997




